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Hunters  rally  for 
show  of  strength 

HUNT  supporters  put  I 
on  a show  of  defiance 
yesterday.  Katherine 
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The  Boxing  Day  hunt  at  Cor  bridge,  Northamberland,  one  of280 around  the  country  which  drew  an  estimated total  support  of 250,000 


HUNT  supporters  put 
on  a show  of  defiance 
yesterday,  gathering 
in  their  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands on  what  is  tradition- 
ally the  most  important  day 
in  the  hunting  calendar, 
writes  Geoffrey  Gibbs. 

But  a strong  presence  of 
blood  sport  opponents 
underlined  the  current  of 
opinion  running  against 
the  practice  of  hunting 
with  hounds.  Supporters  of 
the  League  Against  Cruel 
Sports  jeered  and  waved 
placards  proclaiming  "Out 
Foxed.  Out  Dated.  Out 
Voted.” 

Mike  Foster,  MP  for 
Worcester,  whose  private 
members  bill  to  ban  hunt- 
ing won  huge  support  in 
the  Commons,  6aid  the 
hunters’  turnout  proved 
that  hunting  was  not  a 
method  of  pest  control  but 
an  entertainment.  “The 
message  Is  loud  and  clear  to 
those  hunting  this  Boxing 
Day  — their  days  are 
numbered." 

The  meets  passed  off 
largely  without  incident, 
according  to  Pamela  Mor- 
ton. spokeswoman  for  the 
British  Field  Sports  Soci- 
ety. An  estimated  250,000 
supporters  had  turned  out 
at  280  hunts  around  the 
photograph:  Raoul  ddcon  country. 


A child  makes  her  protest  in 
Crewkerne.  Somerset 

David  Thavcnot,  chair- 
man of  the  Dart  Vale  and 
South  Pool  Harriers,  meet- 
ing at  Kingsbridge.  south 
Devon,  said  proposals  to 
ban  hunting  were  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge  for 
country  people.  "Huge  num- 
bers . . . are  concerned 
about  threats  to  their  way 
of  life,  their  jobs  and  the 
economy  of  the  countryside. 
We  are  determined  that 
hunting  should  continue." 


Row  looms  over 
Blairite  poll  lists 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


TONY  Blair  is 
heading  for  an  ex- 
plosive row"  over 
the  Labour  Par- 
ty’s determina- 
tion to  remove 
unreliable  or  elderly  Euro 
MPs  from  the  approved  list  of 
candidates  for  the  1999  Euro- 
pean elections  and  replace 
them  with  dynamic  young  ex- 
perts in  the  Blairite  mould. 

Under  the  system  of  propor- 
tional representation  which 


will  be  used  for  the  first  time 
in  1999,  Labour  MEPs  are 
resigned  to.  losing  up  to  half 
the  62  seats  they  won  in  1994. 
But  what  some  are  calling  a 
“cull  of  the  awkward  squad” 
would  ensure  that  far  fewer 
members  of  Britain’s  current 
delegation  in  Strasbourg 
could  hope  to  win  re-election. 

Though  “no  final,  final  de- 
cision” has  been  taken  by  the 
high-powered  committee  of 
ministers.  National  Executive 
Committee  members  and 
party  officials,  suspicions  of  a 
top-down  coup  have  been 
Hoightimwi  by  the  discovery 


that  Jack  Straw;  the  Home 
Secretary,  has  decided  to  up- 
hold tiie  “closed  list”  system. 
That  will  prevent  voters 
chcwsing  between  rival  candid 
dates  as  wan  as  rival  parties 
on  the  aU-bnportantPR  lists. 

“The  great  fear  is  that  criti- 
cal decisions  will  be  taken  in 
very  high  places  because  that 
is  the  best  way  to weed,  to  cull 
and  select,  to  favour  and 
reward,"  an  MEP  said  this 
week.  Some  are  privately 
voicing  concern  at  the  time- 
table which  seeks  to  have  an 
nominations  confirmed  be- 
fore Labour's  party  confer- 
ence in  October  — nine 
months  before  Euro-polling 
day.  Local  parties  are  also  be- 
ginning to  stir  against  it_  ■ 

With  the  Conservatives  and 
Liberal  Democrats  watching 
to  see  how  Labour  wtQ  handle 
Britain’s  first  nationwide  PR 
elections,  MEPs  are  sending  a 


deputation  to  meet  key  NEC 
members  on  January  6. 

They  want  local  party  mem- 
bers rather  than  the  party 
machine  to  London  to  decide 
the  final  order  in  which  cho- 
sen names  (usually  eight)  ap- 
pear on  the  approved  list 
printed  on  the  ballot  paper. 

They  will  seek  assur- 
ances cf  fair  play  for  existing 
MEPs.  some  of  wham  have 
been  condemned  as  too  old, 
too  leftwing  or  too  “off  mes- 
sage”. To  complicate  matters, 
female  MEPs  want  positive 
discrimination  to  improve 
the  gender  balance.  There  are 
no  female  Labour  MEPs  in 
the  party's  heartlands  north 
of  the  Humber  and  only  15  in 
the  whole  UK  delegation. 

That  would  mean-  putting 
women's  names  as  numbers 
one  and  two  in  some  regional 
lists,  even  at  the  risk  of  oust- 
ing effective  mala  colleagues. 


to  ftiture  European  elections, 
a position  near  the  top  of  a 
party  list  will  be  crucial  to 
success  because  seats  will  be 
allocated  proportionately  to 
the  party,  not  the  individual. 
With  Labour  headquarters 
determined  to  improve  the 
quality  of  its  team,  even  mod- , 
erate  MBPS  fear  the  list  will  i 
be  dominated  by  loyalists  and 
"Richard  Branson  types”. 
Ministers  are  known  to  want 
to  encourage  outsiders  with 
no  political  track  record  to  be- 
come MEPs,  much  as  they 
have  brought  in  business  ex- 
pertise to  Whitehall. 

Under  the  version  of  PR 
adopted  by  Mr  Blair's  cabi- 
net, Britain's  MEPs  wfiQ  no 
longer  be  picked  by  the  first- 
past-the-post  system  in  one  Of 
87  super-constituencies.  Vot- 
ers in  nine  English  regions, 
plus  Scotland,  Wales  and 
Northern  'Ireland  (which  al- 


| ready  has  PR),  will  be  asked 
, to  back  a party  or  an  indepen- 
dent candidate  with  virtually 
no  chance. 

But  existing  MEPs  and 
other  would-be  party  hopefuls 
from  outside  the  charmed  cir- 
cle believe  that  local  mem- 
bers shoald  have  a say  in  who 
goes  on  the  list  and  In  what 
pecking  order.  To  offset  the 
power  of  the  central  party  ma- 
chine there  could  be  regional 
conferences  or  even  one  mem- 
ber, one  vote  primary  elec- 
tions, as  in  some  EU  states 
where  PR  has  long  been  the 
norm. 

But  party  insiders  admit 
that  what  is  most  likely  is  a 
reverse  of  traditional  prac- 
tice, under  which  candidates 
are  picked  locally  and  then 
endorsed  — or,  in  rare  cases, 
rejected — by  the  NEC  in  Lon- 
don. It  is  being  described  as 
pre-selection.  “The  interview 


process  would  be  more  akin 
to  the  NEC  byelection  panel." 
which  picks  a three-person 
shortlist  to  fight  high-profile 
contests,  a party  official  said. 

Mr  Shaw  is  said  to  have 
moved  away  from  his  pledge 
to  reconsider  the  "closed 
list”,  made  during  the  second 
reading  of  the  Euro-FR  bill 
last  month.  Open  lists  would 
he  too  complicated. 

Key  players  in  Mr  Blair’s 
camp  still  seek  to  assure 
MEPs  and  other  hopefuls  that 
"there  has  got  to  he  some 
form  of  involvement  by  indi- 
vidual party  members  at 
some  stage  in  the  process,  the 
question  is  what  point”. 


Gcution  Brawn's  £3.2  b®cn  - 
Vtfefiae-to-Work  plan  has  under- 
mined  the  Governments  popu- 
larity even  before  a pflat  schema 
starts  next  week.  Is  there  moreto 
ttthanpuBng  the  rug  Item  under 
sangtotaotharsand  the  disabled? 
Intfce  first  of  a four-part  series 
starting  on  Monday  Martin  KeBJo 
reports  hum  Whnonsfai  where 
“Tough  k>ve*  has  art  iiiarjumber 
<jf  ttmlffes  on  wettare  from 
lOODOOto  fewerthan 36,000. 
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Kaunda  on  hunger  strike  after  Seinfeld  ‘no’  to 
arrest  in  ‘coup  plof  clampdown  £3m  an  episode 


"The  cheapest 
deal  we've  found 

The  BBC  Really  Useful  Show 


£10  free  Calls 


Chris  Mcttreal 
In  Jotiinnaibui 


THE  former  Zambian 
president,  Kenneth 
gjwmda,  was  on  hunger 
strike  yesterday  after  failing  in 
a high  court  bid  to  win  release 
from  detention  without  charge, 
apparently  for  alleged  complic- 
ity in  a foiled  coup. 

Mr  Kaunda,  aged  73,  was 
detained  by  paramilitary 
police  on  Christmas  Day 
under  a state  cf  emergency 
imposed  after  junior  army  of- 
ficers allegedly  tried  to  over- 
throw President  Frederick 
Chfluba  two  months  ago. 

Mr  Kaunda  asked  a special 

high  court  sitting  to  order  the 
government  to  charge  or 

release  him.  The  judge  de- 
clined to  do  either  and  ad- 
journed the  hearing  until 
Monday  amid  tight  secunt£. 

Mr  Kaunda  looked  tired  ana 
haggard  after  his  first  24  hours 
jndetention-  He  was  flown  by 
military  helicopter  fron  Lu- 
,mtoi  to  an  unknown  destina- 
tion. His  son,  Wei,  said  the 


former  president  was  refusing 
even  bread  and  water. 

“Quite  Clearly  Dr  Kaunda  s 
detention  has  nothing  to  do 
with  serving  justice.  This  is  a 
case  of  settling  did  scores  and 
Mr  Chfluba  Is  determined  to 
humiliate  Dr  Kaunda.”  Wea 
■g-aiinrta  said.  "My  concern  is 

tfmt  this  government  intends 

to  do  him  fetal  harm.” 

On  October  28,  a steal 
group  of  soldiers  seized  the 
radio  station  and  daimed  to 
have  taken  over  the  country. 
A “Captain  Solo”  broadcast  a 
demand  to  Mr  Chltuha  to  sir- 

render  within  the  hour  or  die. 

Before  the.  deadline  was  up, 

the  coup  was  quashed. 

Mr  Kaunda,  who  ruled  Zam- 
bia far  27  years  and  leads  toe 
opposition  United  National  In- 
dependence party  (Dhlp),  was 
detained  shortly  before  dawn 
on  Christmas  Day  after  more 
ffrm  60  policemen  wearing 
camouflage  fetigues  and  car- 
rying automate  weapons  sur- 

rounded  his  home. 

Although  the  government 
has  not  specifically  EnkedM* 
Kaunda’s  arrest  to  the  faded 


Kenneth  Kaunda:  detained 
under  state  of  emergency  - 

coup,  it  has  intimated  that  he 
bad  a hand  in  it  even  though 

he  was  in.  South  Africa  during 
the  abortive  putsch. 

Mr  Kaun da's  supporters 
say  Mr  Chfluba  stage-man- 

- ■.  .. » +nc_ 


tlfy  a crackdown  on  his  bitter- 
est rival  and  other  opponents. 


Under  the  state  of  emer- 
gency. the  police  have  powers 
to  detain  people  tor  up  to  28 
(toys  without  charge.  About 
90  opposition  politicians  and 
army  officers  are  being  held 
without  charge;  Amnesty  In- 
ternational has  accused  toe 
government  of  torturing 
many  cf  those  detained. 

The  unpopular  Mr  Chfluba 
has  used  increasingly  repres- 
sive tactics  to  keep  the  former 
president  at  bay,  rewriting 
the  constitution  to  prevent 

him  from  running  against 
him  in  last  year's  ballot. 

Several  senior  members  cf 
Mr  Kaunda’s  parly  were  de- 
tained before  the  last  election 

alter  being  blamed  for  a 
series  of  bombs,  allegedly 
placed  by  a shadowy  group 
known  as  Black  Mamba.  They 
deny  any  involvement 

In  August  Mr  Kaunda  was 
slightly  wounded  when  shots 
were  fired  at  his  car  while  he 
was  an  his  way  to  a political 
rally.  He  later  accused  the 
police  cf  trying  to  kill  him. 

— 

IdBiiufar  oommut,  pay  8. 


Martin  Kattta  In  Washington 

IN  A move  that  will  disap- 
point millions  of  fens  on 
both  sides  of  toe  Atlantic, 
America's  most  popular  tele- 
vision performer  has  decided 
to  ran  timn  on  hin  phenome- 
nally successful  show. 

Jerry  Seinfeld,  creator  and 
star  of  the  Seinfeld  sitcom, 
has  told  the  NBC  network,  for 
which  he  has  made  mfllions 
of  dollars  in  profits,  that  be 
will  stop  production  of  his 
show  in  May  at  the  end  of  its 
current  22-episode  aeries. 

As  NBC  tried  to  dissuade 
the  star  from  aiding  toe  re- 
cord-breaking series,  it 
emerged  that  Seinfeld  bad 
turned  down  a ¥5  mfflion-an- 
episode  (£3  million)  deal  that 
would  have  made  him  toe 
highest-paid  performer  in 
television.  ! 

Seinfeld  Insisted  that  his  j 
decision,  did  not  hinge  on 
money.  “They  did  everything 
humanly  possible,"  he  said  of 
NBC’s  efforts,  "but  I was  not 
even  looking  for  a raise.” 


He  said  that  he  intended  to 

return  to  his  roots  as  a stand- 
up  comic. 

He  added:  "I  wanted  the  Kid 
to  be  from  a point  of  strength. 
I wanted  the  end  to  be  grace- 
fid.  This  show  has  been  the 
love  affair  of  my  life.” 

Seinfeld,  in  which  the  actor 
plays  himself  as  a stand-up 
Comic,  has  mflrie  more  than 
$200  minimi  a year  in  profits 
for  NBC,  helping  to  hoist  the 
network  to  the  number  one 
position  in  the  ratings  war. 

The 'sitcom,  which  its 
author  once  said  was  “a  show 
about  nothing”,  revolves 
around  toe  lives,  loves  and 
hang-ops  of  four  New  York- 
ers: Jerry,  his  former  girl- 
friend Elaine,  his  unsuccess- 
ful friend  George  and  the 

■nplghhnnr  Krempr. 

its  achievements  indude 
making  a viewer  laugh  so 
much  that  he  went  into  a 
coma,  and  compelling  the 
pilot  of  an  aircraft  that  was 
screening  a Seinfeld  episode 
to  ask  passengers  not  to  laugh 
so  mflCh  because  they  were 
making  toe  wings  shake. 


Wurthar,  TV  and  Racflo  2 
Commont  and  Letters  a 


Join  the  Primus  Pre-Paid  service  now  and  you'll  recew'.. 
£10  worth  of  free  calls  ns  soon  as  you  pay  £60.  or  £5 


free  calls  when  you  pr--p.a 
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Duncan  Campbell  investigates  a rogues’  gallery 


A childhood 
on  the  run 


inspires 
artist  to  turn 
head-hunter 
and  capture 
criminal  souls 


Niidr  Reynolds  yith  of  Mu  ref*"  Of  villain*:  Unnwle  Biggs,  and  {right)  the  man  who  masterminded  the  Great  Train  Bobbery,  his  fatherBruce  Reynolds  photograph;  da vrosaxiroe 


Hidden  oer  a side 
street,  down  some 
stairs  by  a railway 
line  in  east  London, 
lie  a collection  of  the  beads  of 
villains  — Great  Train  rob- 
bers, gangsters,  cat  burglars, 
drug  traffickers. 

They  are  not  the  result  of 
bounty-hunting  but  the  work 
of  Nick  Reynolds,  an  artist 
putting  together  an  exhibi- 
tion of  Britain's  most  famous 
criminals. 


Nick  Reynolds,  aged  35,  is 
the  son  of  Bruce  Reynolds, 
the  architect  of  the  1963  Great 
Train  Robbery.  He  was  six 
when  his  father  was  arrested 
while  on  the  ran  with  his 
family  in  Mexico  and  the 
United  States. 

“When  he  was  in  prison  he 
used  to  send  me  hundreds  of 
postcards  of  artists,  and  ex- 
plain who  they  were  and  what 
they  did.**  says  Nick  at  bis 
father.  He  had  found  an  old 


suitcase  of  them  recently,  in- 
cluding one  of  Magritte’s  fam- 
ous surrealist  picture  of  a 
train  coming  through  a fire- 
place. This  inspired  him  to 
cast  a head  of  his  father  with 
a gold  locomotive,  like  that  of 
the  man  train,  emerging  from 
his  mouth. 

Among  other  heads  he  has 
cast  are  “Mad”  Ftankie  Fra- 
ser, complete  with  strait- 
jacket,  Ronnie  Biggs  (whom 
be  visited  In  Brazil),  Fred 


Foreman,  and  cannabis 
smuggler  Howard  Marks. 
George  ‘.'Taters”  Chatham, 
probably  this  century's  most 
active  rat  burglar,  was  dime 
Just  after  his  death  and  is  a 
genuine  “death’s  head”  — 
“They're  much  easier  to  do 
than  when  they're  alive.” 

Having  been  a diver  in  the 
Royal  Navy  for  seven  years, 
and  served  in  the  Falklands 
war,  Reynolds  is  now  a travel- 
ling musician,  playing  har- 


monica with  bands  like  the 
reformed  Pretty  Things  and 
Octopus,  and  currently  with 
the  jazz-dance  band.  Blow- 
pipe, as  well  as  working  in  his 
studio  In  ClerkenwelL 
“It's  not  a very  pleasant  | 
process,"  he  says  at  the  cast- 
ing. “They  have  to  strip  to  the  | 
waist  and  I slick  back,  their  j 
hair  with  Vaseline  and  put1 
alginate  (the  material  used  by  | 
dentists)  all  over  their  faces. 
They  have  straws  up  their 


noses  to  breathe."  The  pro- 
cess can  take  up  to  VA  hours. 

George  Chatham’s  sister 
allowed  him  to  do  the  death's 
head  at  a crematorium  in 
Richmond.  “He  was  smiling,” 
he  says  of  the  man  who 
burgled  his  way  through  May- 
fair  and  Emightsbridge  far  50 
years  before  his  death  this 
year.  “His  sister  said  it  was 
because  he  was  with  God.” 

He  warns  his  subjects  that 
their  thougits  while  he  works 


will  be  reflected  in  their  por- 
trait Ronnie  Biggs,  typically, 
has  a slight  smile  on  his  face. 
“TPs  a sort  of  snapshot  of  the 
soul,"  says  Reynolds. 

Originally  the  idea  was  to 
have  a Heroes  and  Villains 
exhibition,  but  so  far  the  VR- 
fains  are  In  the  majority. 

“It's  fanny  to  see  what  hap- 
pens. They’re  ostracised  one 
minute  and  celebrated  the 
, next.”  Having  missed  the 
| chance  to  do  Ronnie  Kray,  he 


is  conscious  that  fate  can 
whip  away  potential  subjects 
unexpectedly  — the  former 
train  robber  Charlie  Wilson 
was ' killed  by  a hitman  in 
Spain,  while  Buster  Edwards 
took  his  own  life  — so  now  he 
is  always  ready  to  cast 
' Kenneth  Noye,  now  suppos- 
edly Britain's  most  wanted 
man,  Is  Reynolds’  next  target 
— but  Interpol  and  the  Kent 
police  -are  waiting  in  the 
queue  in  front  of  him. 


Hooli< 


Get&ixttur*  *n  m 

Stag  gf!  mi' £r< 


The  police  must 
learn  to  deal  with 
a small  group  of 
troublemakers 
when  most  fans 
are  well-behaved’ 


Alison  Pilling, 

FootballSupporters’  Association 


Unhappy  memories . . . Ragland  fans  am  baton-charged  by  Italian  police  dnrfng  the  World  Cnp  .qualifier  in  Brnn*  in  October 


Football  suppoitr 
ers'  groups  have 
branded  moves  by : 
the  Home  Secretary, 
Jack  Straw,,  to  im- 
pose more  restriction  orders  i 
cm  convicted  hooligans  to  stop  I 
fhmri  from  travelling  to  next 1 
summer’s  World  Cup  finals  in  I 
France  as  “unworkable". 

In  a separate  move,  Brian 
Hayes,  the  senior  Metropoli- 
tan police  officer  heading 
England's  security  operation' 

. for  the  finals.  Is  to  meet  the 
French  authorities  and  Fife 
representatives  to  express 
concern  at  thd  limited  num- 
ber of  tickets  available  to 
England  fens. 

Mr  Straw  • said  yesterday 
that  he  was  writing,  to  courts 
to  encourage  them  to  place 
restriction  orders  on  people 
convicted  of  football  hooligan 
offences,  thereby- stopping 
than  from'  travelling  to  the 
World  Cup-finals, 

Mr  Straw 'said  he  was  con- 
cerned that  only  10  orders 
had  been  imposed  since  these 


VivekChaudhavy  on  reaction  to  plans 
for  heading  off  soccer  clashes 


were  made  available  In  1989. 
He  said:  “It  is  for  that  reason 
that  1 have  written  to  magis- 
trates’ courts,  the  Crown 
Prosecution  Service,  and  the. 
crown  to  remind 

of  the  power  to  give  restric- 
tion orders.” 

Under  the  Football  Specta- 
tors Act,  people  convicted  of 
football-related  offences  can 
be  made’ the  subject  of  orders 
preventing  them  from  attend- 
ing matches  or  travelling 
abroad  to  watch  matches  in- 
volving izngiwiid  or  Wales. 
They  must  report  to  a police 
statlnm  during  match  times 
and  face  prosecution  if  they 
breach  the  order. 

Alison  Pilling,  interna- 
tional officer  of  the  Football 
Supporters  Association,  a col- 
lective body  of  ‘ supporters 
groups  from  around  -the 
country,  claimed  yesterday 
that  Mr  Straw’s  proposals  fin- 
more  orders  to  be  issued  be- 
tween, now  and  the  World  Cup 
finals  did  not  tackle  the  root 
of  the  problem. 


Ms  Pilling  said:  “These  new 
roles  will  apply  only  to  people 
who  are  convicted  between 
now  and  the  Worid  Cup  finals, 
not  to  people  who  already  have 
convictions.  I think  it  is  going 
to  prove  to  be  unworkable.” 

She  added:  “The  real  prob- 
lem is  organisation.  The 
police  need  to  be  taught  how 
to  deal  with  the  problem  of  a 
small  group  of  hooligans 
when  the  vast  majority  of 
fens  in  a ground  are  being 
well-behaved.” . 

With  thousands  of  fans  ex- 
pected to  travel  to  France 
without  tickets,  concerns  are 
to  be  raised  about  distribu- 
tion of  tickets.  England’s  final 
group  match  against  Colour 


PHOTOGRAPH:  BEN  RADFORD 

bia  takes  place  in  Lens,  less 
than  three  hours  from  Lon- 
don by  train. 

Brian  Hayes,  currently 
Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police,  who  is  to 
become  the  Football  Associa- 
tion’s special  adviser  an  secu- 
rity, is  to  meet  French  and 
Fife  authorities  to  discuss  the 
expected  ticket  shortage. 

Under  existing  proposals, 
GO  per  cent  of  tickets  have 
been  set  aside  for  the  French 
public  and  most  of  these  have 
already  been  sold;  20  per  cent 
are  to  be  distributed  between 
competing  teams;  and  20  per 
cent  are  for  Fife. 

Mr  Hayes  said:  “If  you  get  a 
stadium  holding  40,000 


people,  then  we  would  only 
get  4,000  tickets.  There  are 
more  than  20,000  members  of 
the  England  Travel  Club, 
people  who  have  registered 
with  the  FA.” 

The  Scotland  Travel  Club 
has  12,000  members  and  is 
similarly  concerned  about 
availability  of  tickets. 

Mr  Hayes  and  other  FA  offi- 
cials, plus  British  police  rep- 
resentatives, wQl  have  talks 
with  Dominique  Spinosi,  a 
senior  police  officer  on  a 
three-year  secondment  as  di- 
rector of  security  Itar  the  orga- 
nising committee,  and  other 
French  security  chiefe. 

Mr  Hayes  said:  “I  shall  he 
raising  such  matters  as  their 


general  policy  on  ticket  con- 
trol, segregation,  and  bow 
they  are  going  to  cope  with 
the  enormous  movement  of 
fens  across  the  country,  trav- 
elling in  different  directions.” 

Detective  Inspector  Peter 
Chapman,  head  of  the 
National  Criminal  Intelli- 
gence Service’s  hooligan  unit 
at  Scotland  Yard,  said  there 
was  an  “anomaly”  over 
restriction  orders.  Police 
could  not  arrest  a person 
until  they  foiled  to  report  at  a 
police  station  at  the  appointed 
tinip.  "The  nonsense  is  1 can 
see  that  Individual  pass 
through  Heathrow  six  hours 
earlier,  and  1 don’t  have  the 
power  to  stop  him." 
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FROM  £405 

Book  a Virgin  Holidays  summer  ’98  botiday  at  Luo  Poly  tow 
and  save  10%.  Prices  start  frdm  just  £405  per  person  for  bed  and 
breakfast  in  the  “Economy  Inns  of  America.' and  include  car  hire! 
Just  tike  ont  onr  Holidaycare  insurance  when  yon  book? 

Or  choose  free  insnraice  on  Virgin  Holidays  summer  ’98  holidays 

costing  £399  or  more  per  person. ! j 

More  discounts,  more  customers,  that’s  wbat  mates  Lon  Poly  No.l. 


Lunn  Poly 

i better  way  to  getaway 
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■ .ff  yotfd  Be  to  know  two  rtout  our  uraqae  wtefcey,  wife  Id  us  tor  a tee  booUet  at  the  Jacfc  Daniel  KsMern  t^ndibwg,  Tennessee  37352  USA. 

WITH  A HAIRCUT  IN  LYNCHBURG,  Tennessee,  you  get 
a lot  of  conversation  and  a lot  less  hair. 

J.  G Riddle  is  as  proud  of  Jack  Daniel  Distillery  as  anyone  H 
here  in  the  Hollow.  So  visitors  in  need  of  barbering  hear 
a lot  about  the  age-old  charcoal  mellowing  process  our 
founder  perfected  in  1866  and  we  still  insist  upon  to 
this  da^  By  the  time  folks  look  In  the  mirror  they 
know  two  things  for  sure  nobody  ever  made 
whiskey  like  Jack  Daniel.  And  nobody  ever  cut 
hair  like  J.  G Riddle. 


JACK  DANIELS  TENNESSEE  WHISKEY 
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Service  gets 


make-over 


Straw  considers 
American 


AtanTramte 
Horn*  Attain  Idltor 


Workmen  use  earth-moving  equipment  to  inspect  the  damage  toapnb  caused  by  IQOmph  winds  in  Clonakilty,  Co  Cork  yesterday  phoioqraph;  mike  brown 


6 die  as 

holiday 

storms 

wreak 

havoc 


Thousands  of  house- 
holders win  today  start 
assessing  the  damage 
wrought  by  storms  which  left 
she  people  dead  and  many 
towns  without  power  over 
Christmas,  writes  Rory 
CarrolL 
The  bad  weather  is  also 
thought  to  have  claimed  the 
lives  of  five  French  fishermen 
who  went  mtcnfng  in  huge 
seas  off  the  Welsh  coast 
, Electricity  supplies  were 
restored  to  most  affected 
homes  in  Britain  yesterday 
when  gales  abated,  allowing 
emergency  repairs. 

North  England,  Wales  and 
the  Irish  Republic  were  the 
areas  worst  hit  with  winds  of 


up  to  lOOmph.  The  Meteoro- 
logical Office  predicted  blus- 
tery weather  and  showers  but 
no  gales  for  the  rest  of  the 
weekend. 

Insurance  companies  ad- 
vised people  with  damaged 
roofs  and  waterlogged  homes 
to  get  emergency  repairs  and 
contact  insurers  on  Monday. 

Gerald  Ross,  aged  61,  his 
daughter,  Ruth,  and  her  boy- 
friend, David  White,  all  from 
the  Gelligaer  area  of  Caer- 
philly, were  killed  when  a 60ft 
tree  fell  on  their  Ford  Fiesta 
in  Pengam,  near  Blackwood, 
Gwent,  early  yesterday.  Two 
other  passengers  with  minor 
injuries  were  taken  to 

hospital. 


A 32-year-old  woman  from 
Stoke-on-Trent  was  killed  on 
Christmas  Eve  when  a tree 
crashed  onto  her  car  on  the 
WlrraL  And  flowers  have 
been  left  at  the  scene  where  a 
woman  died  and  her  passen- 
ger was  Injured  In  a car  acci- 
dent in  Liverpool 

In  WaterriHe,  Co  Kerry,  a 
19 -year-old  man  died  on 
Christmas  Day  when  lOOmph 
winds  gusdng  in  from  the  At- 
lantic toppled  the  wall  of  a. 
lUsnwri  dance  ban 
Nine  French  fishing  trawl- 
ers and  a Nimrod  maritime 
reconnaisance  aircraft  have 
resumed  searching  for  a 
trawler  missing  off  the  Welsh 
coast  The  operation  began  on 


Christmas  Eve  after  a distress 

beacon  was  set  off  on  the  Toni 
an  Trez,  which  has  a five-man 
crew,  30  miles  west  of  St 
David’s  Head.  Wreckage  of 
the  30-year-old  wooden  vessel 
was  found  in  nearby  waters 
yesterday. 

It  will  take  a;  number  of 
days  for  repair  crews  from 
Ireland’s  Electricity  Supply 
Board  to  restore  power  to 
70,000  blacked-out  homes. 
Gales  knocked  down  100  elec- 
tricity poles  in  one  Co  Cork 
village  alone. 

In  Northern  Ireland  efforts 
continued  to  restore  electric- 
ity to  several  thousand  homes 
which  have  been  Hacked  out 
since  Christmas  Eve. 


THE  Probation  Ser- 
vice is  to  be  f£ven  a 

rfmngp  of  name  and 

may  in  future  be 
staffed  by  “correc- 
tions officers”.  • 

The  change  is1  part  of  a 
package  being  drawn  up  by 
the  Home  Secretary,  Jack 
Straw;  to  boost  the  public 
credibility  of  alternatives  to 
prison. 

A US-style  term,  “correc- 
tions service”,  and  the. more 
Napoleanioeonnding  “public 
sty  officers'',  are  among 
the  front  runners  for  the  hew 
name  for  the  90-year-old  crim- 
inal justice  agency  presently 
being  considered  by  Mr 
Straw. 

Among  chief  probation  offi- 
cers, who  are  to  discuss  alter- 
native names  neat  month,  the 
more  neutral  "community 
justice  officers”  has  some 
support 

Mr  Straw  has  told  the  Pro- 
bation Service  that  its  present 
nrnnp  nnri  thn  language  USed 

to  describe  the  “community 
sentences''  served  by  133,000 

offenders  ywir  — aneih  -ait 


probation  orders,  community 
-service  orders  and  combina- 
tion orders  — are  cohfosing. 
He  believes  the  terminology 
interferes  with  better  public 
understanding  of  what  such 
sentences  are. 

Magistrates  complain  that 
"community-  service"  gives 


the  misleading  impression 
that  some  kind  of  voluntary 
service  is  Involved  Jn  the  sen- 
tence, while  probation’s  ‘’flag- 
ship’’ sentence  of  a combina- 
tion order  — served  by  some 
17,000  criminals  every  year — 
means. nothing  at  all  to  most 
people. 

Mr  Straw  believes  that  the 
“takxmfortable  truth  is  that 
even  well-informed  people” 
will  quickly  flounder  if  asked 
to  say  what  the  Probation  Ser- 
vice is  and  what  it  does. 

He  has  told  the  service  that 
one  major  symptom  the 
confusion  in  terminology  is 
the  way  the  media  often 
report  that  an  offender  sen- 
tenced to  a community  penal- 
ty “walked  free  from  fee 
court”,  although  nobody  sen- 
tenced to  probation  or  com- 
munity -service  ever  “walks 
free”. 

He  is  believed  to  he  open 
minded  about-  the  hew  noms 


for  the  service,  but  favours 
reviving  the  old  fashioned 
title  “corrections  service” 
despite  a possible  salacious 
double  entendre. 

The  name  “public  safety  of- 
ficers” is  running  a strong 
second. 

“Corrections  has  a mod- 
em American  overtone,  hut 
also  has  a history  in  English 
going  hack  to  the  House  of 
Correction  or  Elizabethan 
ti Tnp«  — although  the  term 
has  often  been  mixed  up  with 
chastisement,  hence  its 


association  with  sado-mas- 
ochistic sex. 

The  Home  Secretary  also 
believes  that  the  term  “cli- 
ent s’’  should  he  banned 
within  fee  service  as  It  gives 
the  misleading  impression 
the  officers  work  primarily 
for  the  benefit  of  the  offenders 
rather  than  the  public.  At 
present  fee  only  time  officers 
are  supposed  to  refer  to  of- 
fenders as  “clients”  is  in  fam- 
ily court  w^fere  cases. 

The  proposal  to  drop  “pro- 
bation” is  expected  to  receive 
strong  backing  within  the  ser- 
vice. Many  believe  the  service 
has  outgrown  the  term  since 
probation  orders  form  only  a 
Wail  part  of  its  work. 

Probation  officers  work 
with  the  foil  range  of  commu- 
nity sentences,  including  new 
punishments  such  as  elec- 
tronic tagging 
They  also  undertake  work 
inside  prisons  and  prepare 
pre-sentence  reports  for  the 
courts. 


Youth  hanged  in  his  cell 


Police  open  inquiry  into  death 
in  custody  on  Christmas  Day 


OwenBowcott 


A POLICE  investigation 
has  been  launched  into 
how  a boy  aged  16  was 
found  hanging  in  a police  cell 
hours  after  being  arrested  for 
burglary  oo  Christmas  Day. 

The- Police  Complaints i Au- 
thority will  supervise  the  In- 
quiry into  the  death  of  David 
Parsons  at  Swansea’s  Cockett 
police  station. 

His  body  was  discovered  by 
officers  at  7.10pm  In  a room 
set  aside  for  young  offenders. 

South  Wales  police  yester- 
day declined  to  say  how  he 
apparently  banged  himself,  or 
how  often  he  had  been 
checked.  A Home  Office  pa- 
thologist carried  out  a post 
mortem  examination  yester- 
day. An  Inquest  will  be 
opened  by  the  Swansea  coro- 
ner. Richard  Morgan. 

David’s  parents,  Tony  and 
June,  were  being  comforted 
yesterday  by  relatives  at  their 
home  in  Penlan.  Swansea, 


two  miles  from  fee  police 
station  where  he  died. 

They  were  too  upset  to  talk 
about  the  death  of  their  son.  a 
keen  footballer  and  Arsenal 
fan,  a spokesman  for  fee  1am- 
py  said:  "Obviously  everyone 
is  very  distressed,  and  it  is  fer 
too  early  for  us  to  say 
anything. 

“We  are  still  waiting  to  find 
out  exactly  what  happened.” 

The  teenager’s  apparent 
suicide  comes  at  a time  of 
heightened  concern  over 
deaths  in  both  police  custody 
and  prisons.  He  is  the  second 
young  hoy  to  die  in  a police 
station  this  year. 

A 15-year-old  boy  was  found 
dead  under  similar  circum- 
stances in  a Hartlepool  police 
station  earlier  this  year. 

Last  year,  the  Police  Com- 
plaints Authority  investi- 
gated 48  custody  deaths  in 
England  and  Wales. 

Deborah  Coles,  of  the  pres- 
sure group  Inquest,  which 
helps  families  investigate 
deaths  of  relatives  in  custody, 


said  there  could  he  no  justifi- 
cation if  the  child  had  been 
left  unsupervised,  particu- 
larly considering  the  time  of 
year. 

1 There  should  be  a public 
Inquiry  Into  the  circum 
stances  of  these  two  teen- 
agers’deaths.” 

Alan  Williams,  the  Swansea 
West  MP,  said:  “For  this  trag- 
edy to  happen  on  Christmas 
Day  makes  it  particularly 
difficult. 

• “The  pressures  on  a young- 
ster In  custody  at  this  time  of 
year  would  have  been  that 
much  greater. 

“It  Is  strange  feat 
should  have  happened  in  a 
police  station.  I am  sure  that 
the  police  will  be  as  anxious 
as  anyone  that  lessons  are 
learned  to  make  sure  that  this 
does  not  happen  again. 

"This  year  there  has  been  a 
record  number  of  deaths  in 
prisons  — 69  in  England  and 
Wales." 

The  toll  has  been  rising, 
from  41  in  1992,  to  47  in  1993 
and  62  last  year.  In  the  new 
year  Sir  David  Ramsbotham, 
HM  Inspector  of  Prisons,  is  to 
conduct  an  inquiry  into  sui- 
cides in  Jafl 


WINTER  SALE  STARTS  TODAY 


HEALS 


TOTTENHAM  CRT  RO  Wt  • KINGS  RD  SWJ  • TUNSGATE  GUILDFORD 
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Ethnic  Albanians  allege  torture  by  Serbian  police 

Rebel  insurgency 
looms  in  Kosovo 


WORLD  NEWS  S 

German  ‘in  plot 
to  stage  suicide 
attack  in  Israel’ 


Karan  Cotaman  In  Pvtatina 


C £ hey  beat  me 
■ ■ ■ the  soles  of 

SR  my  feet  Tor 
■ about  is  min- 
utes. I was  naked.  Then  they 
moved  to  my  tegs.  They 
me  to  stand  up  and  then  they 
started  the  electrocution. 
They  sprayed  me  with  water 
and  that  eletfrocrated  me.  I 
lost  consciousness  many 
times.” 

Alban  Neziri,  aged  23. 
calmly  described  the  tor  Luna 
he  received  at  the  of 

the  Serb  police  in  Kosovo. 

Last  January  police  came  to 
his  flat  in  Pristina,  the  capital 
of  the  Serbian  province  of 
Kosovo,  and  arrested  htm 
They  then  tortured  him  jn  & 
prison  cell  for  four  days. 

Mr.  Neziri  was  one  of  19  eth- 
nic Albanians  tried  in  a court 
in  Pristina  for  terrorist  activ- 
ities. The  trial  began  in  Octo- 
ber. When  the  verdict  was  de- 
livered earlier  this  month  17 
received  sentences  of  up  to  20 
years.  Mr  Neziri  was  one  of 
two  released. 

He  had  spent  u months  in 
prison.  A medical  student  in 

PriaHna  Ha  h<iI  Mia 


regime  who  may  be  potential 
KLA  recruits. 

About  90  per  wmt  of  the 
population  in  thtg  southern 
Serbian  province  are  ethnic 
Albanians.  But  they  are  ruled 
by  Serbs  whose  authority 
they  refuse  to  recognise.  Ko- 


tenegro  who  have  come  to  pay 

their  respects.  A black  and 

white  photograph  of  a young 
Ged  stands  an  a table  out- 
side. Above  it  hangs  the  Alba- 
nian flag,  with  Us  red  back- 
ground and-  double-headed 


Pmrtd  Sharrock 
In  JwiHlm 


sovo  had  a measure  of  auton- 
omy until  1969  when  it  was 
removed  by  Slobodan  Milose- 
vic, then  Serbia’s  president- 
The  ethnic  Albanians  in 
Kosovo  are  despised  by  many 


Ged's  brother,  Avtinl,  said 
the  attack  cm  his  village  was 

wnjngttftprt 

“It  was  a horrifying  act 

done  to  gpraari  ffrar  among  fta 
population  in  order  to  drive 
them  out  of  the  country  and 
to  abandon  the  homeland.” 

Up  the  road  from  Ged’s 
bouse,  there  are  more  stories 
o£  defiance.  Sokol  Zabeli’s 
house  bears  the  marks  of  the 
many  bullets  which  hit  it  on 
November  26.  His  cow  was 
killed.  Mr  Zabeli  said  he 
would  never  again  in  a 
basement  from  the  Serbs.  In- 
stead ha  would  “take  to  the 
forests”  if  the  repression 
continued. 

"What  do  I have  to  lose?  I 
have  nothing  to  lose  ...  I 
would  simply  .take  a gun  and 
start  shooting  or  simply 
a gun  and  join  arty  type  of 
militant  force  without  asking 
about  logistics  or 
possibilities." 


‘bored  to  death 


Paul  Wobstar  In  Parte . 

JUST  before  the  big  blue- 
motorway  sighs  an- 
nounce the  approach  to 
Chalon-sur-Sa&ne  on  the 
route  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, thousands  of  motor- 
ists every  year  stnk  into  a 
potentially  deadly  doze,  .ac- 
cording to  scientific 
research  into  a puzzling  ac- 
cident pattern  on  the  A6  be- 
tween Paris  and  Lyons. 

On  a slightly  lesser  scale, 
the  killer  siesta  over- 
takes drivers  in  two  zones 
near  Courtenay  and  Aval- 
Ion.  The  three  blackspots 
account  for  a sixth  Of  all  ax 
cidents  along  Europe's 
fevourite  holiday  route  and 
a third  of  all  deaths. 

Jean- Jacques  Nlccond, 
the  road  users’  representa- 
tive for  the  toll  company 
which  operates  the  Aft,  said 
that  until  research  was  car- 
ried out  by  a specialist 
team  from  a Parte  universi- 
ty, the  accident  pattern  had: 
baffled  police. 

“Nothing  about  the  state 
of  the  road,  mechanical 
conditions  or  psychological 
factors  were  in  question,” 
he  said,  alter  investigators 
analysed  mure  than  17,000 
accidents  over  four  years.  _ 
A specialist  team  at  Rene 
Descartes  University-^  in 
Paris  spent  a year  drawing 
up  an  A6  crash  chart  Anal- 
ysis of  accidents  involving 
traffic  entering  and  leaving 


the  Paris  region  shows  the 
first  blackspot  to  he  about 
19  miles  from  the  .toll 
booths,  indicating  that.the 
deadly  doze  usually  over- 
takes incoming  traffic  after 

along  drive.  - 

The  graph  swings  wildly 
up  and  down,  with  daytime 
accidents  peaking' about 
every  25  miles  before  shoot- 
ing up  to  a summit  at  Cha- 
lpn,  220  miles!  south  of  the 
capital,  proving  that,  the 
sleep  syndrome.,  hits  out- 
going Paris  drivers  hardest 
after  about  three  hours. 

“The  daylight  rate  is 
worst  Just  after  lunch,  while 
the  night-time  peak  is  be- 
tween 4am  and  Bam."  Ge- 
rard Veyre.  the  motorway's 
safety  adviser,  saidu  “We 
also  found  that  it  was  the 
easiest  sections  of  the  mo- 
torway that  were  the  most 
dangerous." 

Fourteen  . volunteer 
drivers  were  recruited. 
Monitors  discovered  there 
were  - phases  of  “micro- 
sleep",  when  drivers  dozed 
off  -for  between  one  and 
four  seconds  at  regular 
intervals. 

Between  Paris  and  Lyons, 
260  miles,  mlcrosleep 
phases  lasted  a total  of  six 
minutes  <m  average,  equiv- 
alent to  about  7%  miles  of 
motorway  at  a speed  of 
73  miles  an  hour.  •• 

Authorities  are  expected 

to  Introduce  noisy  road  snr- 

fkces  and  flashing  signs  to 

keep  drivers  awake. 


Japanese  fake  the  fairytale 


Jonathan  Watte  In  Tokyo 


A RECENT  advertise- 
ment in  Japan’s 
Etogilsh-langnage  press 
read:  “Help  Wanted: 
Ordained  pastors  and 
aries  to  perform  weddings  at 
hotel  churches,  bridal  haDs 
and  restaurants.  Those  who 
are  not  ordained  but  experi- 
enced Christians  me  accept- 
able. Age  from  30  up  to  50."  . 

Such  adverts  are  testimony 
.to.  the  demand  for  Christian- 
style  nuptials  as  couples  In- 
creasingly reyect  the  fonnalr 
ityand  expense  of  traditional 
Japanese  weddings. 

Dave  Hnllandi,  an  Ameri- 
can teacher.  aged  3A  has  been 
“marrying”  couples  in  Hiro- 
shima for  almost  two  years 
despite  never  having  been 
judained.  ... 

T was  raised  a Catholic 
hut;  to  be  honest.  I am  not 

very  religious,"  Mr  Hdlandl 
said.  He  earns  up  to  $1000 
(£750)  a weekend  for  perform- 
ing the  rote  of  priest.  He  dons 

a white  robe  with  a gold  sash 
and  red  cross. for  the  cere- 
mony, but  confesses  to  not 
knowing- the  meaning  of 
everything  he  has  to  say. 


im  iVLi  vy, 

n r, 

“But  I approach  it  with  feel- 
! ing  and  I know  how  to  empha- , 
, sisethe  most  important  bits," 
he  said.  “My  goal  is,  make  the  i 
lady  cry.” 

A spokesperson  at  Youth 
Centre,  the  personnel  agency 
that  recruits  him  and  four 
other  part-time  priests,  said: 
"An  increasing  number  of 
hntph  are  building  rfmprfg  so 
they  can  stage  Christian-style 
weddings,  which  have  be- 
come more  popular  than  tra- 
ditional Japanese  services  in 
the  past  five  to.  10  years.” 

Less  than  1 per  cent  of  Ja- 


loofcs  best,"  Seichi  Kadowaki 
of  the  Topro  wedding  agency 
in  Tokyo  said.  "And  most 
young  women  would  rather 
wear  a white  wedding  dress 
than  a heavy  and  expensive 
kimono  and  wig  for  the  initial 
ceremony." 

Japanese  weddings  usually 
involve  several  changes  of 
dress  and  combine  Eastern 
and  Western  styles.  Compa- 
nies such  as  Ttopro  co-ordi- 
nate the  purchase  of  wedding 
rings,  hiring  outfits  and  book- 
ing venues,  among  other  de- 
tails. It  was  a hugely  prafit- 


*Most  women  would  rather  wear  a white 
wedding  dress  than  a traditional 
Idmono  and  wig  for  the  initial  ceremony’ 


i pan’s  population  are  church- 
goers, but  it  is  estimated  that 
almost  half  foe  country's  wed- 
dings are  conducted  by  Chris- 
tian clergymen  — albeit  fake 
ones.  Ten  years  ago,  foe  ma- 
jority of  such  ceremonies 
were  held  at  Shinto  shrines. 

"It  is  not  a case  of  which  is 

better  in  terms  of  religion. 
What  is  important  is  which 


able  business  at  the  end  of  the 
1980s,  when  many  Japanese 
people  suddenly  had  more 
disposable  income. 

"People  went  really  over- 
board,"  Mr  Kadowaki  said. 
"In  some  cases  the  bride  and  i 
groom  would  enter  the  recep- 
tion on  laaer-fflimmated  gon- 
dolas in  a cloud  of  dry  ice.” 

He  recalled  it  was  common 


for  brides  to  change  outfits 
four  times  during  the  wed- 
ding. Such  practices  are  now 
less  commonplace  because  of 
an  economic  slowdown. 

“We  are  feeling  the  pinch. 
More  and  more  couples  are 
saying  they  want  a simple 
wedding,  and  for  a business 
like  ours  that  Is  tough.”  he 
said,  estimating  that  thp  aver- 
age wedding  costs  3 million 
yen  (£13,600)  — 15  per  cent 

less  than  five  years  ago. 

Toshiko  Kakeuchi  of  the 
Anfosion  wedding  agency  in 
Tokyo  agreed  that  customers 
were  trimming  their  budgets. 
But  she  said  Christian-style 
weddings  were  seen  as  having 
the  right  combination  of  sim- 
plicity and  glamour,  espe- 
cially if  the  priest  was  a 
Westerner. 

“The  current  trend  is 
church-style,  but  in  most 
cakes  it  is  Just  about  appear- 
ances — following  America. 
The  ceremony  is  very  shal- 
low,” she  said. 

Mr  Holland!  agreed.  “The 
only  thing  that  Is  really  Im- 
portant is  to  get  the  couple's 
parties  right.  That  and  posi- 
tioning them  so  that  when 
they  kiss,  it  is  an  lined  up  for 
the  cameras.” 


A GERMAN  charged  with 
terrorism  is  proctf  that 
the  militant  Islamic 
group  Hizbullah  is  recruiting 
would-be  suicide  bombers  in 
Europe  for  attacks  in  Israel,  a 
newspaper  claimed 
yesterday. 

The  Jerusalem  daily  Yediot 
Ahoronot  said  Stephan  Josef 
Smyrek,  a German,  aged  26. 
who  was  charged  on  Thurs- 
day with  planning  a suicide 
attack,  was  part  of  Hizbul- 
lah's Europe  unit. 

Prosecutors  told  an  Israeli 
court  that  Mr  Smyrek  admit- 
ted planning  a suicide  attack 
on  Haife  or  Tel  Aviv.  But  his 
lawyer.  Daniel  Assan.  said 
after  three  weeks’  solitary 
confinement  without  access 
to  a lawyer  or  the  German 
embassy  there  were  reasons 
to  doubt  his  confession. 

The  paper  claimed  the  sui- 
cide unit  was  set  up  two  years 
ago.  Israeli  security  officials 
first  leaned  of  it  during  in- 
vestigations into  Hussein 
Mikdad,  a Lebanese  man 
crippled  when  a bomb  be  was 


Masked  Islamists  rally  yesterday  to  celebrate  the  1 Pth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Islamic  movement  Hamas  in  Gaza  City  photograph;  aog.hana 


News  in  brief 


preparing  exploded  prema- 
turely in  Jerusalem  in  1996. 

Mr  Smyrek  arrived  In  Is- 
rael in  late  November, 
following  a stopover  In  Am- 
sterdam where  he  was  de- 
tained for  several  hours  at  foe 
airport  by  Dutch  police.  Israel 
Radio  claimed  Mr  Smyrek 
wns  known  to  Interpol  for 
“terrorist"  connections.  But 
instead  of  being  alarmed  by 
the  police  attention.  Mr 
Smyrek  continued  his  flight 
to  Israel.  He  was  arrested  on 
arrival. 

The  Indictment  said  Mr 
Smyrek  converted  to  Islam  In 
19M.  Two  years  later,  he  al- 
legedly contacted  Hizbullah 
and  travelled  to  Lebanon  to 
train  in  the  use  of  light 
weaponry  and  explosives. 

Hizbullah  denied  recruiting 
Mr  Smyrek. 

A relative  said:  “We're  sure 
the  judges  in  Israel  will 
understand  foal  the  person 
standing  before  them  is  not  a 
terrorist,  but  a naive  young 
man,  not  especially  bright . . . 
He  has  a police  file  for  smok- 
ing hashish.  Who  doesn’t 
smoke  hashish?  But  only  he 
was  enough  of  an  idiot  to  be 
arrested  for  it." 


Fighting  resumes 
in  Cambodia 

OPPOSITION  forces  loyal  to  Cambodia's  deposed  co-prime 
minister.  Prince  Norodom  Ranariddh,  said  they  were  under 
heavy  attack  yesterday  by  government  troops  in  the  border 
town  of  O’Smach  after  a three-day  lull  earlier  this  week. 

But  Thai  military  nearby  said  they  had  heard  only  light 
shelling  across  the  border  and  foe  government  spokesman  for 
defence,  Nieng  Phat,  had  no  information  on  the  situation. 

General  Khan  Savoeun  said  his  forces  in  O’Smach  were  hit 
by  50  shells  yesterday,  and  that  more  than  500  government 
troops  were  pushing  into  O'Smach  from  over  the  Thai  border. 

Cambodia  has  been  plagued  by  factional  fighting  since  the  co- 
prime  minister  Hun  Sen  deposed  his  former  coalition  partner. 
Prince  Ranariddh,  on  July  & — Reuters.  Phnom  Penh. 


Jailbreak  ends  in  tragedy 

NINE  prisoners  in  a Brazilian  jail  died  and  three  people  they  were 
bedding  hostage  were  injured  when  an  escape  attempt  ended  in 
car  crashes  and  shootouts  with  police,  news  reports  said. 

The  rebellion  at  foe  jail  In  the  northeastern  city  afPortaleza 
began  on  Wednesday  during  a Christmas  party,  when  a gang  of 

Initiates  tfnwfthphndiig^iinripnlirfliihntiiprlcnnfTfl^ 

Glnhn  tetaririnn  and  nawa  agencies  said. 

Police  agreed  to  give  the  prisoners  guns  and  four  cars,  the  - 
reports  said.  Two  cars  awaked,  kill tngfourftigTtivBR-  Police  tflint 

arid  killed  four  more  prisoners.  — Reuters,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


Emirates  caps  dowries 

PRESIDENT  Zayed  bin  Sultan  A1  Nahyan  of  the  United  Arab 
Knirates  has  ratified  alaw  that  sets  a celling  an  dowries  and 
wedding  celebrations,  the  Khaleej  Times  reported  yesterday. 

The  law  is  aimed  at  encouraging  marriage  among  nationals.  It 
sets  the  maximum  dowry  for  brides  Ed 20,000 dizbams  (about 
£3^00).  limits  wedding  parties  to  one  day  and  allows  a maximum 
of  nine  camels  to  be  slaughtered  for  the  celebration. 

High  dowry  and  wedding  costs  have  fenced  many  Emirates 
men  to  seek  foreign  brides.  Officials  worry  the  native  population 
will  dwindle  ftxrfoer  if  this  trend  continues.  ■— AP.  Dubai. 


Iran  appoints  women  judges 


IRAN  has  appointed  women  as  judges  for  the  first  time  since  its 
1979 Islamic  revolution,  the  Iranian  news  agency,  IRNA,  said. 

It  said  four  women  lawyers  were  named  this  week  as  judges  In 
family  courts  in  SharRey,  near  Tehran.  Iran  passed  a law  in  1992 

opening  the  way  for  women  to  sit  as  assistant  judges  in  courts 
hearing  divorce  cases,  but  Islamic  laws  excluded  women  from 
portions  in  which  they  could  pass  judgment — Reuters,  Tehran. 


Pedalling  for  world  peace 


TAHKRMadraswala  greets  relatives  after  ending  a 12-year 
world  bicycle  tour  for  peace.  He  returned  to  Ahmedobad  in 
India  after  visiting  34  countries  photograph;  kalrtbhac*«ch 


Do  you  have  difficulty  obtaining  your  copy  of 


Charity  plane  lands  in  Iraq 

A PLANK  chartered  hy  an  Tcpbmflle  charity  landed  in  IKM 

yesterday,  bringing  Christmas  gifts  and  medicine  for  children  hit 

by  United  Nations  sanctions,  foe  Iraqi  news  agency,  INA,  said. 

•Ifcor  Magnossan,  founder  eff Peace 2000.  said  the  flight  was  an 
“appeal  for  International  organisations  to  lift  sanctions  cm  Iraq  ■ 
Stringent  UN  trade  sanctions,  including  an  air  embargo,  were 
imposed  for  its  1990  invasion  ofKuwalL — Raders.  Baghdad. 
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Mexican  massacre 


villagers  mourn 


Phfl  Goman  In  Meadco  City 

and  Reutovs 
bi  Tuxtia  GutttmNE 


AS  MANY  as  18  of  the 
43  suspects  so  &r  ar- 
rested for  the  pre- 
Christmas  massacre 
at  Cbenalho  in  the  southern 
Mexican  state  of  Chiapas  were 
yesterday  expected  to  be 
charged  with  murder,  possibly 
under  organised  crime  laws. 

Despite  efforts  by  state  and 
federal  governments,  along 
with  the  ruling  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party  (PRI).  to 
evade  responsibility  for  the 
killings,  the  opposition  con- 
tinues to  insist  that  political 
heads  must  roll. 

Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas,  the 
governor  of  Mexico  City,  was 
among  leaders  of  the  centre- 
left  Party  of  the  Democratic 
Revolution  (PRD)  calling  for 
"the  removal  of  the  current 
authorities  [in  Chiapas],  in- 
cluding. above  all,  governor 
[Julio  Cesar]  Ruiz  Ferro". 

Forty-five  villagers  were 
slaughtered  by  masked  para- 
military forces  two  days  be- 
fore Christmas. 

The  Zapatista  (EZLN)  guer- 
rilla leadership  said  "direct 

responsibility falls  on 

[President]  Ernesto  Zedillo 
and  the  interior  ministry, 
who  two  years  ago  gave  the 
green  light  to  the  counter- 


insurgency  project  proposed 
by  the  federal  army".  They 
accused  the  government  of 
"simulated  dialogue”  to  "give 
the  death  squads  time  to  pre- 
pare themselves". 

The  interior  minister,  Emi- 
lio Choayffet,  said  die  Zapa- 
tistas' accusations  were  "false 
and  merely  contribute  to  the 
creation  of  a climate  of 
confusion”- 

Mpyir-n  has  said  interna- 
tional nails  for  prompt  and 
effective  action  against  those 
responsible  constitute  “unac- 


Mostofthe45 
dead,  four  of  them 
pregnant,  were  . 
shot  in  the  back 


ceptable  interference  in  Mexi- 
co's internal  affairs". 

The  Mexican  press  has 
been  baying  for  Mr  Ruiz’s 
head,  crying  negligence  after 
a Roman  Catholic  priest,  Gon- 
zalo  Ituarte,  twice  called  his 
office  with  warnings  as  the 
carnage  unfurled. 

Mr  Ruiz  insisted  his  office 
alerted  police  in  Chenalho 
after  the  first  call  and  was 
told  nothing  was  amiss.  The 
slaughter  went  an  for  up  to 
four  hours. 


As  the  bodies  of  the  45  vic- 
tims, Including  tear  pregnant 
women,  were  buried  on 
Christmas  Day  in  two  mass 

graves  dose  to  the  scene  of 
the  massacre,  it  emerged,  that 
most  had  been  shot  in  the 
back. 

Meanwhile,  the  shattered 
families  of  Acteal,  in  the  mu- 
nicipality of  Chenalho,  north- 
east of  San  Cristobal  de  las 
Casas,  returned  to  the  scene 
of  the  killings  accompanied 
by  priests  In  a procession 
through  rugged,  coffee-grow- 
ing mountains.  They  carried 
white  chrysanthemums  and 
candles  for  a Christmas  Mass 
conducted  over  a sea  c£  cof- 
fins in  Spanish  by  Bishop 
Samuel  Ruiz  of  San  Cristobal 

and  In  the  TZOtzii  Indian  Ian. 

guage  by  local  leaders. 

The  families  then  carried 
out  the  grisly  task  of  identify- 
ing corpses  disfigured  by 
wounds,  a double  set  of 
autopsies  and  three  days 
under  a hot  sun. 

In  a toneral  oration.  Bishop 
Ruiz  called  on  the  survivors 
“not  to  stumble  on  the  rock  of 
hatred  and  vengeance”. 

Meanwhile,  the  federal 
army,  which  Is  accused  at 
best  of  inaction  and  at  worst 
of  complicity  with  the  para- 
military killers,  deployed 
2,000  extra  troops  in  Chen- 
alho, according  to  reports 
from  the  scene. 


Villagers  wat^h  qs  a ynffjn  bnlrtfug  rra»nf  45  Mexicans  wawngred  rm  Tuesday  Is  carried  to  he  buried  on  Christmas  Day 
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Cubans  enjoy  spirit  of  Christmas  revolution 


At  the  Pope’s  request  Castro  has  given  people  a break  from  the 
canefield  and  a taste  of  festivities,  writes  Tom  Cibb  in  Havana 


CUBANS  had  Christ- 
mas off  for  the  first 
time  in  almost  30 
years  after  President  Fidel 
Castro  agreed  to  a papal 
request.  But  the  holiday 
left  many  younger  people 
wondering  wbat  it  was  all 
about. 

All  other  public  holidays 
on  the  island  are  to  mark 
anniversaries  involving  Mr 
0851X0*8  1989  revolution  or 
independence  from  Spain. 
New  year  coincides  with 
the  flight  of  the  former  dic- 
tator Fnlgencio  Batista  and 
so  has  always  been 
celebrated. 

When  asked  why  Decem- 
ber 25  was  a public  holiday. 
Yamilet  Ramirez,  aged 
nine,  said  that  as  January  1 
was  “for  the  triumph  of  the 


revolution”,  then  Decem- 
ber 25  must  be  for  when  Mr 
Castro  left  for  Havana.  “It 
was  some  time  around 
then.” 

In  a televised  speech  to 
announce  the  holiday,  Mr 
Castro  explained  that  the 
ChHrtnuM  public  holiday 
was  abandoned  after  the 
revolution  because  it  dis- 
rupted the  sugar  harvest,  at 
its  height  in  December. 

“We  realised  there  were 
traditions  from  Europe 
which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  our  country,  climate 
and  conditions,”  he  wild. 

He  made  It  clear  that  the 
holiday  was  a one-off  ges- 
ture to  Pope  John  Paul  n, 
who  is  due  to  visit  Cuba  for 
the  first  time  in  January. 
Next  year  it  will  be  back  to 


work  on  the  sugar  harvest 
as  normal. 

Observing  Christmas  was 
never  totally  banned.  A mi- 
nority of  practising  Roman 
Catholics  continued  to  cele- 
brate at  home  and  attend 
mass.  But  in  foe  atmo- 
sphere of  conflict  between 
Church  and  state  in  foe 
first  decades  of  the  revolu- 
tion, most  Cubans  felt  it 
safer  to  ignore  the  festival. 

Until  1992  religious  be- 
lievers were  not  allowed  to 
join  the  Communist  Party 
and  complained  of  being 
barred  from  university 
places  and  certain  jobs. 

But  Cuba  has  undergone 
a religions  revival  during 
the  past  seven  years. 
Churches  are  once  again 
fiilL  This  year  many  house- 


Cardinal  Ortega  arrives  for  mass  at  Havana  Cathedral 


holds  had  Christmas  trees 
visible  from  the  street  But 
there  was  no  public  cele- 
bration, and  thg  holiday 
seemed  more  like  a quiet 
Sunday. 

For  the  first  time  official 
shops,  which  trade  in  dol- 
lars, decorated  their  win- 
dows to  promote  Christmas 
gift  sales.  The  irony  of  state 


promotion  was  not  Lost  on 
Cuba’s  senior  Roman  Cath- 
olic churchman.  Cardinal 
Jaime  Ortega. 

In  his  midnight  mass 
homily  in  Havana’s  old  ca- 
thedral, he  recalled  an  era 
when  believers  made  sacri- 
fices to  attend  mass,  say- 
ing: “We  have  celebrated 
true  Christmases.” 


Black-owned  companies  wish  American 
big  business  a very  unhappy  Kwanzaa 


■»  T ill,  » ■—  - - ■ 

MEf  011  neciM  m wasrangnm 


Businesses  supplying 
festive  food,  toys  and 
greetings  cards  were  sent  an 
anseasonal  message  yester- 
day from  black  Americans: 
you  fkce  a boycott  if  you  con- 
tinue to  cash  in  on  our 

VmTwam  holiday . . 

The  International  Black 
Buyers  and  Manufacturers 
groqp  said  only  Mack-owned 
firms  shmild  make  a profit 
from  the  seven-day  African- 
American  holiday,  which 
began  yesterday  and  contin- 
ues until  January  L - 
The  overfly  political  festi- 
val was  launched  in  San 
Francisco  In  1966  at  the 
height  of  foe  Black  Power 
movement.  It  is  marked  by 
the  lighting  of  red.  green  and 
black  candles  and  by  ex- 
changing handmade,  suppos- 
edly traditional,  gifts. 

More  than  1,000  black- 


owned  firms  have  called  an 
African-Americans  to  boycott 
Kwanzaa  goods  that  are 
made,  marketed  or  sold  by 
mmpanies  whose  owners  are 
not  hTnrk  The  organisation 
says  such  practices  are  “arro- 
gantly exploitative  of  the  cul- 
ture of  African  people”. 


They  can  sell  what 
they  want,  but  we 
can  buy  from 
whom  we  want3 


One  member,  Ayo  Handy- 
Clary,  said:  “We  feel  it  is  not 
business  as  usual  for  people 
of  other  races  and  cultures  to 
market  our  culture  and  sell  It 
backto  us.” 

But  stores  protested  that 
they  were  only  responding  to 
customer  demand  and  would 


be  criticised  if  they  did  not 
sell  Kwanzaa  goods. 

hi  the  United  States  "politi- 
cally correct”  end-of-year 
holiday  culture,  references  to 
Christmas  are  now  carefully 
balanced  with  those  to  Han- 


nnkah  and  Kwanzaa  and  the 
all-embracing  term  “Happy 
Holidays”. 

A Swahili  word  meaning 
first  fruits,  Kwanzaa  has  no 
traditional  African  roots  but 
has  served  as  a focus  for  some 
hiadf  Americans  to  honour 
their  African  origins.  It  is 
now  also  promoted  in  the  Ca- 
ribbean, Canada  and  Britain. 

Colgate-Palmolive,  one  of 
the  companies  criticised  yes- 
terday, bag  an  advertisement 
for  toothbrushes  which  says 
"Best  wishes  for  a happy  and 
healthy  Kwanzaa”. . 

“These  companies  have  the 
right  to  sell  what  they  want," 
said  one  black  retailer.  "But 
we  also  have  the  right  to  buy 
from  whom  we  want"  1 
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Toshiro  Mifune 


OBITUARIES  7 


of  the 
samurai 

THE  powerful,  alhe- 1 work  as  a bi 

teuc  and  handsome  J was  given  a small  part  in  K 
Toshiro  Mifune,  jiro  Yamamoto’s  The  Foolis 

ff*1  Times  OBUk-Bat  It  wasKu 
rim  Was  top  Mlffinp.  J neorm'i*  rWirtih*.  a « • .. 


THE  powerful,  alhe- 
letic  and  handsome 
Toshiro  Miftme, 
who  has  died  aged 
77,  was  the  engine- 
room  of  16  of  Akira  Kur- 
osawa’s pictures,  because 
of  toem  became  ' the  best- 
known  Japanese  actor  out- 
side Japan  since  Sessne  Haya- 
kawa  made  it  in  Hollywood  in 
the  silent  era.  The  popularity 
of  Kurosawa,  the  most  cele- 
brated of  all  Japnese  fn™  dp. 
rectors  in  the  West,  probably 
derives  from  his  films’ 
greater  proximity  to  Ameri- 
can movies  than  those  of  his 
contemporaires.  Three  of 
them  (Rashomon,  The  Seam 
Samurai  and  Yojimbo)  were 
transformed  into  Westerns 
while  the  crossover  occurred 
in  reverse  with  adaptations 
from  Shakespeare  (Macbeth 
as  Throne  cf  Bloody  Dos- 
toevsky (The  Jdiot),  Gorky 
(The  Lower  Depths').  Dashlel 
Hammett  (Yojimbo)  and  Ed 
McBain  (The  Bad  Sleep  Well). 

The  partnership  between 
Kurosawa  and  Mifune-  (10 
years  younger  than  the  direc- 
tor) began  in  1948  and 
until  1965  when  there  was  a 
falling  out,  the  reason  for 
which  both  always  refused  to 
discuss. 

Born  to  Japanese  parents  in 
Tsingtao,  China,  Miftme 
served  in  the  Japanese  army 
during  the  second  world  war, 
working  as  an  aerial  photog- 
rapher. Hie  then  entered  the 
Toho  film  studio  intending  to 


David  Schramm 


work  as  a rarngwraan  but 
was  given  a small  part  in  Ka- 
JJro  Yamamoto’s  The  Foolish 
Times  (1946).  But  it  was  Kur- 
osawa's Drunken  Angel  (1946) 
that  made  Miftme  a star.  He 
played  a young  gangster  who 
comes  to  a doctor’s  surgery 
i one  night  to  have  a bullet 
removed,  but  is  discovered  to 
have  TB.  Although  Kur- 
osawa’s first  important  film 
has  been  compared  with  the 
Italian  Neo-Realists,  it  comes 
closer  to  a Warner  Bros’  gang- 
ster film  of  the  1930s,  the 
James  Cagney  role  being 
taken  by  Mlfime.  He  certainly 
had  Cagney’s  anger,  swagger 
and  bravado. 

The  following  year,  in  The 
Quiet  DueWSxa  osawa  allowed  1 
him  to  show  a sensitive  <nde 
as  an  idealistic  doctor,  who 
contracts,  syphilis  from  the 
blood  of  a patient  Treating 
himself  in  secret  and  tor- 
mented by  his  conscience  and 
his  celibacy,  he  rejects  his  Or 
anc£e  without  explanation. 

Rashomon  (1950),  the  first 
Japanese  film  to  be  shown 
widely  In  the  West,  saw  Mi- 
ftme playing  a cynical  bandit 
who  kills  a samurai  and  rapes 
his  wife.  At  the  subsequent 
trial,  the  incident  is  described 
in  four  conflicting  versions, 
demonstrating  the  subjective 
nature  cf  truth.  (It  beoune  a 
Paul  Newman  Western,  The 
Outrage,  in  1964.) 

In  1954  Miftme  gave  his 
most  famous  perfbmance  in 
Kurosawa’s  universally  ac- 


Face  to  Faith 


Found  in  the 
depths  of  time 


THE  images  that  come  to 
mind  for  the  New  Year 
are  of  a calendar  being 
Hipped  over  and  the 
line  in  my  chequebook  where 
1 must  remember  to  write  the 

new  digit.  Then  l And  myself 

doing  mental  arithmetic  and 
speculating  that  if  I die  at  the 
same  age  as  my  mother. 

I've  had  almost  two-thirds  of 
my  life,  with  about  another 
6,935 days  left  to  go.  1 end  up 
play  Ing  with  figures  because, 
tome,  that’s  all  that  the  New 
Year  is — a change  in  our  way 
of  numbering.  There  is  no  cos- 
mic reason  why  the  day  we 
call  January  1 should  be  con- 
sidered the  start  of  the  year. 

The  ancient  Greeks  cele- 
brated New  Year  on  December 
21,  the  winter  solstice.  The  an- 
cient Egyptians  marked  the 
autumn  equinox,  September 
21,  as  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  the  Celts  began  again  on 
November  1 and  the  Treasury 
uses  April  6.  In  fact  it  was  not 
until  17S3  that  Protestant  Brit- 
ain reluctantly  adopted  the 
Gregorian  calendar,  and  con- 
ceded that  January  1 would  be 
the  day  when  we  would  de- 
clare the  year  to  be  new.  By 
contrast,  the  date  when  we  cel- 
ebrate Christmas  — just  after 
the  winter  solstice  in  the 
northern  hemisphere  — is  for 
me  all  part  of  its  meaning. 

Long  before  Christ,  Europe- 
ans felt  a need  to  honour  the 
gods  during  the  season  when 
they  were  shrouded  in  dark- 
ness, and  feared  ata  primitive 
level  that  the  sun  would  aban- 
don them  completely.  In  the 
days  of  the  Roman  Empire,  De- 
cember 25  was  known  as  the 
Birthday  of  the  Unconquered 
Sun.  celebrating  the  belief 
that  Saturn,  god  of  apicul- 
ture, had  overthrown  his  boss 
Jupiter.  In  Persia,  fires  were 
lit  to  Mithras,  the  god  who 
represented  the  light  of  day 
and  the  bright  heavens. 

In  establishing  Christen- 
dom, the  church  had  to  decide 
whether  to  outlaw  these  festi- 
vals or  appropriate  therm  and 
turn  December  25,  and  all  that 
went  with  it,  into  Christmas. 

It  wisely  decided  on  the  latter 
and.  by  using  Christ’s  names 
— the  Light  of  the  World  and 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness — 
neatly  connected  the  Chris- 
tian idea  of  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  God  with  earlier  under- 
standing of  our  place  in  the 
solar  system. 

By  celebrating  Christinas  at 
that  point  in  the  year  when  the 
days  start  to  lengthen  again, 
we  remind  ourselves  of  that 


Once  upon  a time  in  the  east  — To&hiro  Miftme  in  his  most  famous  role,  as  the  would-be  warrior  in  The  Seven  Samurai 


claimed  The  Seven  Samurai 
(which  would  spawn  The 
Magnfiant  Seven  in  i960).  As 
the  wild,  loud-mouthed 
would-be  samurai,  he 
revealed  what  an  extraordi- 
nary actor  he  Was,  ranging 
from  slapstick  comedy  to  gen- 
uine pathos.  When  be  is  un- 
' masked  as  a former's  son  »nrf 
not  a nobleman  as  he 
he  delivers  an  unforgettably 
emotional  speech  to  the  war- 
riors. 

In  T Live  in  Fear  (1955),  Mi- 
fane  was  a prosperous  busi- 
nessman who  decides  to  emi- 
grate to  Brazil  with  his  large 
family  because  he  believes 
that  the  effects  of  nuclear  war 
win  be  less  there.  Playing  a 
much  older  man,  he’s  quirky 
in  the  satirical  first  half  and  a 
tragic  Lear-like  figure 
towards  the  end. 

However  Mifune  was  more 


often  seen  and  appreciated  as 
a samurai,  whether  the  Japa- 
nese Macbeth  In  Throne  of 
Blood  (1957),  said  to  be  TS 
Eliot’s  favourite  film,  gro- 
tesquely humorous  in  ' The 
Bidden  Fortress  (1958),  or 
splendidly  heroic  in  Yojimbo 
(1961)  for  which  he  won  the 
best  actor  'prize  in  Venice. 
(The  latter  became  A Fistful 
Of  Dollars  with  a more  impas- 
sive Clint  Eastwood  in  the  Mi- 
fane  role.)  Sanluro  (1962)  was 
the  nearest  Kurosawa  came  to 
spoofing  the  samurai  genre, 
an  eastern  Western  with  Mi- 
fune fighting  corruption  with 
a sword  in  his  band  and  a 
tongue  in  the  cheek 
The  last  film  Miftme  made 
for  Kurosawa,  Red  Beard 
(1965),  won  him  another  act- 
ing award  at  Venice.  As  an 
aging  autocratic  doctor  who 
teaches  a young  intern  the 


rewards  of  healing  the  poor  in 
I9th-centnzy  Japan,  he  gave 
another  powerhouse  por- 
trayal In  the  title  role.  Miftme 
was  never  as  impressive  for 
other  directors.  In  Kenji  Mi- ! 
zognehi’s  masterful  The  lift 
of  Oharu  (1952),  he  played  a 
man  from  the  lower  classes , 
who  falls  for  the  daughter  of  a 
samurai  and  is  beheaded  for  ; 
hi«t  audacity. 

Tp  1963  Mifune  formed  his 
own  production  company,  Mi- 
tinw  Productions,  for  which 
he  directed  The  Legacy  of  the 
500,000.  a period  film  that 
failed  at  the  box  office.  Al- 
though he  could  barely  speak 
English,  he  appeared  in  a 
number  of  American-pro- 
duced movies  in  the  1960s  and 
1970s,  in  which  little  use  was 
mada  of  faiant  These  in- 
cluded John  Frankenbeimer’s 
Grand  Prix  (1966),  in  which 


he  was  a Japanese  car  manu- 
facturer, and  Midway  (1976) 
where  be  played  Admiral  Ya- 
mamoto. The  one  decent  role 
he  had  in  the  West  was  as  a 
Japanese  naval  commander 
stranded  cm  a Pacific  atoll 
with  Lee  Marvin  as  an  Ameri- 
can pilot  in  John  Boorman’s 
Hell  in  the  Pacific  (1969). 

Television  audiences  also 
became  fiwniifor  with  Mifune 
as  Lord  Toranaga  in  the 
American  series  Shogun 
(1980),  adapted  from  James 
davell’s  novel.  But  to  see  the 
best  of  Toshiro  Mifune,  who 
is  survived  by  two  sons,  one 
has  to  go  back  to  the  Kur- 
osawa films  and  his  dynamic 
prwapnpa  in  them 


Cosmology’s  own  high  energy  star 


PROFESSOR  David 
Schramm,  who  has  I 
died  aged  52  in  an  air 
crash  near  Denver, 
Colorado,  at  the  controls  of 
hi<>  own  plana,  was  a brilliant 
high  energy  physicist  and 
cosmologisf  who  sought . to 
unify  the  high  energy  and  un- 
clear physics  of  the  birth  cf 
the  universe.  He  was  widely 
regarded  as  the  late  20th  cen- 
tury’s academic  supernova  of 
cosmology.  ■ • — ■ 

Schramm,  who  was  head  of 
physics  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  and  chairman  of  the 
department  of  astronomy  and 
astrophysics,  was  agiani  of  a 
man- with  & personality  larger 
than  lift  and  a huge  mind  mid 
grasp.  He  had  15  years  experi- 
ence as  a pilot  and  frequently 
flew  from  Chicago  to  Aspen, 
150  mn«  west  of  Denver.  The 
town  was  his  second  home 
and  is  the  site  of  the  Aspen 
Physics  Centre  In  whose 
high-level  gatherings  he  was 
deeply  involved.  - 
Schramm’s  International 
scientific  fame  reds  on  work 
carried' out  over  the  past  two 
decades,  in  which  he  unrav- 
elled aspects  of  the  very  early 
evolution  of  the  universe.  The 
Big  Bang,  the  so-called,  singu- 
larity of  infinite  smallness, 
temperature  and  mass,  lira 
beyond  the  understanding  of 
established  physics.  But  the 
first  second  of  time  does  not 


Schramm . ..innovative  ■ 

VThfle  earlier  cosmological 
studies  had  Investigated  the 
formation  of  the  elements 
and  the  roles  of;  fb&ion  mid 
fission  In  the  interchanges 
between  mass  and  - energy, 
these  events  cannot  begin, 
until  the  primordial  fireball 
has  cooled  to  about  100  mS- 
lion  degrees  — about  a min- 
ute and  a half  after  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  universe  began. 
During  the  first  seconds,  the 
components  from  which  ele- 
ments are  structured  — the 
proton,  neutron,  electron  and 
so  on  — simply  do  not  exist. 
During  its  first  seconds  the 
universe  was  a seething  and 
. mysterious  ball  of  sub-atomic 
particles. 

' Schramm,  trained  as  a high 


energy  physicist,  sought  to 
pull  back  the  veil  of  mystery 
on  these  first  sub-atomic 
seconds,  following  the  evolu- 
tion of  interaction  of  particles 
at  enormous  energies  and 
tracking* evolution  through  to 
.fixe  point  at  which  elements 
began'  to  be  formed.  This 
grand  unifying  tour-de-force 
startled  and  revolutionised 
the  worlds  of  cosmology  and 
astrophysics  because  of  its 
huge  scale- and  the  possibili- 
ties and  limits  that  were 
revealed.  Applying  meticu- 
lous rigour,  Schramm  used 
the  concepts  in  another  and 
highly  innovative  way 

By  the  end  of  the  1970s.  sub- 
atomic particles  were  seen  to 
exist  in  three  families,  each 
comprising  three  forms  of 
quarks,  three  kinds  of  light 
particles  (leptons)  with  their 
associated  neutrinos,  and  the 
particles  which,  like  the 
glnons,  hold  the  qnarks 
together  in  the  form  of  mat- 
ter. AT  that  time  36  particles 
■had  been  identified  and  it 
seemed  that  there  might  be 
many  more  to  discover. 

Schramm’s  metlculons 
analysis  and  calculation  set, 
for  the  first  time,  a limit  on 
this  number.  He  transformed 
a former  , area  of  speculation 
into  a reasoned  hypothesis 
showing  that  there  could  he 
no  more  than  four  types  cf 
quark  with  their  associated 


Weekend  Birthdays 


WHEN  the  history  of  that  elu- 
sive institution,  “the  tradi- 
tional family’^,  is  finally 
pieced  together,  writer  and 
journalist  Polly  Toynbee,  51  ‘ 
today,  will  warrant  a small  - 
footnote,  albeit  for  the  wremg  . 
reasons.  A long-time  advocate 
of  social  reform,  she  Ml  foul  of 
the  tabloids  last  year  altera 

spirited  exchange  on  divorce 
with  the  Observer’s  Melanie 
Phimpa.  The  topside  argu- 
ments were  dear  enough 
Toynbee  argued  that  divorce 


was  not  a social  disaster;  Phil- 
lips maintained  that  easier 

divorce  tmderminedfae  fan- 
fly.  But  the  Daily  Mafl  smelled 
hypocrisy  because  cf  Toyn- 
bee’s involvement  with  a mar- 
ried rann.  and.  went  for  her. 
CharactarlsticaHr.  she  made  a 


Death  Notices 
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toe  Mail's  methods  before 
toey  ran  the  story,  arid  came 

out  on  top.  ••  

: It  was  the  sortof  spirited 
response  the  Mail  might  have 
expected  from  such  a solid 
adversary.  The  daughter  cf 
-Journalist  Philip  Toynbee,  and 
grandaughter  of  historian  Ai> 
iKtfd,  Toynbee  learned  eariy 

on  how  to stand  up  for  her 
beUefe.  Raised  ma  comfort- 


famfly,  she  ran  away  from 
hoarding  school  and  left 

Oxford  early  to  write,  firefly  a 
novel,  then  a study  ofthe 
drudgery  cf  women's  work 
She-*8  been  advocating  the  best 
Of 1960s  values  eversface. 

Dismissed  as  an  archetypal 
feminist  intellectual  during 
the  Thatcher  years,  she  is  now 


status— fast  summer  she 


CORRECTIONS  AND 
CLARIFICATIONS 

the  MADONNA  hmdWd 
on  the  WcPMn’spagffS&  Pag 


quiry  into  faflores  in  Ihe 

breast-car^  screening  pro- 
gramme. Her  views  on  that 

may  be Jess  radical  than  on  ■ 
divorce  but  they'll  be  equally 

firm  and  "weH-argued. 

Today's  other  birthdays:  Irene 
Adams,  Labour  MP,  50;  Anne 
Armstrong,  former  US  am- 
bassador to  Britain,  70;  John 
Charles,  footballer.  68;  Ge- 
rard  Depardieu,  actor,  49; 
Fat  Mhss,  raHy.driver,  63; 
ProfDonald  North  cote,  - 

plant  biochemist,  7$  MEke 
Pender,  rock  singer,  55;  Sir 
William  pmves.  chairman. 

Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  . 


particles.  He  was  also  able  to 
pot  probability  boundaries  on 
the  character  of  thp  missing 
quark  group,  allotting  them 
substantial  and  ttuhm- 

Within  a few  years,  teems 
working  at  Chirp gn  and  at  the 
European  Centre  for  Nuclear 
Physics  (CEIRN)  at  Geneva, 
found  lawhiiiwng  evidence  of 
a quark  whose  mass  appears 
to  be  about  that  of  a silver 
atom,  absolutely  within  the 
boundaries  defined  by 
Schramm  This  research,  con- 
tinuing at  the  world's  most 
powerftd  high  energy  physics 
centres,  may  complete  the 
eerie  picture  of  subatomic 
matter. 

Schramm,  an  enthusiast  for 
almost  every  kind  of  outdoor 
activity,  continually  chal- 
lenged tihe  established  pun- 
dits. He  was  a US  government 
science  adviser,  a great 

tearJwr  anrj  a clrfTTfhl  expOSt- 

tor  of  science  to  lay  audi- 
ences. At  a recent  meeting  he 
described  cosmology  as 
undergoing  transformation 
from  speculative  theory  to  in- 
formation-based interpreta- 
tion. This,  in  fact,  fa  the  trans- 
formation which  he  has 
driven  and  it  has  changed  toe 
world  cf  thought 
Horn,  in  St  Louis,  David 
Schramm  took  his : first 
degree  in  1967  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy and  his  doctorate  at  Cal- 


Bank  66;  Peter  Quaife,  rock 
musician.  54;  ProfBrinley 
Rees,  classical  scholar.  78;  Sir 
Norman  Reid,  fanner  direc- 
tor, Tate  Gallery,  82;  Dr  Ed- 
ward Saltoousa,  master,  Uni- 
versity College,  Durham.  62; 
David  Shepherd,  cricket  um- 
pire, 57;  LordSterling,  chair- 
man,? & 0, 63;  Janet  Street- . 
Porter,  broadcaster,  51;  Rt 


Bishop  cf  Durham,  62. 

Tomorrow's  MrthdoyxTerry 
Botcher,  football  manager, 

3$  Donald  Carr,  cricket  um- 
pire, 71;  Sandra  Faber,  Amer- 
ican astronaut,  53;  Max  Has- 

tings,  editor,  London  Evening 
Standard,  52;  Lord  (Roy)  Hat- 
terstey.  former  deputy  leader. 
Labour  Party,  68;  Nigel  Ken- 
nedy, violinist,  41;  Frances 
Morrell,  former  leader,  Ilea, 
60;  Bridget  Prentice,  MP. 
government  whip,  45;  SJmon 
Raven,  author, playwright, 

70;  Joan  Ruddock,  Labour 
MP,  54;  Dame  Maggie  Smith, 
actress,  63;  Richard  Snd- 

haBer,  Jagg  musician.  5S  Rt 
Rev  Bifl  Westwood,  broad- 
caster and  former  Bishop  of . 
Peterborough,  TL 


| tech  in  1971,  where  he 
remained  for  a farther  year 
as  a research  fellow  until  be- 
coming jmstetont  professor  cf 
astrophysics  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Texas  at  Austin.  In  1977, 
.his  brilliance  and  huge  per- 
sonality already  hpmmmg  a 
legend,  he  was  appointed7 pro- 
fessor of  astronomy  and  astro- 
physics at  toe  Enrico  Fermi 
Institute,  Chicago,  and  profes- 
sor of  physics  at  Chigagn  Uni- 


Toshiro  Mifune,  actor,  bom  April 
1, 1920;  died  December  24. 1997 


versify.  In  recent  scientific 
work  he  sought  to  marry  ele- 
mentary particle  physics  and 
nuclear  physics  in  toe  under- 
standing of  stxpemovae  and 

black  holes. 

Professor  Schramm  was  a 
determined  loner,  a moun- 
taineer, passionate  skier  and 
a brilliant  athlete  of  science, 
winning  arrays  of  awards. 

fflg  first  marriage  ended  in 
divorce  in  1979.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  second  wife,  Ju- 
dith, whom  he  married  in 
1986,  and  by  two  sons. 

Anthony  Tucker 

DavkJ  Norman  Schramm,  physi- 
cist. bom  October  25,  1945;  died 
December  19, 1997 


primal  knowledge.  The  other 
thing  that  Christmas  has  over 
the  New  Year  fa  a great  story. 
The  mythologlst  Joseph  Camp- 
bell says  that  myths,  of  which 
the  Christmas  story  is  raw,  are 
dues  to  what  we  know  and  ex- 
perience within.  Myths  and 
dreams  come  from  the  same 
place;  the  deepest  parts  of  us 
find  an  expression  in  symbolic 
form.  They  show  us  how  to  live, 
evoke  in  us  a sense  of  awe  and 
an  understanding  of  the  way 
the  universe  is. 

At  Christmas  we  get  into  a 
good  myth  as  we  put  up  the 
holly,  and  gaze  at  the  angel  on 
top  of  the  Christmas  tree.  But  at 
New  Year  there  is  no  yam  to 
enjoy.  It  is  not  the  same  for 
everybody;  the  Scots  have  their 
ritual  of  first-footing.  But  this  is 
not  my  tradition.  All  1 hare  Is 
Big  Ben.  kissing  strangers  and 
an  “aukT  song,  whose  lyrics  I 
don’t  understand. 

The  contrast  between  the 
two  events  gives  us  insight 
into  C-ampbcll’s  point.  Both 
are  about  new  beginnings  — 
the  New  Year  with  Its  change 
of  date,  and  Christmas  with  its 
celebration  of  a baby.  But 
Christmas  is  more  helpful 
than  the  New  Year  In  under- 
standing how  new  life  comes. 
At  New  Year,  the  beginning 
we  celebrate  Is  entirely  of  our 
own  making.  The  date 
changes,  and  we  decide  that 
things  arc  going  to  be  differ- 
ent from  now  on.  We  grit  our 
teeth,  make  our  resolutions, 
and  resolve  to  make  a fresh 
start  But  it  doesn’t  work  like 
that  as  anybody  who  has  lit  a 
cigarette  or  sworn  at  the  chil- 
dren by  January  3 will  know. 

By  contrast  the  Christmas 
story  gives  us  a profound  in- 
sight Into  the  nature  of  new 
life,  namely  that  It  isn’t  com- 
pletely up  to  us,  and  we  can't 
decide  in  advance  what  it  is 
going  to  be  like.  Rather,  we 
follow  the  star  of  our  hopes 
and  dreams  and  discover  new 
life  as  a gift  in  a place  we  had 
not  expected. 

Both  festivals  are  about 
time,  but  in very  different 
ways.  Without  a story  to  enter 
into.  New  Year  seems  linear 
and  one-dimensional.  Life  is  a 
diary  with  a finite  number  of 
entries  and  eternity  is  a 
never-ending  year  planner. 
Christmas,  on  the  other  hand, 
fa  returning  year  after  year  to 
the  same  story.  Eternity  does 
not  appear  as  a never-ending 
sameness,  but  another  realm 
from  which  to  live  more  com- 
pletely in  the  here  and  now. 


Jo  Ind  is  a Journalist  for  the 
Birmingham  Post  and  author  of 
Fat  is  A Spiritual  Issue 
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was  a non-runner.  Tie  horse  in 
toe  picture  was  Seng; 

which  did  win. 

IN  AN  article  about  pecple 

with  birthdays  on  December  25, 


Cab  CaUsway.wss  mistakenly 


fUMim 


MHUHiancRBcniiR  nr  scum  or  you*  i 


^Guardian 

Saturday  December  27 1997 

Edition  Number  47057 

119  Farringdon  Road,  London  EC1R  3ER 

Fax  No.  0171-8374530 

E-mail:  letters@guardian.co.uk 

Website:  http://www.guardian.co.uk 


Setting  up 
a sensation 

But  expose  the  exposers  too 

WELL  over  a million  young  people  have  tried  cannabis. 
All  over  Britain  in  pubs,  dubs  and  parties  young  people 
are  exchanging  soft  drugs  every  night  The  Government 
knows  that  The  police  know  that  Wise  officers  turn  a 
blind  eye  because  they  are  aware  of  the  devastating 
consequences  once  young  people  are  caught  up  in  the 
criminal  justice  system.  Cannabis  convictions  rose 
from  18.000  to  70,000  in  the  last  decade,  but  if  vigilant 
patrols  were  made  the  numbers  would  fill  every  prison 
ceU  Few  issues  have  received  more  media  attention. 
And  yet,  when  a so-called  ace  investigative  reports* 
from  the  Mirror  receives  a telephone  call  from  a tipster 
that  schoolboys  are  exchanging  cannabis,  she  is  “shat- 
tered”. She  was  told  to  watch  a pub  “and  watch  this 
bloke"  because  die  would  be  amazed  at  what  happens. 

Boldly,  she  goes  to  the  pub  where  far  Grom  just 
watching  (could  it  be  that  nothing  was  happening?),  she 
engages  the  bloke  in  chat  Surprise,  surprise  after  half 
an  hour  “the  subject  of  drugs  was  raised”.  Could  it 
possibly  have  been  raised  by  the  ace  reporter  herself? 
Surprise,  surprise  “the  chat"  turns  to  cannabis.  Hie 
bloke,  amazingly,  knows  the  difference  between  hash 
and  grass.  Where's  she  been?  Later  she  alleges  the  bloke 
offered  to  sell  her  some  cannabis.  He  didn't  have  any  on 
him  but  he  goes  away  and  comes  ba ck  with  less  than 
two  grams  — sufficient  for  no  more  than  a tew  joints. 
He  allegedly  asks  for  £10.  This  was  no  dealer  at  work 
but  a 17-year-old  schoolboy.  He  was  not  looking  ter 
customers  by  the  reporter's  own  words,  she  looked  for 
him.  He  didn’t  even  have  any  on  him  when  she  started 
chatting  him  up.  He  had  to  go  out  and  find  her  some.  At 
£10  for  the  package,  he  will  hardly  have  made  a big 
profit  And  yet  the  story  filled  five  pages  of  the 
Christmas  Eve  issue  and  five  more  in  the  Mirror 
yesterday.  Why?  Alas,  the  schoolboy  is  the  son  of  a 
senior  cabinet  minister. 

In  a feature  dripping  with  nauseating  hypocrisy,  the 
Christmas  Eve  edition  declared  there  was  no  intention 
to  identify  the  boy.  Indeed,  there  are  very  stem  laws 
preventing  papers  identifying  juvenile  offenders — laws 
which  the  Mirror  may  well  have  broken  by  the  many 
identifying  facts  it  set  out  By  yesterday,  an  equally 
nauseating  editorial  declared  the  investigation  had 
been  pursued  with  no  intention  of  publication.  Two 
reporters  — and  no  doubt  lots  of  tapes  and  even  hidden 
photographers  — were  sent  just  so  the  tether  could  be 
informed.  Phoey.  Why  did  they  publish  then?  Because 
the  tether  went  to  die  police.  What  else  could  the  tether 
do  once  he  knew  a tacky  tabloid  had  “something”  on  his 
son?  A paper  which  descends  to  such  shabby  tricks  as 
prying  on  famous  people’s  children  can't  seriously 
expect  to  be  trusted. 

Like  many  young  people  of  his  age,  the  boy  was  being 
foolish  not  least  in  trusting  the  good  intentions  of  a 
stranger.  But  compare  the  folly  of  the  adolescent  with 
the  cold-hearted  calculation  of  a sleazy  tabloid  team. 
Certainly  there  ought.tp.be  an  investigation  but  it 
should  concentrate  on  whether  the  reporters  committed 
entrapment  — and  whether  the  Mirror  breached  the 
newspaper  privacy  code. 


Zambia  spirals  down 

Jailing  Kenneth  Kaunda  is  no  answer 

IT  IS  BEYOND  belief  that  Kenneth  Kaunda,  the  veteran 
statesman  of  Zambia,  should  have  been  involved  in  the 
comic  opera  coup  staged  by  a certain  Captain  Solo  at 
the  end  of  October.  The  coup  failed  after  the  plotters  got 
drunk  on  a fridge  full  of  Windhoek  beer,  while  their 
leader  made  an  incoherent  four  hour  speech.  Since  then 
the  hardliners  around  President  Frederick  Chiluba 
have  used  the  failed  coup  to  purge  many  opponents  — 
including  some  within  their  own  ruling  Movement  for 
Multiparty  Democracy  (MMD).  Taken  into  custody  on 
Christmas  Day.  Mr  Kaunda  joins  another  90  opposition 
figures  detained  since  the  coup.  He  was  not  initially 
charged,  but  the  state  of  emergency  declared  by  Mr 
Chiluba  allows  the  police  to  detain  people  for  up  to  four 
weeks  — and  longer  by  presidential  order. 

Mr  Kaunda,  once  the  respected  tether  of  his  country’s 
independence,  was  voted  out  of  office  in  1991  by 
Zambians  after  his  discredited  one-party  system  had 
brought  about  a stagnant  economy  and  had  dashed 
hopes  of  development  The  story  of  his  rise  and  fell  was 
remarkable  not  least  because  he  accepted  defeat  with  a 
good  grace,  handed  over  leadership  and  withdrew  from 
public  life.  ‘You  are  now  the  Father  of  the  State,"  he  told 
Mr  Chiluba.  “God  bless  you  and  goodbye. " What  is  even 
more  remarkable  is  the  way  in  which  he  returned  to 
politics.  The  Zambian  economy  under  the  guidance  of 
Mr  Chiluba  who  in  turn  acted  on  the  advice  of  the 
country's  international  creditors  failed  to  improve. 
Almost  80  per  cent  of  the  population  remains  beneath 
the  poverty  line:  there  is  widespread  malnutrition  and 
infant  mortality.  Privatised  industries  have  ended  up  in 
the  pockets  of  leading  MMD  supporters.  Last  year  Mr 
Chiluba  was  re-elected  in  flawed  elections  after  barring 
Mr  Kaunda  — who  was  unlikely  to  win  anyhow  — on  a 
technicality  apparently  invented  to  exclude  him.  This 
precipitated  an  aid  squeeze  from  foreign  donors,  while 
many  Zambians  who  at  first  welcomed  Mr  Chiluba  as  a 
democratic  breath  of  fresh  of  air  now  fear  his  increas- 
ingly dictatorial  behaviour. 

Zambia's  tale  is  the  sorry  and  familiar  one  of  many 
developing  countries  and  the  vicious  circle  in  which 
they  are  caught  Independence  was  gained  with  a low 
level  of  political  culture:  democracy  was  undermined  by 
one-party  rule:  distorted  socialist  prescriptions  were 
applied  to  the  economy.  The  mould  is  broken  with  the 
aiding  of  the  cold  wan  democracy  is  re-invented:  the 
international  monetary  institutions  have  an  open  field 
for  their  own  economic  prescriptions.  Thai  comes 
disillusion  and  a new  search  for  scapegoats.  Democracy 
proves  defective  and  extremely  expensive,  as  next 
Monday’s  Kenyan  elections  — where  the  ruling  Kanu 
party  ties  spent  hugely  to  ensure  victory  — will  show. 
Corruption  grows  and  income  differentials  widen  while 
the  victims  of  this  whole  process  are,  as  always,  the 
despairing  people. 

How  to  break  out  of  this  vicious  circle  is  the  biggest 
challenge  for  most  of  the  developing  world.  It  is 
pointless  to  pick  out  single  targets  for  blame — whether 
it  be  "African  politics"  or  the  IMF.  For  Zambia,  there  is 
even  less  chance  of  finding  a way  unless  Mr  Chiluba 
can  defuse  tension  by  releasing  the  predecessor  who 
once  wished  him  well 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Your  welfare  at  heart 


THE  anti-Labour  spleen 
vented  by  George  Wat- 
son (Labour’s  welfare 
lie,  December  84)  sets 
out  to  show  that  the  party  and 
the  Labour  movement  gener- 
ally were  always  against  a wel- 
fare state;  according  to  him 
this  was  because  there  was  no 
desire  to  humanise  capitalism 
but  to  abolish  it. 

The  facts  about  welfare 

speak  differently;  Beatrice 
Webb’s  minority  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  an  the  Poor 
Law  ip  1908  recommended 
national  agencies  to  deal  with 


poverty  and  other  much 
needed  reforms.  The  proposals 
were  far  too  radical  for  the  Lib- 
eral government. 

In  1922,  far  instance,  the  par- 
ty’s election  manifesto  for  the 
London  county  council  set  out 

a programme  of  reforms  in  the 
capital,  including  municipal 

management  and  control  of 
medical  and  welfare  services, 
instead  of  provision  through 
the  hated  Poor  Law. 

Likewise,  the  Socialist  Med- 
ical Association  carried  out  a 
continuous  campaign  for  a 
national  health  service,  which 
of  course  NyeBevan.  as  Minis- 
ter ofHealth.  was  to  bring  into 
existence,  despite  bitter  oppo- 
sition and  personal  abuse  Cram 
the  British  Medical  Assoc- ia- 
don,  as  well  as  strenuous  Tory 
apposition. 

Watson  writes  that  the 
Labour  leadership  at  the  time 
did  not  want  state  welfare  pro- 
vision because  of  their  desire 
to  do  away  with  capitalism.  It 


will,  I think,  come  as  some- 
what ofa  surprise  to  learn  that 
Attlee,  Morrison,  Bevln  and  co 

were  such  dedicate  potential 

revolutionaries  that  only  a 
pore  socialist  state  would  sat- 
isfy them! 

In  fact,  in  early  1942,  the 
national  executive  of  the 
Labour  Parly  published  The 

Old  World  And  The  New  Soc- 
iety, which  set  out  proposals 

for  comprehensive  state 
reforms  fbr  full  employment 
and  services  to  secure  ade- 
quate heahh.  welfare  and  care. 
As  for  the  Beveridge  Report 
itself;  proposing  a system  of 

social  security  fbr  all,  the 
recommendations  were  wel- 
comed  unanimously  by  the 
national  executive  in  Decem- 
ber 1942.  When  the  report  was 
debated  in  the  Commons  early 
in  the  following  year  it  led  to  a 
backbench  Labour  revolt,  call- 
ing fbr  immediate  implementa- 
tion of  the  proposals;  the 
Labour  leadership  were  then 
to  the  wartime  coalition 
Churchill  government.  But 
virtually  every  backbench 
Labour  MP  voted  fbr  the 

amendment.  AD.  this  hardly 

adds  up  to  the  scenario  painted 
by  Mr  Watson. 

David  Whmick  MP. 

House  of  Commons. 

London  SW1A  0AA. 

Jk  NYONE  with  even  the 
^wnast  cursory  knowledge 
af  the  political  thought  oTWIl- 
liam  Morris  knows  that  he  did 
not  advocate  compulsory 
labour  feu- the  unemployed,  as 


George  Watson  seems  to  think. 
What  Morris  did  say  in.  the 
pamphlet.  Useful  Work  Versus 
Useless  Toil,  was  that  under 
the  current  system  cf  wage 
slavery,  it  would  be  under- 
standable if  some  workers 
refbsed  to  work  and,  as  a con- 
sequence, ended  up  m the 
workhouse  or  prison. 

His  essay  was  a refutation  of 
the  ’’semi-theological  dogma 
that  aUlabcur,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, is  a Messing  to  the 
labourer",  a dogma  close  to  the 
heart  ofHarriet  Harman  and 
New  Labour. 

MazkMIar. 

5 Milton  Terrace, 

Leeds  LS53JA. 

GEORGE  Watson’s  article 
was  a salutary  look  at  his- 
tory and  the  Labour  Karty.  I 
hope  it  wiB  be  read  by  those 
who  suggest  that  New  Labour 

Is  ignorant  of  such  matters. 
The  fact  surely  is  that  our  web 
fare  system  has  Tust  grower* 
with  no  over-riding  philoso- 
phy; it  is  very  clear  that  the 
major  social  reforms  of  the  Al- 
ice government  were  cross- 
party  in  origin. 

The  change  in  education 
was  the  Butter  Act,  social  wet 
fare  came  from  Beveridge  and 
so  on.  Ibis  meant  that  the 


cepted  ami  have  survived. 
Thus  there  is  no  specifically 
labour  ownership  of  social 
welfare. 

Ian  Hamilton. 

1 Albert  Road, 

Richmond  TW10  6DJ. 


OT  award,  is  a said  about 
Itaow  difficult  it  Is  for foe 
“disabled”  to  get  employment 
because  of  the  touay  provisions 
made  fbr  the  education  and 
training  of  disabled  people.  I 
hare  been  confined  to  a wbeel- 
cfaair  since  childhood,  and  it 
has  been  very  difficult 

There  are  6.5  million  dis- 
abled people  In  Britain. 

Parents  of  disabled  children  do 
not  have  the  automatic  right  to 
ggnrt  tltelr  children 
school  Only  Oitper  cent  of 
higher  education  students  are 
disabled.  Disabled  Deotfleare 
three  times  more  likely  x«  be 
unemployed. 

Let  us  lookback  to  the  origin 
of  the  Disability  Living  Allow- 
ance: as  part  of  the  poet  second 
world  war  settl«raent,  the  dis- 
abled were  given  wheelchairs 
and  invalid  trikes.  The. 

TWpllwiji^BwnTniimtfniTyi^ 

trikes  too  expensive  to  main- 


wheeze:  give  them  a mobility 
allowance  and  encourage 
them  to  buy  their  own  cats. 
Then  they  replaced  the  Mobil- 
ity Allowance  with,  an  all-em- 
bracing Disability  Living 
Allowance  (DLA).  It  is  this 
which  is  under  threat 
What  they  don't  noise 
abroad  is  thatmany  were  de- 
liberately put  on  DLA  to  get 
•tVx»m  nfyMyt»  nnmn^^iym^ 

register.  Now  Nbw  Labour  pro- 
poses to  cat  into  those  xecelv- 
ingDLA. 

Robert  GMdfags. 

12  St  Peters  Road, 
PoaleBHl40PA.  . 


Genes  don’t  fit 

CONGRATULATIONS  to 
the  Guardian  for  being  the 
only  mainstream  pappr  hniH 

wimigh  tn  pliallangp  Hia  Hirv 

tech  companies'  propaganda 
about  genetically  modified 
foods  (Reports.  December  IS 
to  19). 

Professor  A D Bradshaw 
(Letters,  December  18)  bas  un- 
fortunately fallen  far  the  pro- 
paganda when  he  says  that 
plant  breeders  have  been  hy- 
bridizing crops  for  centuries 
and  that  genetically  modified 
foods  are  not  fundamentally 
different  This,  as  any  geneti- 
cist who  does  not  have  a 
vested  interest  will  tell  you,  is 
untrue. 

to  hybridization,  nature 
places  boundaries  around  the 
amount  of  genetic  modifier- 
tion  that  is  possible.  Only 
slightly  different  versions  of 
genes  already  present  In  Ihe 
plant  to  be  modified  can  be 
substituted.  The  two  plants  to 
be  cross-fertilised  must  be 
fairly  closely  related.  If  the 
host  gene  is  too  different,  it 
doesn't  work. 

The  gene  splicing  of  the  gen- 
eticist, an  the  other  hand,  can 
substitute  very  different 
genes  in  the  host  plant  that 
would  not  be  allowable  in  the 
natural  course  of  things.  So  we 
have,  as  an  example,  tomatoes 
spliced  with  fish.  The  results 
of  such  odd  marriages  are 
unpredictable. 

Moreover,  the  splicing  pro- 
cess is  far  less  precise  than 
pro-modification  geneticists 
would  have  us  believe.  It 
would  be  simpler  if  nature 
had  arranged  things  so  that 
one  gene  expressed  one  char- 
acteristic, but  as  experimenta- 
tion has  shown,  one  gene  can 
express  a number  of  different 
and  unpredictable  character- 
istics. 

As  with  pesticides,  drugs, 
and  BSE.  the  scientists  are  fly- 
ing blind;  those  who  pretend 
to  know  the  consequences  are 
motivated  by  commercial 
reasons. 

Claire  Robinson. 

20  Mid  die  wood, 

Skelmersdale, 

Lancs  WN86SR- 


Hill  farmers  hit  a rocky  patch 


OKE  HAMPTON  beef 

fanner,  John  Hodge,  not 
unnaturally  omits  in  his  in- 
terview (Way  of  life  under 
threat  on  the  high  bills  De- 
cember 23)  tile  Indisputable 
fact  that  hiD.  farmers  have 
been  raining  Dartmoor  for  de- 
cades by: 

□ Severe  over-grazing; 

□ Moorland  drainage,  which 
kills  off  all  heather  by  stimu- 
lating bracken  growth; 

□ "Swaling”,  that  is,  legal 
heather-bnming  up  until 
April  1 each  year  but  which 
has  been  carried  on  after  that 
date  by  many  farmers. 

AH  this  destruction  — yet 
Dartmoor  bog  has  failed  to 
grow  for  some  centuries  now. 

As  for  Mr  Hodge’s  comment 
that  the  more  business  taken 
out  of  the  villages,  “the  qui- 
eter the  countryside  win  get”, 
I can  only  welcome  Jack  Cun- 
ningham’s restructuring  of 
farming  if  that  is  going  to  be 
the  result 

The  vision  of  Dartmoor  as  a 
true  wilderness,  which  Mr 
Hodge  predicts  if  livestock 
are  withdrawn  from  it,  is 
something  very  many  others 
might  welcome,  especially  if 
they  are  conservationists, 
like  me. 

Tony  Bills, 

Mlddlecott  Cottage, 

Morchard  Bishop, 

Creditor!, 

Devon  EX17  6RW. 

S A hill  fanner,  I am 
grateful  for  Mr 
Cunningham’s  suggestion 
that  I should  consider  early 
retirement  (One-off  £85m  for 
beef  fanners,  December  23  }. 


However,  as  I am  not  only  a 
producer  of  organic  beef,  nulk 
and  vegetables  but  also  a con- 
sumer, I fear  I may  live  to  a 
great  age  and  thus  become  a 
huge  burden  on  the 
Government 

. instead  of  clearing  farmers 
off  their  beloved  land  In 
search  of  welfare,  should  Mr 
Cunningham  not  be  promot- 
ing the  eating  of  healthy  food, 
conscientiously  grown — that 
is  truly  “well  fare”? 

William  Pickard . 

Falcon  Farm, 

Botton  Village, 

North  Yorks  YOZ1 2N J. 

■■■HERE  can  he  no  doubt 
I that  farmers  should  be 
compensated  for  the  devastat- 
ing losses  caused  by  BSE.  On 
the  other  hand,  I do  not  see 
why  the  burden  should  he 
carried  entirely  by  the 
taxpayer. 

Should  the  independent  en- 
quiry under  Lord  Justice 
Phillips  reveal  that,  for  exam- 
ple. the  animal  feed  industry 
bears  a responsibility  for  the 
outbreak  of  BSE,  then  dearly 
that  industry  contrib- 

ute towards  compensating  the 
farmers. 

A Danielian. 

19  Brambling  Road, 

Horsham, 

West  Sussex  RBDL8  6AX. 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  email  address  Is 
supplied;  please  Indude  a full 
postal  address.  We  may  edit 
letters;  shorter  ones  are  more 
IRcely  to  appear.  We  regret  we 
cannot  acknowledge  those  not 
used. 


Double  take 

VOD  might  tike  to  know 
I that  the  Freddie  Frinton 
sketch.  Same  Procedure  As 
Last  Year,  Is  not  anlyshown 
every  year  in  the  Scandina- 
vian countries  but  also,  under 
the  title,  Dinner  For  One,  In 
Germany  (Same  laughs  as  last 
year  an  Scandinavian  TV,  De- 
cember 24). 

Each  New  Year’s  Eve  since 
1963,  regional  channels  have 
broadcast  this  sketch  in 
TgngUsh  and  hlaffr  and  wfrjte, 

with  a schoolmasterly  an- 
nouncer providing  a brief 

flprmjm  flimmiOTv 

beforehand- 

lam  sure  there  would  be 
similar  protests  as  in  Scandi- 
navia if  this  long-running  tra- 
dition were  stopped-  So  when 
will  the  sketch  be  shown  to  an 
English  audience? 

Sigrid  Werner.  . 

42  Cromwell  Rood, 
Beckenham, 

Kent  BBS  4LW. 

NYONE  with  a satellite 
Aldfahcansee  what  the  Scan- 
dinavians and  Germans  are 
laughing  at 

At  least  six  of  the  German 
regional  television  stations 
which  transmit  across  Europe 
an  the  satellites  which  also 
carry  Sky  are  showing  the 
aged  May  Warden/Freddie 
Frinton  film— from  MDR  at 
6pm  British  time  on  channel 

43  through  to  Hesse  TV  an 
channel  40  at  2am. 

Almost  as  good  as  (M 
recordings  of  Clive  James. 
AlanBurkitt-Gray. 

7 Faxes  Dale, 

London  SE39BD. 

A COUPLE  of  German  stu- 
/"Ydents  who  stayed  with  ns  a 
few  years  ago  asked  if  there 
was  really  such  a thing  as  mnt 
ligafcawny  soup  as  it  is  men- 
tioned in  the  sketch  and  they 
assumed  that  it  was  some 
weird  English  joke. 

They  were  quite  surprised  ' 
when  we  served  it  to  them  for 
lunch. 

Bill  Johnson. 

58  Culcheth  Hall  Drive,  - 
Culcheth,  __ 

Warrington. 


Go  on,  spin  in  out:  since  when 
was  the  Mail  Labour’s  friend? 


FTER  reading  Alastair 


i-ornparlsonofthe  Guardian 
with  the  Daily  Mall  (Letters, 
December  24),  I realised  how 
quickly  and  completely 
times  have  changed. 

In  the  summer  of  1995 1 

attended  a meeting  at  the  Cen- 
tral Hall,  Westminster,  along 
gHtii  many  other  Labour  coun- 
dOctrs,  where  Tony  Blair 
reminded  us  that,  until  the 
general  Section,  we  were  the 

power  base  of  the  party  and 

must  assume  responsibility 

fbr-lts  reputation. 

The  plea  was  for  our  indi- 
vidual and  collective  caution 
in  order  to  prevent  the  party’s 

denigration  by  the,  largely 
Conservative  controlled. 


Daring  the  pre-Tony  wannr 
up  by  Frank  Dobson  and 
others,  we  were  regaled  with 
tales  about  the  evils  of  the 
Tory  press.  In  particular  the 
Daily  Mail was  described  as 
the  newspaper  to  be  read  in 
order  to  “know  the  enemy”.  In 
contrast,  the  Guardian  was 
described  as  a friend  and  to  be 
relied  upon  for  the  truth. 

Surely  the  members  oftbe 
party  have  a right  to  know 
when,  precisely,  it  was  consid- 
ered that  theerstwtole  friend 
and  former  enemy  of  the 
Labour  movement  swapped 
sides  and  what  rigorous  evi- 
dence there  la  of  this  happen- 
ing. I,  for  one,  do  not  intend  to 
cancel  my  subscription  to  the 
dear  old  Grauniad  and  will 
continue  to  rely  on  you  fbr  an 
analysis  of  the  real  world  as 


opposed  to  one  contrived  by 
doctors- 


36Priestfields. 

Rochester, 

. Kent  MFl  SAG. 

THANKS  for  printing  Alas- 
I fair  Campbell’s  seasonal 
message  to  Labour  support- 
ers. Time  and  cancelled  sub- 
scriptions will  show  whether 
or  not  the  troops  are  anxto  us 

and  bewildered.  Telling  them 
that  they  are  too  stupid  to  sep- 
arate fact  from  opinion  will  - 
cheer  them  up  no  end. 

Ann  Black- 
88  Howard  Street, 

Oxford  OX4  3BE. 

\ A |HY  does  he  rise  to  the 
VVbait  like  a demented 
trout  every  time?  Perhaps  he 
needs  a press  advisor. 

Ian  Charlton. 

11  Oxford  Road. 

Wakefield  WF13LB. 

\ A fHAT  a cruel  hoax— and 
V V how  odd  that  you  should 
have  been  taken  in.  It  must  be 
hurtftil  in  the  extreme  for  Mr 
Campbell  to  think  that  read- 
ers might  get  the  idea  he 
would  really  write  something 
so  absurd.  Party  members 
taken  in  by  it  are  probably 
queuing  even  now  to  resign. 

Please  reassure  us  by  an- 
nouncing an  inquiry  to  expose 

the  trickster.  Step  out  of  the 
closet.  Bed  Littlejohn’ 

Colin  Far  low. 

10  Grisedale  Crescent, 


Cleveland  TS169DS. 


On  an  uncharitable  quango 


m#OUR  report  (Scargffl’mfa- 
■ managed*  mine  funds,  De- 
cember 23)  on  the  proposal  of 
the  Charity  Commission  to 
remove  Arthur  Scargfll  as  a 
trustee  of  two  miners’  welfare 
charities  makes  disturbing 
reading. 

The  Charity  Commission  is 
acting  as  both  its  own  judge 
and  jury.  It  is  an  unaccount- 
able, unelected  quango,  which 
possesses  enormous  powers. 
II  consistently  follows  a con- 
servative political  agenda, 
whether  to  relation  to  the 
NDM  or  indeed  any  charity 
that  it  deems  “palitical''- 

We  are  a non-profit  making, 
camps  fgnfng  nr^anl  ration 
which,  three  years  ago, 
formed  a charity.  Unsubstan- 
tiated allegations  made  by  cer- 
tain trustees  of  the  charity  led 
toe  Charity  Commission  to 
obtain  a High  Court  order 


A Country  Diary 


freezing  our  fhnds  earlier  this 
year. 

After  vigorous  represents-  • 
tion  and  the  threat  of  legal 
action,  the  order  was  with- 
drawn after  three  months  by 
the  Commission.  We  never 
received  any  explanation,  still 
less  an  apology  fbr  their 
actions,  the  results  of  which 
were  extremely  costly.  Nor 
were  we  given  any  notice  of 
toe  application  to  w>gh 

Court 

It  Is  long  overdue,  at  atime 
when  other  quangos  are  being 
made  accountable,  that  the  af- 
fairs and  management  of  the 

Charily  Commission  were 
opened  for  inspection. 

Tony  Greenstein. 

Secretary, 

Unemployed  Centre  Ltd, 

PO  Box 2536, 

Rottingdean. 

East  Sussex  BN26LX. 


MACH  YNT  J ■ ktH:  Is  the 
worst  of  winter  still  to  come? 
Probably.  But  don’t  let  that 
stop  yon  from  looking  for 
signs  of  spring.  And  where 
better  than  in  the  garden? 
Here  to  the  shelter  of  a witch 
hazel  dressed  over  all  in  yel- 
low, we  find  a patch  of  snow- 
drops with  leaves  an  inch 
high- The  first  hellebores  are 
beginning  to  bloom,  winter- 
sweet  is  fragrant  on  the  air 
and  there  are  wide-open  flow- 
ers on  Camellia  “Cornish 
Snow".  Outside  the  garden 
there  la  no  such  floral  splen- 
dour except  the  yellow  of  the 
gorse.  But  other  signals  of 
spring  are  obvious  enough  to 
the  bravely  expanding  leaves 
of  hedge  parsley,  hemlock, 
water  dropwort,  herb  bennet, 
wall  pennywort  and  many 
others.  And  to  the  flocks  of 
sheldocks  newly  arrived  on 
the  estuary . 

We  may  be  to  for  a freezing 
January  like  those  of  1963 
and  1982.  to  February  we 
may  get  burled  to  snow  as  we 
were  In  1947.  But  even  the 


worst  winters  come  to  an  end 
and  though  they  leave  the 
world  looking  pretty  miser- 
able, we  all  know  how 
quickly  most  native  plants 
revive  even  if  garden  tenderl- 
ings go  under.  Every  winter 
is  different  but  we  can  be 
fairly  confident  that  Febru- 
ary will  expand  the  hazel  cat- 
kins if  January  hasn't  done  it 
already;  that  March  will  open 
the  wild  daffodils  and  bring 
ring  ouzels  to  the  hiUs  and 
chiffchaffc  to  the  valleys;  and 
that  to  April  we  win  see  the 
woods  full  of  anemones,  cel- 
andines, willow  warblers  and 
pled  flycatchers  — the  mir- 
acles of  every  spring.  We  may 
take  them  all  for  granted  but 
they  are  miracles  all  the 
fsame.  So  let  winter  rage  its 
worst  and  let  the  first  wheat- 
ears  be  singing  on  the  tops  of 
great  snow  drifts.  Even  so 
spring  must  come.  So  let  me 
wish  you-  a Happy  New  Year 
or.  In  the  language  of  heaven 
(as  Welsh  is  of  course); 
Blwyddyn  NewyddDda. 

WILLIAM  CONOR  Y 


The  year  of  The  People’s  power  failure 


Mark  Lawson 


YEARS  which  include 
elections  are  com- 
monly supposed  to  be 

good  for  The  People. 
But  even  so,  the  rhetoric  of 
populism  unexpectedly  domi- 
nated 1997.  Princesses,  pal- 
aces, governments  and  other 
institutions  were  all  loudly  de- 
clared to  be  The  People's. 
Never  before  can  that  demo- 
cratic apostrophe  have  ap- 
peared so  often  in  the  texts  of 
speeches  and  in  newspaper 
reports. 

But  was  this  merely  a 
briefly  fashionable  piece  of 
language  or  did  a significant 
transfer  of  power  occur  dur- 
ing the  yeari  This  column  has 
carried  out  a People’s  Audit 
In  the  areas  to  which  The 
People  have  their  main 
relationships  with  those  above 
thorn  — government  and  mon- 
archy — this  was  a year  in 
which  the  language  of  ac- 
countability and  responsive- 
ness reached  record  levels. 

In  his  early  months  of 
power  after  his  landslide  vic- 
tory to  May,  Tony  Blair  came 


to  be  regarded  by  his  detrac- 
tors as  the  ultimate  populist. 
Rewriting  the  Labour  mani- 
festo to  suit  the  views  of  focus 
groups,  he  seemed  to  be  con- 
structing a deliberately  inof- 
fensive administration  which 
would  simply  Incorporate  into 
law  (and.  to  particular,  tax 
law)  the  consensus  electorate 
position. 

The  prime  Minister's  im- 
peccable performance  as 
national  tear-leader  in  the 
week  of  the  Princess  of  Wales’ 
death  — the  time  when,  to 
naming  her  The  people’s  Prin- 
cess, he  launched  the  age’s 
most  popular  rhetorical  con- 
ceit — seemed  to  establish 
him  as  The  People's  Prime 
Minister,  a leader-as-fbDower, 
shamelessly  playing  tha  pnl  IH» 


It  has,  though,  recently  be- 
came clear  that  thin  was  a par- 
ody of  Blair’s  tactics.  A sud- 
den rush  of  contentious  mom 
— fht>  continuation  of  ciga- 
rette sponsorship,  the  ban  on 
beef  joints,  the  defence  of  un- 
popular colleagues  like  Irvine 
and  Robinson,  the  savings  ac- 
count reforms  — have  estab- 
lished that  he  is  able  and  will- 
ing to  be  as  much  of  an 
unpopularist  as  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors. Blair’s  critics  most 

accept  that  the  alleged  chame- 
leon has  been  revealed  to  have 
a leopard  streak.  He  fa  not  to 
any  revolutionary  sense  The 
People’s  Prime  Minister. 

And  what  of  the  Royal  Fam- 
ily — on  whom  Blair  imposed 
the  posthumous  concept  of 
The  People's  Princess?  As  stu- 


dents of  the  law  know.  British 
criminal  cases  are  billed 
Regina  versus,  while  Ameri- 
can ones  are  labelled  The 
People  versus,  to  British  cul- 
ture, the  main  case  of  the  year 
has  been  Regina  versus  The 
People. 

Optimists  (especially  repub- 
lican «ies)  have  presented 
this  as  the  year  to  which  sub- 
jects became  ettfaams  and  the 
monarchy  was  forced  to 
reform.  Certainly,  it  is  true 
that  during  the  Diana  week, 
the  Queen  was  compelled  to 
perform  a London  walkabout 
and  a national  TV  broadcast 
which  she  would  not  other- 
wise have  made.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  would  also  probably  not 
have  met  tha  Spice  Girls  is 
public  had  a sense  of  crisis  not 
prevailed. 

And  yet  — in  wdmnp  for 
what  are  so  far  merely  tiny 
concessions  of  presentation— 
Britain  seems  at  the  end  of 
this  allegedly  revolutionary 
period  to  be  a more  solidly 
mmaxriiirtie  plan*  fhan  at 

any  time  since  the  Jubilee  20 
years  ago. 

Such  was  the  anger  Of  the 
Dianarites  in  September 
against  the  Royal  Family  that 
many  were  tempted  to  con- 
clude that  the  crowds  were  im- 
pfiafiy  republican,  to  fact  — 
as  soaring  poll  ratings  for  her 
recently-despised  husband 
suggest  — they  were  monar- 
chists who  now  aeon  deter- 
mined to  preserve  the  throne 
for  their  heroine's  sop  as  a 
sentimental  legacy.  The 
People's  Princess  she  may 


have  been,  but  the  most  likely 
effect  of  her  death  seems  at  the 
moment  to  be  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  anti-populist 
constitution. 

In  the  arts — from  where  we 
take  most  of  our  of 

populism  and  audience-res- 
ponsiveness — 1997  saw  in- 
triguing complications  in  the 
matter  of  tasted  The  longhrid 
cynical  view  that  the  audience 
could  be  forced  to  like  some- 
thing — through  Wimiri*  ad- 
vertising and  hrazen  declara- 
tion that  this  was  the  best  — 
was  unprecedentedly  ques- 
tioned by  the  fact  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  most  successful 
books  and  films  this  year  were 
quietly  released  works  which 
became  famous  through  a 
chain  of  aedatm  spreading 
from  critics  to  consumers  or 
simply  through  consumers. 

THE  most  popular  books 
in  Britain,  by  new 
authors  — Bridget 
Jones's  Diary  by  Helen 
Fielding  and  Paul  Wilson's 
Little  Book  Of  Calm  — 
achieved  their  success  not 
through  adulatory  wwipatpna 
but  old-fashioned  word  of 
month.  Unusually,  the  tteokw 
Prlze  was  won  by  a book 
which  was  already  an  asfaih. 

Hahfld  Intomaffonal  hgpfrartw 
Anmdhati  Roy's  The  God  Of 
StoaU  Things. 

Similarly  in  rtnema  tha  big 

Hollywood  studios  — where 

eyniwif  ralrsilafrion  cf  niwag  py- 
pectatian  had  long  been  the 
business  plan — experienced  a 
notably  pom:  year  to  terms  at 


both  Oscar  nominations  and 
Multiplex  hits.  The  groaning 
sideboards  and  ringing  tills 
went  to  such  surprise  suc- 
cesses as  The  English  Patient, 
Shine  and  The  Full  Monty 
which  refreshingly  met  a pub- 
lic demand  which  had  not 
been  Identified  by  market 
research  and  then  ruthlessly 
targeted. 

The  biggest-selling  record  of 

the  year  — and  indeed  of  his- 
tory — was  perhaps  the  first 


public  Will,  With  no  need  for 


to  the  shops:  Tffltnn  John’s 
Candle  In  The  Wind  (97). 

So  it  can  be  said  with  some 
confidence  that  the  arts  are 
an  area  tn  which  ft  has  been 
The  People's  Year.  Populism 
was  imposed  from  below,  not 
above.  Two  arts  business 
stories  were  perhaps  sym- 
bolic in  fids  context  That 
great  taste-anticipator, 
Andrew  Lloyd-Webber,  an- 
nounced a significant  drop  to 
profits  for  his  operating  com- 
pany. And  the  Royal  Opera 
House  — historically  pro- 

tected  from  box  office  logic  by 

subsidy  — experienced  a fi- 

nancial crisis. 

It  was  also  appropriate  that 
newspapers  — the  one  area  of 
culture  to  boast  an  organisa- 
tion called  simply  The  People 
— should  also  be  heavily  af- 
fected by  this  year’s  expres- 
sions of  civilian  will.  It  Is 
hard  to  imagine  more  vivid 
illustrations  of  onmmerWai 
response  to  popular  opinion 
than  the  fact  that'  1997  wide 


with  the  Sun  as  a Labour-sup- 
porting paper  and  the  propri- 
etor of  the  Daily  Mall.  Vis- 
count Rothermere,  as  a 
Labour  peer.  It  really  does 
seem  to  have  been  the  year  af 

The  People's  Journalism. 

And  yet  the  unitiated  out- 
sider traditionally  invoked  on 
these  occasions  — the  Mar- 
tian or  Jangle-explorer  — 
would  surely  be  surprised,  ar- 
riving on  these  shores  to 
Christmas  week,  at  the  idea 
that  1997  had  seen  Britain's 
Populist  rethink. 

After  eating  a meal  which 
was  prevented  by  government 
diktat  from  comprising  beef 
on  the  bone,  the  population 
sat  down  to  watch  a televised 
address  by  their  non-el ected 
Head  of  State  which  — apart 
from  a couple  of  time-specific 
factual  references  and  a 
single  unfamiliar  camera 
angle  — might  have  been  de- 
livered at  any  time  in  the  test 
30  years.  At  the  same  time, 
the  heir  to  the  throne  fa 
shown  by  opinion  polls  to 
have  approval  ratings  of  81 
percent 

Does  this  restoration  of  the 
«mre  of  Wales  really  result 
from  the  creation  of  a new  pap- 
ist model  moulded  by  the 
Effessure  of  his  suhJecte?  A far 
yore  Plausible  reading  is  that 
what  is  revealed  here  is  the 
deep  desire  af  many  of  the  pub- 
lic to  have  scene  authority  (ide- 
ally royal)  to  defer  to.  This 
Period  ctf  fabled  egalitarianism 
looks,  at  its  end,  suspiciously 
tow  the  usual  annus  horrihOfa 
for  true  democracy. 
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There’s  no  fighting  in  Bosnia 
but  it’s  a pretty  lousy  peace 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Commentary 


Martin 

Woollacott 


WHEN  politicians 
use  archaic  words, 
it  is  usually  a sign 
they  want  to  blur 
the  issue.  "You  have  seen 
what  the  war  has  wrought," 
President  Clinton  told  an  au- 
dience in  Sarajevo  on  his  trip 
there  earlier  this  week.  In 
20th-century  English  he 
would  have  better  said:  “You 
have  seen  what  the  war  has 
don*?”,  hut  that  would  not 
have  served  the  purpose  of 
mystification,  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  conflict  as  a regres- 


sive medieval  phenomenon 
with  which  a modern  state 
like  America  could  have  no 
connection  except  as  a sav- 
iour bringing  help  and  the 
means  Of  reconstruction. 

By  that  word,  11  might  be 
not  too  fancifully  argued, 
President  Clinton  distanced 
himself  and  the  United  States 
from  the  war  and  its  Mnyps 
Indeed,  everything  he  said 
during  his  visit  proposed  the 
United  States  as  part  of  the 
solution,  with  never  a bint 
that  it  has  been  from  the  be- 
ginning a part  of  the  problem 
and  remains  so  today.  It  is  not 
only  that  Yugoslavia  was  for 
many  years  a country  eco- 
nomically sustained  arid  po- 
litically indulged  by  the 
United  States  as  much  as  it 
was  by  Western  Europe,  a feet 
which,  among  other  things, 
partly  insulated  Us  govern- 
ment from  the  economic  fail- 
ures that  undermined  other 
eastern  bloc  regimes.  That 


Goths  are 
atthe 
gate  of 
Emperor 
Clinton 


i- 


One  of  the  USA’s  most  acerbic 
authors  Lewis  Lapham, 
looks  at  American  society  with 
distaste  and  foreboding, 
and  sees  parallels  with  great, 
fallen  empires  which  sowed 
the  seeds  of  their  destruction 


helped  its  Communist  leaders 
to  avoid  the  fete  of  their  coun- 
terparts elsewhere  as  the  bloc 
fell  apart,  and  to  transform 
themselves  into  nationalists. 
Nor  only  that  the  United 
States,  fixated  on  the  problem 
of  Soviet  breakdown,  failed  to 
see  what  was  happening  in 
Yugoslavia  until  too  late,  and 
then,  under  President  Bush, 
took  a fatalist  line.  It  is  that 
Clinton  himself,  over  the 
more  than  five  years  since  he 
first  began  campaigning 
against  Bush's  policy,  influ- 
enced the  course  of  the  war. 
People  died  as  he  ditbered, 
and  because  he  dithered.  That 
European  leaders  were  also  at 
fault  does  not  much  lessen  his 
responsibility. 

The  American  leader  drove 
In  a rather  triumphal  **«»»*»«• 
down  the  main  Sarajevo  bou- 
levard, a trip  which  for  most 
Of  that  time  was  impossible. 
Instead,  Sarajevans  had  to 
sneak  along  a parallel  back 


road,  imperfectly  shielded 
from  mortar  and  sniper  fire 
by  shattered  high-rise  build- 
ings and,  at  Intersections,  by 
burnt-out  trams  and  old  con- 
tainers. The  president  acted 
as  if  the  way  it  is  now  is  an 
American  achievement, 
which  to  seme  extent  it  is. 
Did  he  also  at  least  privately 
reflect  that  the  way  it  was 
then  was  also  a result  of  US 
action,  or.  lack  of  it? 

Clinton  was  urging  military 
action  in  the  summer  cf  1992, 
but  when  be  became  presi- 
dent as  Mark  Danner  makes 
dear  in  a recent  long  end  co- 
gent analysis  in  the  New  York 
Review  of  Books,  Clinton 
could  not  summon  the  win  or 
the  nerve  to  Intervene  in  the 
way  be  bad  so  strongly  im- 
plied he  would.  Thereafter 
what  m tn tnn  and  his  admin- 
istration did  served  largely  to 
fen  the  war  flames.  When  the 
rhetoric  lpaweri  toward  inter- 
vention, that  encouraged  the 


Bosnians  to  fight  on.  In  the 
hope  that  the  United  States 
-was  finally  going  to  come  In 
and  rescue  them  in-some  way. 
When  the  rhetoric  went  un- 
supported by  action,  that  en- 
couraged the  Serbs,  who  came 
to  more  and  more  discount 
the  possibility  of  an  Ameri- 
can military  Intervention. 

And,  whatever  Clinton  im- 
plies, that  action  never  came. 
What  came,  instead  was 
action  by  proxy,  following  a 
long  period  of  building  up  the 
Croatian  armed  forces,  and, 
to  a much  lesser  extent  the 
Bosnian  forces.  The  over- 
stretched Bosnian  Serbs 
finally  met  their  Waterloo  in 
the  Krajina.  The  foundation 
of  the  Dayton  Agreement  was 
the  Croatian  military  victory 
in  the  Krajina,  with  the  ac- 
companying mass  flight  of 
Krajina  Serbs.  The  Serbs 
signed  it  because,  they  knew 
that  a Croatian  and  Bosnian 


roll-back  could  strip  them  of 
the  whole  of  the  western  part 
of  the  Bosnian  Serb  territo- 
ries — and  empty  those  terri- 
tories of  their  Serbian  inhab- 
itants, producing  a surge  of 
refugees  which  would  under- 
mine not  rally  the  Pale  regime 
but  also  that  in  Belgrade. 
European  soldiers,  particu- 
larly after  General  Rupert 
Smith  contrived  some 
effective  policies,  made  a con- 
tribution to  this  overall  tip- 
ping of  the  military  balance 


against  the  Serbs,  and  Ameri- 
can air  power  had  some  ef- 


fect But  it  was  not  the  peace 
keeping  or  peace  "enforcing’' 
troops  or  the  American 
planes  which  ended  the  fight- 
ing. It  was  the  Serbs,  because 
they  feared  more  Croat  and 
Bosnian  victories,  and  that 
the  situation  could  only  get 
worse  for  them.  The  United 
States  then  contrived  a 
“peace”  by  leaning  on  the 
Croatians  and  above  all  on 
the  Bosnians  to  sign  an  agree- 
ment The  Serbs  were  saved, 
the  Croatians  were  more  or 
less  satisfied,  but  some  Bosni- 
ans, particularly  elements 
within  the  ruling  party,  have 
the  ambition  and  perhaps  the 


nomic  revival  in  the  Muslim- 
Croat  federation  territories, 
while  in  the  Serbian  entity, 
the  West  has  interfered  in 
local  politics  With  some  grnaTl 
success.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  country  is  emphatically 
still  partitioned.  Those  parts 
of  Dayton  that  would  work  to 
give  Bosnia  some  of  the  as- 
pects of  a single  state  are  pre- 
cisely the  parts  that  have 
been  most  resisted,  and  not 
only  by  the  Bosnian  Serbs. 
But  the  compiling  of  lists  of 
“achievements”  on  the  one 
band,  and  “failures”  on  the 
other  misses  the  point,  partic- 
ularly since  many  of  today’s 


It  was  not  the  peace-keeping  troops 
or  the  American  planes  which 
ended  the  fighting.  It  was  the  Serbs 


means  to  go  to  war  for  more 
territory.  That,  along  with 
fears  over  Kossovo,  is  the 
main  negative  reason  why 
Nato  troops  have  to  stay,  and 
the  main  reason  for  European 
sighs  of  relief  at  Clinton's 
recent  decision  to  indefinitely 
the  deadline  for  the  de- 
parture of  American  troops. 

The  imperfections  of  Day- 
ton  are  well  known,  and  were 
reviewed  this  month,  two 
years  after  the  accords  came 
Into  force.  There  has  been  no 
major  fighting  and  there  has 
been  something  of  an  eco- 


achievements could  become 
tomorrow's  means  of  resum- 
ing the  war.  The  point,  as 
Jane  Sharp,  of  the  Centre  for 
Defence  Studies  at  King’s  Col- 
lege, says  in  a recent  paper,  is 
that  “the  tendency  to  appease 
rather  than  to  punish  the  ag- 
gression” still  drives  Western 
policy  in  Bosnia. 

In  other  words,  America 
and  Europe  stfU  base  their 
policy  on  accommodating  to 
the  strength  of  the  local  ac- 
tors. The  West  at  first  tried  to 
accommodate  and  use  Slobo- 
dan Milosevic,  with  scant 


results.  Then  the  Americans 
and  Germans  switched  to 
Franjo  TudJman.  with  more 
effective  results,  but.  even  so, 
it  was  not  Western  strength 
proper  on  the  scales  but  his  — 
that  of  an  authoritarian, 
ultranationalist  leader  among 
whose  barely  concealed  aim* 
were  the  ethnic  cleansing  of 
Serbs  from  his  country  and  at 
least  the  informal  incorpora- 
tion of  parts  of  Bosnia.  In 
spite  of  the  thousands  of 
troops  and  the  millions  of 
pounds  of  aid  that  Western 
countries  have  provided,  it 
remains  the  case  that  the 
West  still  shields  itself  from 
cost  and  confrontation  by 
working  with  rather  than,  on 
occasion,  against  the  lines  of 
strength  in  the  Balkans.  That 
is  one  reason  why  Tudjman 
and  Milosevic  still  survive, 
the  one  strong,  the  other 
weakened  but  still  apparently 
immoveable.  It  is  also  one 
reason  why  the  Serbian 
people  live  in  a realm  of  fan- 
tasy in  which  they,  not 
others,  are  the  victims,  and  in 
which,  in  their  elections,  they 
“choose"  between  equally  ex- 
treme and  repellent  politi- 
cians. If  Clinton's  decision  to 
extend  the  service  of  Ameri- 
can troops  means  only  that 
we  go  on  as  before  in  the 
south  Slav  lands,  little  will 
have  been  gained,  even  if  cer- 
tain dangers  may  be  avoided. 
That  in  truth  is  what  Amer- 
ica. along  with  its  European 
allies,  has  wrought  in  Bosnia. 
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What  are  we  watting  for, 
assembled  tn  the  forum? 

The  barbarians  are  due  here 
today. 

CP  Cavafy  (1898) 

ON  THE  night  of 
AugU&t  10,  410, 
when  King  Ala- 
rm's 100,000  Visi- 
goths drove  their 

bronze-headed  battering  rams 
through  the  walls  of  Rome, 
the  Emperor  Honorius  was  in 
his  palace  on  the  Adriatic 
coast,  arranging  and  re- 
arranging his  collection  of 
prize  poultry. 

Later  the  next  day,  while 
the  Goths  were  busy  looting 
the  imperial  city  and  murder- 
ing its  inhabitants,  a court 
chamberlain  in  Ravenna  in- 
formed the  emperor  that 
Rome  had  perished.  Honorius 
received  the  news  with  shock 
and  disbelief.  "Rome  per- 
ished?" he  said.  “It  is  not  an 
hour  since  she  was  feeding 
out  of  my  hand.”  , 

The  chamberlain  explained 
that  he  referred  to  the  city  of 
Rome,  not  to  the  emperor’s 
chicken  of  the  same  name. 
The  clarification  relievedthe 
emperor  of  his  anxiety.  But  I 

thought,  my  friend,”  he  said, 
■■that  you  meant  that  I had 
lost  my  bird.  Rome.” 

Not  all  the  stories  end  with 
so  absurd  a moral,  but  over 
the  post  16  centuries  the  rail 
of  empires  and  the  ruin  of 
nation-states  invariably  have 
been  preceded  by  a compara- 
ble lack  of  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  nomi- 
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ng  aristocracy  in 
century  England 
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fairs didn't  think  it  worth 
their  trouble  to  cross  the  At- 
lantic to  see  what  it  was  they 
were  talking  about  Edmund 
Burke  attributed  their  fool- 
ishness to  “plentiful  fortunes, 
assured  rank  and  quiet 
homes”. 

AMONG  the  myriad  indices 
of  the  general  loss  of  feith  in 
government,  probably  the 
most  vivid  is  the  figure  of  the 
president  The  voters  in  No- 
vember 1996  knew  that  Clin- 
ton was  caught  in  the  nets  of 
at  least  three  examinations  of 
his  sexual  and  financial  con- 
duct all  of  which  he  was 
likely  to  fail,  but  they  also 
knew  that  he  was  a man  so 
lacking  in  character  that  he 
couldn’t  ask  any  questions  — 
at  least  not  with  a straight 
face  — that  might  require  his 
fellow  citizens  to  correct  their 
own  weaknesses  or  temper 
their  own  appetites  Bor  self- 
love. 

His  presence  in  the  White 
House  confirms  the  capitalist 


paper,  I come  across  toe  news 
that  21  mjiUnw  American  Gun- 
nies subsist  on  annual  In- 
comes of  less  than  (25,000 
(scarcely  enough  to  pay  a 
year’s  caddie  fees  at  Pebble 
Beach),  and  I remember  what 
happens  to  societies  that 
allow  the  opening  of  too 
broad  a gulf  between  cities  of 
toe  rich  and  poor. 

That  gulf  is  now  greater 
than  at  any  time  since  the 
heyday  of  Imperial  Rome,  but 
toe  oligarchy  that  presides 
over  the  administration  of 
what  was  once  the  American 
republic  finds  no  cause  for 
alarm.  On  the  contrary. 

Instead  of  attempting  a 
more  equitable  division  of  the 
nation’s  wealth,  the  oligarchy 
seeks  its  greater  concentra- 
tion In  monopolies  always 
more  narrowly  held  and  Im- 
placably defended. 

In  June  of  this  year  both 
houses  of  Congress  passed 
budget  bills  awarding  65  per 
cent  of  a projected  tax  reduc- 
tion to  the  richest  20  per  cent 


of  common  folk  robbed  by 
their  feudal  overlords. 

A bill  passed  in  June  1995 
allows  corporate  officials 
(mutual  funds  salesmen,  com- 
pany presidents)  to  defend 
themselves  against  charges  of 
fraud  merely  by  saying  that 
they  genuinely  forgot  to  dis- 
close matters  of  pertinent  feet 
— either  because  they  were 
distracted  at  the  time  by  more 
urgent  concerns  (a  difficult 
bunker  shot,  something 
wrong  in  the  engine  of  the 
Lexus)  or  because  the  thought 
of  disclosure  never  crossed 
their  minds. 

As  might  be  expected,  the 
shining  face  of  the  global 
economy  wears  its  brightest 
smile  in  the  show  windows  of 
the  media  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  the  same  oligarchy 
that  owns  and  operates  the 
banks.  The  accompanying 
press  releases  predict  limit- 
less good  news  in  a world 
joyfully  blessed  by  open  mar- 
kets, convertible  currencies 
and  free  trade. 


American  political  classes,  being  themselves  complicit 
in  the  well-financed  banditry  at  large  in  the  world,  paper 
over  their  superfluousness  with  gossip  about  Hillary 
Clinton’s  astrologer  and  the  sins  of  children’s  television 
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in  the  same 


of  the  citizenry,  while  provid- 
ing only  13  per  cent  of  toe 
benefits  to  the  poorest  60  per 
cent 

The  numbers  square  with 
the  attitudes  of  entrenched 
selfishness  that  have  dictated 
government  ■ policy  for  the 
past  10  or  20  years  — the  bias 
expressed  as  legislation  that 
favours  the.  merger  of  large 
corporations  Into  even  larger 
corporations  (ABC  with  Dis- 
ney, Boeing  with  McDonnell 
Douglas,  Morgan  Stanley 
with  Dean  Witter),  curtails  or 
eliminates  toe  flmds  avail- 
able to  public  education,  en- 
courages the  systematic  ex- 
ploitation of- toe  poor  (most 
savagely  by  the  health  main- 
tenance organisations  and 
the  insurance  companies),  de- 
regulates the  banking  system, 
denies  the  possibility  of  com- 
plaint or  redress  on  toe  part 


The  financial  magazines 
malm  no  attempt  to  quiet 
their  emotions  or  restrain  the 
breathless  tenor  of  their 
prose.  Behold,  men  of  genius 
and  resolve  — Bfllloinniresl 
Visionaries!  Entrepreneurs! 
— trading  cable  systems  for 
telephone  lines,  and  tele- 
phone lines  for  movie  studios, 
and  movie  studios  for  cable 
Systems,  buying  and  selling 
toe  wells  of  celebrity  that 
water  the  gardens  of 
paradise. 

I don’t  doubt  that  the  com- 
forts of  the  global  economy 
are  many  mid  wonderful  to 
behold.  But  they  come  at  a 
cost  that  can  he  expressed  In 
other  sets  of -always  larger 
numbers  — the  ones  about 
the  destruction  of  the  forests 
and  toe  fish,  about  the  East- 
rising  slums  that  engulf  the 
cities  of  steel  and  glass,  about 


the  dissolution  of  the  ozone 
layer  and  the  proliferation  of 
sewer  rats  and  nuclear 
weapons. 

The  rule  of  law  meanwhile 
loses  its  hold  on  the  ferocious 
Elites  (corporate  and  preda- 
tory, often  criminal)  that  with 
the  force  and  arrogance  of 
capitalism  intimidate  the 
world’s  parliaments  (in  China 
and  Mexico,  in  Russia  and 
Brazil  as  well  as  in  the  United 
States)  in  a manner  not  un- 
like that  of  the  military  com- 
manders in  the  1st  century 
BC  who  bullied  toe  Roman 
Senate  with  toe  force  of  arms. 
Our  American  political 
classes  in  the  meantime, 
being  themselves  complicit  to 
the  wen-financed  banditry  at 
large  in  the  world,  paper  over 
their  superfluousness  with 
gossip  about  Hillary  Clinton’s 
astrologer  and  the  sins  of 
children's  television . . . 

Their  insouciance  un- 
nerves me  because  I would 
have  thought  that  the  barba- 
rism implicit  in  the  restless 
energies  of  big-time,  global 
capitalism  requires  some  sort 
of  check  or  balance,  if  not  by 
a spiritual  doctrine  or  im- 
pulse, then  by  a lively  inter- 
est in  (or  practice  of)  demo- 
cratic government 

The  collapse  of  Commu- 
nism at  the  end  of  toe  cold 
war  removed  from  the 
world’s  political  theatre  the 
last  pretence  of  a principled 
opposition  to  the  rule  of 
money,  and  toe  pages  of  his- 
tory suggest  that  oligarchy 
unhindered  by  conscience  or 
common  sense  seldom  takes 
much  of  an  interest  in  toe 
cause  of  civil  liberty. 

THE  GUESTS  taking  their 
turns  at  the  waltz  in  toe  ball- 
rooms of  the  belle  epoque 
wouldn't  have  known  where 
to  look  on  a map  for  toe 
names  of  the  towns  on  the 
Western  Front  — Paaschen- 
daele,  Ypres,  Cambral, 
Chateau-Thierry,  Verdun  — 
soon  to  become  synonymous 
with  toe  end  of  what  was  once 
a world. 

Nearly  100  years  later  l can 
no  more  guess  at  toe  se- 
quence of  events  lying  below 
the  horizon  of  a new  century 
than  could  the  Duke  of  Dev- 


onshire or  toe  Czar  of  All  toe 
Russias,  but  2 think  it  proba- 
ble that  the  United  States  will 
find  it  increasingly  difficult 
as  well  as  irritating  and  un- 
necessary to  sustain  toe  risks 
of  freedom. 

The  trend  of  the  times 
favours  toe  rule  of  force 
(more  laws  restricting  the  lib- 
erty cf  persons,  fewer  laws 
restraining  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty). and  the  focus  of  the 
hope  for  a brighter  future  or  a 
better  life  shifts  from  the  poli- 
tics of  here  and  now  to  toe 
lotteries  of  there  and  then. 

If  our  legislators  no  longer 
write  their  own  laws,  or  our 
merchant  princes  their  own 
press  releases  and  our  uni- 
versity presidents  their  own 
commencement  speeches, 
then  who  rises  to  the  defence 
of  liberty?  An  oligarchy  that 
reads  from  rented  scripts  al- 
ready has  put  itself  up  for 
sale. 

The  transfers  cf  title  to  the 
new  owners  of  state  don’t  al- 
ways entail  toe  massacre  of 
toe  former  occupants.  Some- 
times the  barbarians  awiist* ; 
themselves  by  trying  on  the 
costumes  of  civilisation;  a 
good  deal  of  real  estate 
changes  hands,  but  after  a 
few  years  toe  department 

stores  re-open,  a new  gallery 
of  feces  makes  itself  known  to 
toe  gossip  columnists  on  duty 
in  the  best  restaurants  and 
the  better  hotels,  and  nobody 
who  is  still  somebody  can 
remember  when  or  why  it 
was  that  they  didn't  think 
tyranny  was  exciting  and 
glamorous  and  fun. 
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Sometimes  its 

EASIER  TO  TALK 
TO  SOMEONE 
YOU  DONTLIKE 


When  you  have  a problem,  it’s  the 
most  natural  thing  in  the  world  to  want  to 
calk  it  through  with  someone.  But  who? 

That’s  where  The  Samaritans  come  in. 
We're  discreet,  sympathetic  and  completely 
urtshockable. 

Our  national  number  is  0345  90  90  90, 
or  you  can  e-mail  us  on  jo@samaritans.org 


The  Samaritans 
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Twin  boost  for  battered  economy  from  goverment  and  world  banks 

IMF’s  loan 


mm 


plans  calm 
Korean  crisis 


APPY  days 
returned,  to  South 
Korea's  financial 
markets  yesterday 
— at  least  tempo- 
rarily — as  the  new  govern- 
ment laid  plans  to  boost  the 
beleaguered  economy. 

Investors  were  also  cheered 
by  aggressive  action  from 
western  nations  to  prop  up 
Korea  and  the  thought  that 
the  industrialised  world 
could  go  to  great  lengths  to 
prevent  the  world's  eleventh 
largest  economy  from  falling. 

Meanwhile,  the  Bank  of 
Rnjftanri.  after  agreeing  on 
Christmas  Eve  to  contribute 
an  immediate  £240  million  to 
a rescue  package,  yesterday 
asked  British  banks  to  extend 
their  loans  to  South  Korean 
Institutions.  As  It  stands, 
Korean  banks  must  repay  for- 
eign currency  loans  totalling 
$25  billion  (£15  billion)  over 
the  next  month.  If  creditor 
nations  refuse  to  extend,  or 
“roll  over”  those  loans,  many 
banks  fece  bankruptcy. 

Several  UK  banks  are 
thought  to  have  significant 
exposure  to  Korean  debt  Ear- 
lier thk  week  Abbey  National 
admitted  to  holding  Korean 
hoods,  but  said  the  amount  of 
Korean  debt  on  its  books  is 
“small". 

The  Bank  of  England's  move 
follows  a similar  plea  from 
Bank  of  Japan,  as  Japanese 
banks  hold  more  than  a quar- 
ter of  Korea’s  foreign  currency 
debt  The  head  of  the  French 
bankers*  association  said  yes- 
terday ******  French  hank^  are 
also  likely  to  extend  pqrigflng 
loans  to  Korea. 

In  another  meeting,  the  In- 
ternational Monetary  Fund 
and  the  Group  erf  Seven  Indus- 
trialised nations  agreed  to 
speed  up  agreed  financial  as- 
sistance to  Korea.  The  IMF 
will  send  $2  billion  to  Korea 
by  early  next  week,  white  the 
G7  will  send  another 
$8  billion  next  month.  Those 
fUnds  should  allow  Korea  to 


'What  is  most 
important  now  is 
to  restore 
international 
confidence  in  our 
economy,  bring  in 
dollars  and  create 
jobs.  If  this  cannot 
be  done,  our 
economy  has  no 
hope1 
Kim  Oae-jung, 

Korean  president-elect 


cover  foreign  exchange  debts 
due  over  the  next  two  months. 

Korea's  financial  markets 
reacted  smartly  to  the  news  of 
overseas  assistance.  The  won 
jumped  23  per  cent  — its  big- 
gest one-day  gain — ending  at 
just  under  1,500  to  the  US  dol- 
lar, while  Korea's  main  share 
index  rose  nearly  7 per  cent  to 
finish  at 375.15. 

But  International  aid  is  not 
coming  easily;  Korea's  new 
government  has  pledged  Ear- 
reaching  reform  to  qualify  for 
the  western  aid  package  — 
changpK  likely  to  shake  the 
foundations  of  the  post-war 
Korean  economic  structure. 


President-elect  Kim  Dae- 
Jung  says  be  wfll  sanction  the 
widespread  reduction  of  bank 
workers  — unheard  of  in 
modem  Korea.  Under  exist- 
ing law,  solvent  companies 
are  all  but  banned  from  lay- 
ing off  employees- 

More  profitable  banks  win 
be  more  attractive  to  overseas 
institutions,  and  Korea  yes- 
terday Indicated  It  win  allow 
foreign  haniw  to  take  major- 
ity stakes  In  Korean  ones. 
Until  this  year  foreign  owner- 
ship of  equity  shares  was 
restricted  to  below  20  per  cent 
of  any  one  issue. 

State  television  yesterday 
reported  the  government  is 
seeking  foreigners  to  take 
over  two  of  die  nation’s  most 
troubled  banks.  Korea  First 
Bank  and  SeouEBank,  by  Feb- 
ruary. The  network  also 
reported  that  America's  Citi- 
bank and  Chase  Manhattan, 
along  with  an  arm  erf  HSBC 
may  be  interested  in  an  acqui- 
sition, although  Citibank 
denied  such  reports. 

The  government  yesterday 
scuppered  plans  to  national- 
ise Kia  Motors.  Korea's 
eighth-lazgest  conglomerate, 
which  collapsed  in  July,  leav- 
ing some  $10  billion  in  debt 
The  new  regime  says  it  will 
attempt  to  hawk  the  car- 
maker  to  either  a foreign  or 
domestic  company. 

In  other  Asian  markets,  Ja- 
pan’s Nikkei  225  index  foil 
3 pa  omit  yesterday,  slump- 
ing to  14J3Q2 — its  second  low- 
est dose  of  the  year.  Rumours 
Of  another  imminent  Japa- 
nese bankruptcy  spooked 
investors. 

The  Tomen  Corporation  — 
a medium-sized  trading  house 
— Is  the  latest  anxiety,  de- 
spite denials  tram  the  compa- 
ny's president.  The  fears  fol- 
low the  collapse  of  another 
Japanese  company  yesterday, 
the  Nitto  T.ifi»  Company,  a de- 
veloper of  golf  courses. 


Tim  Dow  Jo«*s  Industrial 
average  nme  1 0.1 9 point*  to 
7679.31  on  WaH  Street  last 
night. 


Stamp  act. . . Seoul  students  take  it  out  on  Japanese-made  pens  and  pencils  as  investors 
cheer  IMF  boost  tor  Korean  markets  phoidgwhvonimp 


High  street  relies  on  a spree  after  seasonal  overstocking 
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Early  bargain-hunters  yesterday  outside  French  Connection  at  Oxford  Circus  in  London 

Stores  banking  on  sales 


Paul  Murphy 


RTTAJN’S  major  high 
street  stores  groups 
1 are  banking  on  a new 
year  speeding  spree 
to  aliieviflte  chronic  over- 
stocking problems  and  avoid 
a rash  of  poor  trading  state- 
ments and  corporate  profit 
warnings  over  the  coming 
weeks. 

As  the  traditional  sales  sea- 
son got  underway  yesterday, 
several  of  the  big  chains  and 
consumer  groups  reported  an 
in|Mal  rush,  with  shoppers 
looking  to  pick  up  early  bar- 
gains. 

Sales  began  yesterday  at 
B&Q,  Cornet  and  House  of 
Fraser,  while  the  discounting 
started  before  Christmas  at 
Laura  Ashley  and  Hotels. 

But  customers  were  said  to 
be  shopping  “tactically,"  con- 
tinuing the  trend  wnfob  be- 
came dear  cm  Monday  and 
Tuesday  this  week,  when 
stores  reported  “a  last  minute 
spree,  but  no  splurge.” 

According  to  the  Credit 
Card  Research  Group,  Christ- 
mas shoppers  have  been 


using  their  debit  cards,  rather 
than  running  up  their  credit 
card  bills.  “Cardholders  have 
not  forgotten  about  Christ- 
mas this  year  but  they  are 
spending  prudently  with  one 
eye  on  their  January  state- 
mentsaid  the  group’s  econ- 
omist. David  Joy. 

Figures  released  last  week 
suggested  that  goods  worth 
£3  billion  or  more  would  need 
to  be  shifted  over  the  coming 
month  — a 50  per  cent  rise 
over  the  January  sales  a year 
ago.  The  problems  faced  by 


retailers  are  especially  acute 
since  high-street  spending 
had  already  been  dealt  a blow 
at  the  end  of  the  summer  after 
the  death  of  Diana,  Princess 
of  Wales. 

Initial  figures  released  by 
the  Office  for  National  Statis- 
tics showing  consumer  spend- 
ing rising  at  2.2  per  cent  In 
the  three-months  to  end- 
September  had  to  be  revised 
down  to  just  0.7  per  cent  ear- 
lier this  month. 

During  the  run  up  to 
Christmas,  clothing  and  foot- 


wear stores  are  said  to  have 
suffered  the  most,  with  the 
heaviest  spending  going  on 
records,  jewellery  and  com- 
puters. And  on  Tuesday, 
Knlckerbox.  the  specialist 
underwear  eftajn,  was  put 
into  administration,  threaten- 
ing 200 jobs  at  27  outlets. 

The  administrator,  Simon 
Freakley  of  accountants 
Buchler  Phillips,  blamed. 
‘Tight*’  traffic  on  the  high 
street,  but  he  remained  confi- 
dent that  a - buyer  would  be 
found  for  the  business. 


Magnet  hit  by  strike  at  200  outlets 


MAGNET,  the  kitch- 
ens and  doors  spec- 
ialist, was  hit  by  a 
strike  at  its  200  outlets 
across  the  country  yester- 
day, with  members  of  three 
unions  threatening  to  pick- 
et the  stores  until  the  end 
of  the  January  sale,  writes 
Paul  Murphy. 

ho  Crammond,  secretary 
of  the  Magnet  Strike  Com- 
mittee, claimed  workers 
had  been  unfairly  sacked 


from  the  company’s  Dar- 
lington factory  16  months 
ago.  Industrial  action  fol- 
lowed the  redundancies 
and  led  to  the  formation  of 
the  committee. 

He  said  Magnet  had 
sacked  350  workers  who 
went  on  strike,  after  proper 
ballots,  to  protest  that  al- 
most half  of  their  col- 
leagues were  not  being  of- 
fered a pay  rise  after  a 
three-year  pay  freeze. 


David  Williams,  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  Magnet,  said: 
“The  company  regrets  any 
inconvenience  to  customers 
canned  by  the  picketing, 
but  despite  sporadic  action 
of  this  kind  throughout 
1997,  sales  have  increased 
by  15  per  cent  this  year.u 

He  said  the  Darlington 
factory  had  a new  work- 
force, which  has  succeeded 
in  raising  productivity 
levels- 


People’s  car  on 
way  to  being 
comeback  Bug 


The  new  Beetle, 
to  launch  in  1 098, 
is  more  than  just 
another  update, 
says  MARK  TRAN 

A FUTURISTIC  version 
of  the  venerable  Bee- 
tle will  go  on  sale  in 
the  United  States  early  next 
year  as  German  car  group 
Volkswagen  revives  the 
“people’s  car”  first  set  in 
motion  by  the  Nasi  regime 
that  went  on  to  sell  more 
than  21  million  models 
around  the  world. 

About  50,000  Beetle  die- 
hards  have  already  ordered 
the  new  Beetle,  although  It 
will  not  be  unveiled  until 
the  Detroit  Motor  Show  on 
January  5.  The  American 
market  win  provide  the 
first  Important  test  for  the 
new  Beetle,  with  produc- 
tion initially  set  at  100,000 
units  a year. 

The  new  “Bug”  will  sell 
for  between  $15,000  and 
$18,000  (between  £9.000 
and  £10,700),  a relatively 
low  price,  and  In  keeping 
with  its  populist  image. 

Deliveries  of  right-hand 
drive  models  to  the  United 
Kingdom  are  not  expected 
to  begin  until  early  1999  — 
there  are  about  1 million 
Beetles  on  the  road  In  the 
UK.  The  new  Beetles  wUl  be 
made  at  Volkswagen’s  Mex- 
ican plants,  which  still  pro- 
duce the  old  Beetle. 

The  old  Beetle  Is  still  pop- 
ular in  the  US,  judging 
from  the  numerous  Beetle 
websites  on  the  Internet. 
The  subject  of  various 

Hollywood  films,  such  as 
Herbie  the  Love  Bug,  is  par- 
ticularly wen-Hked  in  Cali- 


fornia, where  the  Beetle  en- 
joys an  environmentally 
friendly  image. 

The  New  Beetle  has  a 
more  advanced  engine  but 
it  will  be  clearly  a descen- 
dant of  fixe  Beetle  designed 
in  1934  by  Ferdinand 
Porsche.  Volkswagen  says 
the  model  is  not  an  update 
of  the  original  but  a com- 
pletely new  car,  "a  Beetle 
driving  forward  into  the 
21st  century”. 

Unlike  the  old  Bug,  the 
new  Beetie  has  an  engine  in 
the  front,  front-wheel  drive 
and  features  such  as  a com- 
pact-disc stereo  system  and 
side  airbags  for  front-seat 
occupants.  Significantly 
larger  than  the  old  model, 
it  Is  based  cm  Volkswagen’s 
new  Golf  chassis  — 
Europe’s  number  one-sell- 
ingcar. 

’’Some  may  have  pre- 
dicted a ‘retro’  car,  but  the 
New  Beetle  is  a completely 
modem  design,  almost  fu- 
turistic. It  will  appeal  to 
those  who  fondly  recall  the 
past  as  well  as  young 
people  who  have  ho  connec- 
tion with  the  original,” 
said  Clive  Warrfkrw,  preu- 
dent  and  chief  executive  of 
Volkswagen  America. 

“Where  the  original  Bee- 
tle provided  basic  transpor- 
tation, the  New  Beetle  is  an 
upmarket,  lifestyle  vehi- 
cle,” he  added. 

The  Beetle  owes  its  come- 
back to  Concept  l,  a show 
car  designed  by  Volks- 
wagen during  the  early 
1990s.  The  response  by 
those  who  saw  it  was  uni- 
versal: bond  it. 

Volkswagen  is  again 
pushing  the  Beetle’s  uni- 
versal, classless  appeal, 
saying  the  new  version  is 
meant  to  be  “egalitarian, 
cutting  across  all  possbile 
classes  and  demographics”. 


Futuristic  Bug:  VW  hopes  for  ‘retro’  and  youth  appeal 


Saturday  Notebook 


positive  spin 


Alex  Brummer 


I T HAS  beeu«  year  in  whirii 
banking  mergers  and  take- 
overshave  been  all  the  rage 
yTui,  if  the  stock  market  is 
correct  in  pushing  foe.  value 
of  financial  shares  to  ever  diz- 
zier heights,  1998  will  see 
more  of  the  same.  Mostly 
these  mergers  will  be  written 
about  in  terms  of  their  com- 
mercial significance.  Amid 
the  pot-pourri  of  business  jus- 
tifications thehurnan  dimen- 
sion of  agglomeration  can, 
and  is,  easily  lost. 

But  financial  combinations 
also  impact  on.  a for  broader 
range  of  stakeholders-  The 
merger  erf  two  Swiss  banking 
giants.  Swiss  Bank  Corpora- 
tion and  Union  Rank  of  Swit- 
zerland, to  create  foe  new 
United  Bank  of  Switzerland, 
wfll  mean  heavy  job  losses, 
with  an  estimated  11,000  van- 
ishing in  foe  City  of  London. 

IE,  as  has  been  widely  ex- 
pected, there  were  to  be  a 
merger  between  two  of  tire 
UK’s  largest  banks  — Bar- 
clays and  NatWest — then  the 
SBC/UBS  job  losses  would  be 
just  a taster  for  large-scale 
branch  closures  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom. 

But  it  Is  not  actually  a 
requirement  w*at  the  Tinman 
impact  of  bank  mergers,  or 
for  that  matter  demutualisa- 
tion of  foe  kind  seas  hi  1997, 
has  to  be  entirely  negative. 

One  of  the  qmaTW  huBHing 
societies  to  convert  to  a bank 
in  1997  — the  Northern  JRock 
— deliberately  set  about 

■iiMintiitnlng  mmp  nrntnul  trtt. 

ditions  by  retaining  an 
rfniHWif-  of  rharttafrltt  giving: 
a useful  precedent  In  a UK 
corporate  culture  that  en- 
courages directors  to  look 
after  their  own  Interests 
through  Inflated  salaries  and 
stock  options,  rattier  than 
those  of  a broader  public. 

Big  mergers  do  not  have  to 
be  wholly  negative.  Arguably, 
Britain’s  most  successfol  .fi- 
nancial group  in  the  1990s  has 
beeir  Lloyds  Bank,  which  now 
has  a stock 'market  valuation 
that  challenges  that  of  the 
global  HSBC  group  (owners  of 
Midland  Bank  in  the  UK  and 
the  Hmigknng  Bank  in  the 
Far  East). 

Through  a series  of  well 
judged  takeovers  including 
the  absorption  of  the  Chelten- 
ham & Gloucester  building 
society;  the  minority  inter- 
ests in  its  insurance  offshoot 
Lloyds  Abbey  Ufe.and  the  ab- 
sorption of  TSB  — to  make 
Lloyds  TSB  — it  has  in  many 
respects  become  the  UK’s  flag- 
ship hank 

Not  because  of  its  flashy  in- 
volvement in  investment 
banking  or  even  extravagant 
investment  overseas  (al- 
though that  remains  an  Inter- 
est particularly  in  Europe) 
but  because  of  its  strong  focus 
on  UK  personal  banking. 

WHILE  the  business 
consequences  (both 
good  and  had)  of  the 
Lloyds  TSB  merger  have  been 
widely  recognised,  there  has 
been  little  attention  paid  to 
charitable  aspects  at  this 
event  In  December  alone,  as 
a result  of  decisions  taken  at 
the  time  erf  foe  1995/96  merger 
between  the  two  banks,  some 
£462,000  has  been,  distributed 
by  the  Lloyds  TSB  Founda- 
tion for  England  and  Wales  to 
178  different  causes. 

This  charitable  giving, 
which  is  turning  Uoyds  TSB 
into  the  largest  UK  corporate 


giver  other  than  the  National 

Lottery  provider  Camelot  is 

deeply  rooted  in  the 
foe  two  companies.  Lloyds 
Bank  has  been  an  active  char- 
itable giver  since  it  was 
founded  by  the  Quaker,  Samp- 
son Lloyd  — although  n at  on 
a scale  which  sot  It  apart  from 
other  UK  corporate  givers. 
TSB  was,  however,  a rather 
different  case.  _ _ . 

At  foe  time  of  its  floatation 

in  1986,  there,  was  consider^ 
»KU.  dispute  about  its  owner- 
ship structure,  which  compli- 
cated the  public  offering.  One 
way  in  which  this  was  dealt 

wlfo  by  foe  then  Tory  govern, 
merit  was  to  constitute  four 
TSB  Foundations  — covering 
Enriand  and  Wales,  Scotland, 
the  Channel  Islands  ana 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  Foundations  were  to  be 
both  owners  erf  unclaimed  and 
disputed  shares  in  the  TSB  as 
well  as  charitable  givers:  It 
was  a neat  way  erf  disarming 
those  who  believed  that  the 
state  was  in  some  way  depriv- 
ing them  of  a birthright 
Preserving  this  structure, 
together  with  the  Quaker  tra- 
dftkms  of  Lloyds  Itself,  thus 
became  a key  side  issue  at  the 
of  the  merger-  While 

Tpnrh  of  foe  financial  report- 
ing focused  on  foe  fete  of  the 
TSB*s  wasteful  acquisition, 
the  merchant  bank  Hill  Sam- 
uel, foe  managements  of  foe 
two  banks  were  devising  a 
new  structure  for  voluntary 
giving. 

THE  NEW  Lloyds  TSB 
Foundations  would  be 
entitled  to  recteve  l par 
cent  of  Lloyds  TSB  pre-tax 
profits  averaged  over  three 
years.  In  lieu  of  dividend.  The 
1 per  cent  charitable  giving 
figure  has  long  beena  goal  for 
UK  companies,  as  a result  of 
the  efforts  of  Hector  Laing  at 
United  Biscuits  in  the  1980s. 
But  the  cause  has  never 

really  rough  on  and  certainly 

not  in.  a financial  Institution 
which  has  proved  such  a con- 
sistent profit  spinner  as 
Lloyds  TSB. 

Before  the  merger,  foe  vol- 
untary giving  of  the  two  sepa- 
rate organisations  in  the 
period  1987  to  1996  was  some 
£30  million,  or  just  over 
£3  million  a year.  Now,  how- 
ever, that  giving  is  set  to 
make  quantum  leap.  . 

Proriding  Lloyds  TSB  prof- 
itability does  not  take  a sod- 
den dip  (the  reverse  could  be 
true  were  there  to  bemore  ab-“ 
sorption  of  companies  in  foe 
mutual  sector)  then  by  1999 
the  bank  could  be  responsible 
for  distributing  some  £25  mil- 
lion annually.  While  this 
might  seem  modest  in  com- 
parison with  foe  huge  annual 
expenditures  of  the  great  US 
family  foundations:  Ford, 
Rockefeller,  Getty  and 
Hughes  it  wfll,  by  UK  stan- 
dards, be  an  enormous  force. 

Moreover,  in  contrast  to  the 
National  Lottery,  which  until 
recently  was  focused  on  gran- 
diose projects,  the  Lloyds  TSB 
Foundation  Is  focusing  Us  at- 
tention on  the  gaps  in  the 
charitable  marketplace.  The 
giving  is  largely  «maii  scale 
enabling  same  3^00  separate 
local  charities  to  benefit  In 
1997  — the  first  full  year  of 
operation. 

What  is  most  encouraging 
is  that  there  is  no  riphata  in- 
side Lloyds  TSB  about  the 
wisdom  of  such  a programme 
or  its  publicity  benefit.  This 
is  not  seen  as  simply  a means 
of  attracting  cheap  and 
favourable  publicity. 

The  purpose  is  involve- 
ment, with  Bank  staff  encour- 
aged to  support  the  scheme  by 
a commitment  to  matched 
giving.  Welfare  to  work  has 
become  a mantra  iter  Labour. 
But  some  corners  of  com- 
merce, rooted  In  the  same  Ju- 
deo-Christian  work  ethic  ar- 
rived there  first  it  would  be 
great  if  others  would  follow. 


Thin  trading  for 
wary  investors 


PMHwpIV 


TOCKBROKERS  are 
resigned  to  several  days 
of  thin  and  potentially 
volatile  trading  on  the  Lon- 
ckm  market,  with  most  big  in- 
vestors expected  to  hold  off 
portfolio  adjustments  until 
the  new  year. 

Many  strategists  remain 
waxy  that  events  in  the  Far 
East  may  yet  spark  a rush  out 
of  British  and  American  equi- 
ties and  Iwtn  Hib  relative 
safety  of  the  bona  markets. 

But  others  are  convinced 
that  recent  takeover  and 
merger  activity,  plus  an  ex- 
pected increase  in  foe  num- 
ber of  corporate  share  bay- 
backs,  will  protect  the 
London  market,  where  large 


investors  are  already  flush 

with  cash. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  during  a 

truncated  pre-holiday  trading 
session,  the  FTSE  100  drifted 
35J  points  lower  to  close  at 
50134-  The  FTSE  Mid  250  In- 
dex of  second  line  companies 
eased  8.2  points  to  40960. 
Dealers  reported  a lack  of 


investment  business  across 
aR  sectors,  with  investors  and 

brokers  choosing  to  withdraw 

their  orders  for  shares  in  foe 
biggest  companies  from  the 
newly-introduced  Sets  trad- 
ing system.  This  led  to  an- 
other rash  of  unnaturally 
wide  spreads  between  buy 
and  sell  prices,  accentuating 
the  move  cm  the  Tap  100 
index. 

Of  foe  200miHian  Shares 
that  changed*  hands  on 
Wednesday  morning,  afryywt  a 
fifth  was  accounted  for  by 
business  in  Sears  after  news 
that  foe  group  ban  diqiq^  of 
the  bulk  of  its  footwear  retail- 
ing business  with  the  safe  of 
Shoe  City  to  Brantano  of  Bel- 
gium. Shares  in  Sears  ended 
unchanged  at  SQiAp. 


Btocompatibles,  one  of  foe 
companies  which  suffered  in 
the  recent  rout  nio- 

technatogy  stocks,  recovered 
*7%p  to  «5p.  But  worries 
about  commodity  prices 
Mo  Unto  down  30V6p  to  7D5p, 
.while  Danka.  Business  Sys- 
tems, the  photocopying 
group,  shed  2ip  to  227160  after 
its  recent  profits  warning: 
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Tipsters 

fetch  up 
with  mixed 
fortunes 


- 
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Ian  King 
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lan  King 


IN  A year  in  which  the 
FTSE 100  burst 
through  the 5000 
level,  helped  by 
rampant  demand  fora 
handful  of  drug,  oil  and 
banking  stocks,  many  of 
Britain’s  highest  paid 
fund  managers  have 
been  badly  caught  out.  - 
Several  have  been  In  full 
“sackcloth  and  ashes*’ 
mode  recently,  as  they 
mournfully  explained 
how  they  had 
underestimated  how 
well  the  market  would 
perform  In  the  event  of  a 
Labour  victory  in  the 
general  election  and, 
more  particularly,  how 
City>frfendly  a Labour 
government  would  be. 

By  comparison,  the 
tips  offered  by  members 
of  the  Guardian’s  City 
team  this  time  last  year 
have  had  mixed 
fortunes,  with  four 
posting  gains  and  |ust 
one  finishing  In  negative 
territory.  In  what  has 
been  a choppy  year  in 
the  markets.  Just  one  of 
our  tips  has 
outperformed  the  All- 
Share  Index. 

So,  how  did  our 
various  tips  perform? 


Paul  Murphy 
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THE  only  turkey  in  our 
Christmas  selection  Iasi 


Going  abroad . . . Sir  Chips  Keswick  (right)  with  Sod6t£  Generate  £±uefPtulippe  Ctteme  at  the  sale  ofTHambros  to  the  French  group  fwotograph;  Michael  cfwarRs 


Patrick  Donovan 


erggrawg iga: 


AT  THE  start  of  the  year, 
Ashtead  was  a small  plant 


#%Ashtead  was  a small  plant 
hire  rental  company,  valued 
at  £300  million.  During  1997, 
the  company  has,  as  we  fore- 
cast, broken  into  the  FTSE 
Mid-250,  and  is  now  valued  at 
more  than  £500  mill  inn. 

Ashtead  chairman  Peter 
Lewis  said  he  expected  the 
group  to  double  in  size  over 
the  next  few  years  and  it 
snapped  up  rival  Sheriff  in 
August,  in  a £39.4  million  all- 
share  deal,  putting  it  second 
In  the  sector. 

Since  then,  the  company 
has  continued  to  Look  attrac- 
tive to  fund  managers,  as  the 
building  and  building  materi- 
als sectors  consolidate  and, 
this  time  next  year,  Ashtead 
could  be  market  leader. 

All  the  analysts  following 
Ashtead  have  buy  or  bold 
recommendations  on  the 
stock.  At  I77%p,  the  shares 
trade  at  a multiple  of  19  times 
future  expected  earnings. 
That  may  look  pricy,  hut  for  a 
company  with  management  of 
proven  quality,  not  unreason- 
able. Keep  buying. 


W "• 


j.-  * ■«■*«?.  4>&j 
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IlfHEN  our  former  City 
W editor.  Patrick  Dono- 


II  editor,  Patrick  Dono- 
van, tipped  Hambros  last 
year,  he  did  so  on  the  expec- 
tation that  a break-up  bid- 
der would  emerge  for  the 
blue-chip  merchant  bank 
during  1997.  What  no-one 
could  have  forecast  was 
that  Hambros  would  break 
itself  up. 

The  rot  had  set  in  in  1996, 
when  predatory  fund 
Regent  Pacific  took  a hos- 
tile stake  in  Hambros  and 
crossed  swords  with  patri- 


archal chairman  Sir  Chips 
Keswick. 

Then  the  bank’s  corpo- 
rate finance  department  ad- 
vised Andrew  Regan’s  foot 
hardy  attempt  to  bid  for  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society.  Three  corporate  fi- 
nanciers resigned  and  Sir 
fi’hipg  made  a humiliating 
apology  to  the  Co-op. 

Hambros  called  in 
Schroders  to  advise  on  how 
it  could  turn  flifags  around 
and  the  last  few  weeks  have 
seen  a Hurry  of  activity, 
with  Belgium's  G&r&rale  de 
Basque  mapping  up  Ham- 
bros1;; small  and  medium 
landing  activities. 

Last  week,  French  group 
SoddtS  Gdndrale  confirmed 
that  it  was  buying  the  other 
main  operations  which  had 
traded  under  the  Hambros 
Bank  name.  Some  mystery 
remains  about  other  i 
businesses,  including  Ham- 
bros  Countrywide  and  Ham- 
bros Insurance  services. 

Donovan,  now  a public 
relations  adviser  with  fi- 
nancial advisers  Citigate, 
said:  “Hambros  always 
looked  like  a red-hot  bid 
target  and  it  is  no  surprise 
thin  has  happened.  There 
was  always  value  to  be  real- 
ised and  it  Is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  rich  picking;  only 
became  available  to  share- 
holders so  late  in  the  year.** 


Richard  Miles 


Dominic  Walsh 


GrarcidaGroup 
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Richard  mues,  who  left 
the  Guardian  during  the 
year,  came  in  at  second  place 
with  the  Jupiter  Income 
Fund.  The  unit  trust  which 
saw  its  funds  under  manage- 
ment rocket  to  over  £i  billion 
during  the  year,  enjoyed  a 17 
per  cent  Improvement 
“Jupiter  Income  had  a very 
good  performance  during 
1996,  which  carried  on  into 
1997,  even  though  the  size  of 
the  fund  has  grown  remark- 
ably- It  continues  a fairly  safe 
bet"  said  Mr  Miles. 


One  of  the  high-fliers  of 
1996,  helped  by  its 


w#1996,  helped  by  its 
blockbuster  acquisition  of 
Forte  that  year,  Granada 
has  had  a rather  low-key 
1997  by  comparison.  The 
hotels,  rentals,  motorway 
services  and  media  group 
has  spent  much  of  the  year 
bedding  down  the  Forte 
businesses,  selling  off 
under-performing  assets, 
although  the  management 
team  of  Gerry  Robinson 
and  Charles  Allen  still  had 
enough  time  to  snap  up 


rival  ITV  operator  York- 
shire Tyne-Tees. 

However,  dogged  by  fears 
that  Messrs  Robinson  and 
Allen  have  over-reached 
themselves,  Granada's 
shares  have  not  been  a 
sparkling  success  this  year 
and  have  underperformed 
the  market  by  some  way. 

But  Dominic  Walsh,  wbo 
bas  joined  the  Times  since 
tipping  Granada  shares  last 
year,  remains  unrepentant 
about  his  choice. 

He  admitted:  “I  don’t 
think  I’ve  helped  the  shares 
by  some  of  the  things  I've 
written  this  year.  Doubts 
over  Granada’s  hotels 
strategy  emerged  early  in 
the  year,  while  advertising 
revenues  from  the  ITV 
businesses  also  came  under 
pressure  — that  double- 
edged  sword  rather  cut  me 
down  and  the  Gerry  *n* 
Charles  show  didn't  quite 
roll  on  as  hoped. 

“That  said,  I still  think 
Granada  are  reasonably 
well-set  for  the  future,  and 
their  last  set  of  results 
proved  most  of  the  detrac- 
tors wrong.  Although  there 
may  be  doubts  over  wheth- 
er the  management  is  com- 
mitted in  the  long  term  to 
brands  like  the  Meridien 
hotel  chain,  the  company  is 
still  going  in  the  right  di- 
rection.” 


I Christmas  selection  last 
year,  MMS  Petroleum  — a 
stock  loved  by  rogue  fond- 
manager  Peter  Young  — lost 
40  per  cent  of  its  value  in  1997. 
despite  eqioying  a spectacu- 
lar run  of  some  weeks  alter 
being  tipped  In  these  pages. 

Slock  market  correspon- 
dent Paul  Murphy  argued  last 
year  that  the  Irish-registered 
oil  and  gas  exploration  com- 
pany's shares  were  only  in 
the  doldrums  because  of  the 
Peter  Young  affair.  He 
pointed  out  both  the  quality 
or  its  management  and  the 
hopes  for  MMS’  exploration 
prospects,  many  of  which  are 
in  eastern  Europe. 

Since  then,  there  has  been 
little  to  report,  and  with  most 
eyes  in  the  oil  sector  concen- 
trated on  the  big  boys,  the 
company's  shares  have  failed 
to  make  headway. 

Despite  this,  Murphy 
remains  unabashed,  although 
he  admits  the  shares  have 
been  “severely 

disappointing". 

He  added:  "The  reason 
MMS  hasn’t  performed  Is  that 
the  management,  a conserva- 
tive lot  who  used  to  work  at 
Ultramar,  have  failed  to  do 
any  sort  of  deal  Nothing's 
happened  with  the  company 
— its  prospects  are  still  in  the 
ground;  there's  been  no  pro- 
duction at  all  yet  The  com- 
pany have  tried  other  deals 
but  failed.  They  ran  into  prob- 
lems with  one  possible  deal, 
so  there’s  still  loads  of  cash  in 
the  balance  sheet,  worth 
around  40p  a share — it’s  like 
buying  cheap  money. 

“Morgan  Grenfell  still  have 
their  stake,  but  in  the  mean- 
time, MMS  is  suffering  from  a 
lack  of  interest” 

So,  there  you  have  it  — this 
is  how  last  year's  share  tips 
from  the  Guardian's  City 
team  fared.  Read  this  page 
□ext  week  to  find  out  our 
selections  for  1998. 
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Fat  is  a financial  issue 


Obesity  has  become 
a life-threatening 
disease,  and  despite 
the  profits  to  be  made 
on  slimming  products 
there’s  still  little  sign  of 
a miracle  cure,  says 
LISA  BUCKINGHAM 


AS  THE  mid* 
night  chimes 
ring  out  next 

Wednesday 
□early  a third 
of  all  adults  in 
this  country 
will  resolve  — many  of  them 
for  the  umpteenth  time  — 
that  they  really  will  lose  some 
weight  in  the  New  Year. 

Along  with  giving  up  smok- 
ing. going  on  a diet  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  resolutions. 

But  the  long-term  success 
rate  for  would-be  abstainers 
is  demoralising.  The  cost  to 
Britain’s  healthcare  budget  is 
equally  dispiriting,  with  each 
group  accounting  fbr  3-8  per 
cent  of  total  spend.  That  is 
about  the  amount  allocated  to 
cancer  treatments  or  to  the 
global  killer.  Aids. 

“The  effects  of  obesity  are 
comparable  with  those  of 
smoking,  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  beginning  to  wake 
up  to  the  fact  that  being  over- 
weight is  the  most  chronic 
body  disease,"  said  Dr  Paul 
Conley  of  the  Wilkerson 
Group,  a healthcare  and  phar- 
maceuticals consultancy. 

No  wonder  drugs  and  food 
firms  are  going  hell  for 
leather  to  develop  something 
that  the  nation’s  millions  of 
fatties  will  be  able  to  regard 
as  a wonder  cure. 

They  are  cashing  in  on  a 
distinct  change  in  attitude 
towards  being  overweight 
Superficially,  it  seems  as  if 
most  people  care  far  too  much 
about  what  size  they  are,  and 
those  who  are  concerned  are 
already  slimming  themselves 
to  the  point  of  extinction. 

Women’s  groups  have  also 
campaigned  furiously  against 
pressure  applied  by  the  ad- 
vertising industry  to  conform 
with  Images  presented  by  per- 
fect size  10  models. 

Underpinning  these  percep- 
tions is  the  notion  that  our 
bod)-  si2o  is  something  over 
which,  albeit  reluctantly,  we 
have  control  — all  that  ts 
needed  to  shed  unwanted 
pounds  is  a little  willpower. 

A recent  article  in  the  medi- 
cal journal,  the  Lancet,  writ- 
ten by  Per  BJomtorp  of  the 
University  of  Gothenburg, 
began:  "Obesity  is  a disease 
that  is  neglected  — indeed, 
frequently  it  ts  not  thought  of 
as  a disease  but  as  a self-in- 
flicted condition,  easily  pre- 
vented and  cured  by  self-con- 
trol and  determination." 

The  repercussions  of  being 
clinically  obese  are  so  severe 
that  the  medical  profession  is 
looking  at  the  Issue  anew. 
Conditions  such  as  diabetes, 
high  blood-pressure  and  heart 
disease  increase  exponen- 
tially with  the  rise  in  body 
fat.  as  do  other  less  obvious 
illnesses,  such  as  cancer. 


About  one  in  three  people  is 
regarded  as  overweight,  with 
roughly  half  that  number 
classed  as  rfinifally  obese.  Dr 
Conley  says  this  is  largely  be- 
cause the  proportion  of  fat  in 
diets  is  rising;  fat  is  high  in 
calories  but  is  dense,  and 
therefore  less  likely  to  fill  up 
the  stomach  quickly. 

After  the  second  world  war 
less  well-off  people  simply 
could  not  afford  to  be  fat. 
Now,  experts  say,  obesity  is  a 
problem  of  the  lower  social , 
ria.«wpR  — the  so-called  “ham- 
burger and  chips  brigade”. 

But  it  is  often  these  people 
who  are  less  knowledgeable 
about  diet  and  excerclse,  and 
so  will  be  lured  Into  buying 
eye-catching  and  expensive 
“slimming"  products. 

“Doctors  are  beginning  to 
look  at  coupling  diet  with 
some  of  the  newer  drugs.  But 
if  you  are  overweight  there  is  I 
no  magic  about  it  — you  are  j 
simply  eating  more  in  terms  j 
of  calories  than  you  are  ex-  i 
pending  in  terms  of  excer- ! 
else.”  said  one  GP. 

Dr  Conley  added:  “It  is  a 
huge  market  because  people 
want  an  easy  cure.  But  If  they 
start  taking  a dimming  drug, 
they  could  be  taking  it  for 
years.  The  dilemma  for  the 
drugs  industry  is  whether  to 
aim  for  the  seriously  obese  or 
go  for  the  mass  market  of 
slightly  less  fat  people.” 

But  the  history  of  miracle 
cures  Is  chequered,  and  there 
is  little  to  indicate  their  reli- 
ability is  improving.  Two  new 
fat-busting  drugs  were  with- 
drawn in  the  autumn  by  Ser- 
vier  after  the  US  Food  and 
Drug  Administration 
received  reports  suggesting 
they  might  damage  the  heart 
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Weighing  in  for  ’98 . . . Firms  are  eager  to  exploit  resolutions  to  diet  but  are  unsure  whether  to  target  the  masses  who  need  it  or  the  moneyed  few  who  don’t  photograph:  oavid  silutoe 


They  bad  been  the  first 
slimming  drugs  approved  by 
the  FDA  for  23  years,  and  had 
been  expected  to  generate 
sales  of  about  $1  billion 
(£600  million)  a year. 

The  FDA  — which  has  tra- 
ditionally been  resistant  to 
dnjgs  that  need  to  be  taken 
virtually  indefinitely  — has 
indicated  it  regards  obesity  as 
a severe  health  problem,  and 
so  would  listen  with  an  open 
ear  to  new  applicants. 

Aware  of  this  recent 
change,  pharmaceutical 
groups  Roche  and  BASF  are 
dusting  down  their  own  sum- 
ming drugs.  The  BASF  com- 
pound is  based  on  an  anti-de- 
pressant developed  by  Boots 


Food  for  thought 


/T  LOOKS  like  a slimmer’s  dream  come  true:  eat  what  you 
want  and  yet  lose  weight  Next  week.  January  8,  sees  the 
launch  of  the  latest  attempt  to  capture  a slice  of  the  lucrative 
slimming  market  when  the  British  bio-tech  company.  Scotia, 
launches  its  Ileal  Brake  yoghurt 
It  does  not  sound  like  the  sort  of  thing  you  would  want  to 
down  at  breakfast,  but  Scotia  is  planning  to  reveal  the  results 
uf  clinical  trials  whicii  suggest  Heal  Brake  has  a significant 
impact  in  cutting  down  the  desireforfood. 

The  product,  says  the  company,  quickly  and  strongly 
activates  the  sensors  in  the  small  intestine  which  normally 
send  a signal  to  the  brain  when  enough  food  has  been  eaten. 

The  eater  experiences  an  early  feeling  qf fullness,  and  so  is 
able  to  cut  down  on  caloric  consumption  voluntarily. 

Theimpactof Ileal  Break’s  effects,  say  Scotia’s  trials,  lasts 
for  between  three  and  six  hours,  and  may  also  reduce jbod 
intake  at  the  following  mail. 

Scotia  says  that  its  new  product  am  be  added  to  a range  of 
foods  or  taken  on  its  own  at  the  beginning  of  a meal  in  order  to 
encourage  a reduced  intake. 

It  is  less  clear,  however,  whether  dieters  would  have  to 
include  Heal  Brake  as  a permanent  part  of  their  diet  or 
whether  they  would  be  able  gradually  to  educate  their  own 

bodies  to  expect  less  food. 


i which  has  strong  appetite- 
suppressant  effects,  rather 
like  those  »nVg<i  to  the  house- 
wife's Mend,  Prceac. 

Partly  because  of  the  popu- 
| latlon’s  affluence  and  bigger 
average  body  size,  but  partly 
because  of  its  medical  system, 
the  US  will  always  be  the 
most  promising  market  for 
weight-loss  products.  Just 
look  at  the  sympathetic 
reception  given  to  Sarah  Fer- 
guson, the  Duchess  of  York, 
when  she  became  Weight 
Watchers’  patron. 

In  Britain,  where  the  aver- 
age weight  has  risen  by  one 
kilogram  in  the  past  decade  1 
and  where  a national  diet 
could  cut  £1  billion  a year  off 
health  service  costs,  doctors 
are  paid  a yearly  per  capita 
See.  This  means  they  will  not 
welcome  seeing  patients  for  I 
regular  weigh-ins  or  to  keep  a j 
close  eye  on  the  use  of  drugs.  | 

But  in  the  US.  doctors  are 
paid  by  the  visit  and  are 
happy  for  overweight  patients 
to  pop  in  every  few  days  so 
that  slimming  treatments  can 
be  closely  monitored. 


UT  while 
drugs  are  ex- 
periencing a 
rough  ride, 
other  slim- 
ming prod- 
ucts, such  as 
1 law  calorie  drinks,  vitamin- 
charged.  milks,  weight-loss 
magazines,  gyms  and  the 
health  pages  of  national  news- 
i papers,  are  notching  up  a 
boom.  They  captured  ap- 
1 preaching  $35  bHUon  trading 
in  the  US  alone  last  year. 

Such  figures  are  hard  to 
come  by.  because  retailers 
, regard  sales  as  commercially 


sensitive,  but  revenues  do 
tend  to  surge  as  New  Year 
resolutions  are  employed  to 
tackle  the  overindulgence  of 
the  Christmas  period.  The 
growing  value  of  diet-  and 
health-conscious  brands  Is 
reflected  in  the  rumours  that 
Heinz  may  try  to  sell  its 
Weight  Watchers  brand. 

But  one  inconsistency  In 
the  diet  Industry  is  that  so 
much  advertising  is  aimed  at 
the  “wrong"  type  of  people  — 
the  already  health  and  fit- 
ness-aware middle  classes 
who  may  spend  a lot  but 
whose  weight  loss  will  make 
no  difference  to  the  overall 
health  of  the  nation. 

John  Wilding,  writing  in 
the  Clinical  Review,  de- 
scribed obesity  as  “an  epi- 
demic”. And  it  is  one  which 
promises  fortunes  for  those 
supplying  any  reasonably 

successful  product 

But  such  success  will  to 
some  degree  exploit  the  selec- 
tive memory  of  many  over- 
weight people  who,  in  trial 
after  trial,  substantially 
underestimate  what  they  eat 
It  will  also  capitalise  on  our 
lack  of  time  and  energy  — 
high-fat  foods  and  driving 
home  from  work  rather  than 
a brisk  walk  followed  by  a 
plate  of  cabbage. 

“Everyone  knows  that 
people  have  to  be  educated  to 
nhnngp  their  diet  end  eating 
lifestyle,”  said  Dr  Conley, 
who  admits  that  only  a tiny 
proportion  of  people  have  a 
glandular  problem  which 
might  affect  their  weight 

He  concludes:  “The  slim- 
ming Industry  Is  very  power- 
ful. And  It  Is  certainly  not  in- 
terested In  people  eating  well 
and  staying  thin." 
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Solution  No.  8628 


Across 

5 Work  together  (2-7) 

8 Worry  (4) 

9 In  toe  sky  or  on  the  roof? 

(8) 

10  Physical  damage  (6) 
tt  Stand-in  (6) 

13  It  expands  In  a car  crash 
(3-5) 

15  Faith  — honour — finan- 
cial plus  (6) 

18  Disaster  In  nuclear  reactor 
(8) 

18  Express  sorrow  or  reBef  (4) 

19  Measure  of  obesity?  (8) 


C 


18  Game  bird  (6) 

15  Light  (is  the  game  worth 
K?)C6)  . 

17  Snare  (4) 


Memories  - - 

Rentier  - 

talent?^:/1 


Down 

1 Diminutive  fairytale  hero 
0.5) 

2 Eerie  (6) 

3 Close  and  trusted 
acquaintance  (6) 

4 Craving  (4) 

6 Cromweirs  soldiers  (9) 

7 Gamebird (9) 

12  Game  bird  (8) 
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Nothing  is  proven  to 
work  better  for  headaches 
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Jael 

Memories  — of  a bloody  biblical 
execution,  a schoolgirl  accident,  a 
talent  for  invention  — disturb 
a woman  under  pressure,  in  this 
original  short  story  by  AS  Byatt 
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I remember  very  dearly  Mrs 
Hodges  said  “What  a lovely 
colour,  Jess,"  and  I spread  it 
farther  and  further  across 
the  page  of  the  scripture 
book.  If  you  got  five  “A  s in  a 
rowL  you  got  sent  to  the  head- 
mistress to  be  congratulated.  and 
I hod  got  as  far  as  four,  though 
none  of  os  thought  S«*pture 
counted,  compared  to  English,  or 
History  or  Science.  It was 
rttoun  it  vras  a 

and  I spread  it  and  spread  it,  au  j 

**  <*.  1 
about  24  colours.  lndudi£SSyJ® 

S-SSE^r 

^fiXdoverherfaej^c^; 

— wrsu  ss 

ot  blood  stemming  oat 
Stet  tarn  8 sheet  or  a 

»fIW“f:£X°Ulinlt  I asked 

odd  tate-  1 vrrivienk  there  is  any 
Nor  do » 

reason that 
UiK  morcjhan  f^  °j^instance, 
exercise  hook.  I amt- ™ fovr  “A"s 

remember  n,r 

£5  Sfi  ■* 

“fsarSSWwtt  *• 


py»^a»  Mrs  Hodges,  who  was  not 
religious,  she  was  a history 
teacher  doing  her  stint  at  Scrip- 
ture, as  most  of  them  did.  Scrip- 
ture didn’t  have  important 
teachers,  either  and  got  shared  out 
as  a chore. 

She  was  unusual,  in  those  days 
(the  early  1850s)  tor  being  married. 
She  had  a lot  of  long  curiy  dark 

hair,  and  red  lips,  and  wickedly 
pointed  very  high  heels,  on  which 
She  clipped  along  between  our 
desks.  Youngish,  for  a teacher  at 
that  good,  awrient  establishment 
for  girts.  Not  a good  teacher  yon 
remember  those.  I am  quite  sure, 
though  I don't  remember  a word 
she  did  say;  that  she  gave  us  no 
explanation  of  why  we  had  to 
SSyand  illustrate  that  peculiar 
disagreeable  and  morally  equivo- 
cal Story 

Anyway  for  some  good  rMSon. 
the  experience  of  making  that  pool 
of  red  with  my  good  penal  oa  the 
bad  paper  has  stayed  with  me.  J 
was  telling  toe  cameraman  In  the 
studio  to  Brussels  about  it,  over 
lunch.  We  were  talking  about  how 

your  past  life  te  m^ppedtwows^ 

nrtth  significant  thing*  that  of 

course  you  remembeR  births,  mar- 
deaths,  journeys,  successes 

SifSilures,  and  to«m  toe  CTtfaar 

wirt.  the  curiously  bright- 

Scored.  detailed  EoinUgs 
moments  that  won't  go  away  HeJ 

ssSSrffBre 

Si  and  bright  and 
^Stoattons  to  manuscripts. 


We  discussed  the  horrible  story 
and  he  was  very  struck  by  it  (He 
had  a completely  religion-free 
upbringing,  I don't  think  he  even 
opened  a Bible  to  his  life.)  I said, 
and  rm  sure  I'm  right,  that  I didn’t 
think  i was  remembering  it  for  its 
shocking  morals,  I said  I was  sure  I 
was  remembering  it  because  of  the 
excitement  rd  felt  over  spreading 
more  and  more  of  that  red  over  the 
paper  Lite  the  blown-up  and  up 
shot  we  used  in  the  Spanaranja 
commercial,  all  those  glistening 
exploding  sacs  lying  together  in  a 
segment  of  a blood  orange.  You 
didn't  get  much  intense  sensuous 
excitement  at  Armadale  High 
School,  GPDST 

Anyway  that  caused  me  to  think, 
not  for  toe  first  time,  about  Jael  and 
Sisera.  rm  sure  all  those  scripture 
stories  we  did  at  toe  ages  of  nine 
and  10  are  the  reason  I told  religion 
not  only  incredible,  but  disgusting 
and  dangerous.  At  that  stage, 

you're  already  doing  bits  of  Shake- 
speare, m least  at  toe  kind  of  segre- 
gated high-imwered  school  I was  at, 
and  even  if  you  say  or  believe, 
you're  bored  or  indifferent,  there 
are  all  those  passionate  people,  all 
those  complicated  motives,  all  that 
stogtog  language,  all  the  powee  and 
later,  you  know  it  changed  you  for- 
ever But  toe  Scriptures  were  both 
dead  and  nasty  And  aB  we  did  was 
jBustrate  them,  frame  by  frame,  toe 
Coat  of  Many  Colours,  the  Manna 
in  the  Wilderness,  toe  Plagues,  Jael 
and  Sisera. 

Explaining  it  to  Jed,  bur  cam- 
eraman, I said,  it’s  not  even  a story 
about  treachery  or  loyalty  I told  it 


him  from  memory  as  it  «*mi»  tot0 
my  head  whenever  I saw  that  red 
sheet.  It  happens  in  toe  book  of 
Judges,  when  toe  Judge,  unusually 
is  a woman.  Deborah.  (No,  we  were 
not  offered  her  as  a role-model  for 
leadership  qualities.  rm  not  sure 
toe  concept  existed  to  toe  1950s.  If 
it  did.  she  wasn't  it.  more  likely 
Florence  Nightingale  or  Elizabeth 
Fry)  The  Israelites  as  usual  had 
done  evil  to  the  sight  of  toe  Lord 
who  Sold  them  intn  the  hanrig  of 
Jab'm  King  of  Canaan,  whose  cap- 
tain, Sisera,  mightily  oppressed 
them  with  900  chariots  of  iron  for 
20  years.  Then  Deborah  traps  Sis- 
era to  toe  river  of  Kishon. 

The  Bible  says  “The  Lord  dis- 
comfited Sisera  and  all  his  chari- 
ots, and  all  his  host,  with  toe  edge 
of  the  sword.”  The  Lord  did  Ms 
own  killing  at  that  point  of  toe 
Bible,  but  Deborah  organised  ft. 

Sisera  got  out  of  his  chariot,  and 
fled  away  on  his  feet,  and  came  to 
the  tent  of  Jael,  toe  wife  of  Heber 
toe  Kenite,  who  was  at  peace  with 
Sisera’s  King  Jabin.  And  Jael  said 
to  Sisera.  “Turn  to  my  lord,  turn 
to  to  me;  fear  not”  And  he  went  in, 
and  when  he  asked  for  water;  she 
opened  a bottle  of  milk,  and  cov- 
ered him,  and  invited  him  to  rest 
And  he  asked  her  to  stand  to  toe 
door  of  toe  tent,  and  say  no  man 
had  come  that  way  The  next  bit  1 
have  always  known  by  heart 

“Then  Jael,  Heber’s  wife,  took  a 
nail  of  toe  tent,  and  took  an  ham- 
mer to  her  hand,  and  went  softly 
unto  him,  and  smote  the  naf]  into 
his  temples,  and  fastened  it  into 
the  ground:  for  he  was  tost  asleep 
and  weary  So  he  died.” 

Now  I think  about  it,  it's  a story 
about  the  breaking  of  all  the  prim- 
itive laws  of  hospitality  and  kind- 
ness, laws  we  learn  even  from 
fitoystaries.  Jael  was  not  Sisera’s 
enemy;  him  and  gratu- 

itously betrayed  him.  The  next 
chapter  of  the  Bible  (Judges  9 is 
Deborah’s  song  of  triumph.  It  Is 
frill  of  aTTwrerng  rhythms,  to  toe 
King  James  Bible.  It  is  a nasty 
piece  of  work.  Listen. 

“Blessed  above  women  shall 
Jael  the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite 
be,  blessed  shall  she  be  above 
women  in  toe  tent. 

“He  asked  water;  and  toe  gave 
him  milk:  she  brought  forth  butter 
in  a lordly  dish. 

“She  put  her  hand  to  toe  nail, 
and  her  right  hand  to  the  worfc- 
! man's  hammer;  and  with  the  ham- 
j mer  she  smote  Sisera.  she  smote 
j off  his  head,  when  ghe  had  pierced 
| and  stricken  through  his  temples. 

“At  her  feet  he  bowed,  he  fell,  he 
lay  down;  at  her  feet  he  bowed,  be 
fell:  where  be  bowed,  there  he  Ml 
downdead- 

“The  mother  of  Sisera  looked 
out  at  a window  and  cried  through 
toe  lattice,  why  is  his  chariot  so 
long  to  coming?  Why  tarry  toe 
-wheels  of  his  chariots?  I 


“Her  wise  ladies  answered  hen 
yea,  she  returned  answer  to  hersel£ 

“Have  they  not  sped?  Have  they 
not  divided  the  prey;  to  every  man 
a damsel  or  two;  to  Sisera  a prey  of 
divers  colours,  a prey  of  diverse 
colours  of  needlework  on  both 
sides,  meet  for  toe  necks  of  them 
that  take  the  spoil? 

“So  let  an  thine  enemies  perish, 
OLord." 

I love  the  rhythms  of  that  I love 
to  think  of  those  17th-century 
bishops,  to  a world  where  bishops 
were  regularly  burned  for  believ- 
ing, or  not  believing  things,  mak- 
ing those  rhythms.  “At  her  feet  be 
bowed,  he  fell,  he  lay  down;  at  her 
feet  he  bowed,  he  fell;  where  he 
bowed  there  he  fen  down  dead.” 

1 don’t  know  what  Hebrew 
rhythm  they  were  echoing,  but  the 
English  is  done  with  heavy  memo- 
syllables.  strokes  of  the  hummer, 

strokes  of  toe  axe.  and  yet  it  flows, 
too.  AH  those  rhythms  and  phrases 
are  vanishing  from  our  world.  My 
mother;  every  time  she  opened  the 
fridge,  would  say;  “Here  is  toe  but- 
ter in  a lordly  dish”  and  when  I 
found  it  in  the  Bible;  it  was  a piece  1 
fitting  into  a cultural  jigsaw  It  is  a , 
long  time  ago.  The  fridge  was  our  ! 
first,  and  very  new.  to  the  wan  our  | 
mffk  and  butter  were  in  earthen- 
ware pots  under  wet  muslin  veils, 
weighted  with  little  heavy  day 
beads,  red  andblue. 

When  I did  toe  Grenadine  com- 
mercial. I made  a red-Sflk  tent  that 
made  great  pools  of  red  light  on  a 
glittery  sandy  floor  The  politically 
incorrect  desert  warrior  poured 
the  crimson  juice  from  a kind  erf 
Venetian  claret  jug.  There  was  a 
lordly  dish  on  a low  table,  with  a 
great  swirling  pyramid  of  some- 
thing creamy  that  caught  the  pink 

light.  Lara  who  is  my  assistant 

director  and  wants  my  job.  says 
you  can't  mate  images  like  that 
any  more.  People  have  the  wrong 
associations  to  desert  warriors 
and  captive  pale  maidens. 

She  just  looked  blank  when  I 
told  her  that  I'd  also  been  playing 
with  the  image  of  Persephone,  eat- 


Then  Jael 
took  an 
hammer . . . 
and  smote  the 
nail  into  his 
temples,  and 
fastened  it 
into  the 
ground . . . 


tog  pomegranate  seeds  in  the 
underworld,  with  dusky-skinned 
gloomy  Dis.  I had  a lovely  {date  of 
toe  seeds,  too,  another  richer;  if 
less  lordly  dish,  next  to  the  buttery 
stuff;  little  bits  of  pink  jelly  glis- 
tening. Z shouldn’t  have  told  her 
about  Persephone;  it  convinced 
her  even  more  that  I’m  passe,  to 
need  of  replacement,  encumbered 
with  dead  cultural  baggage. 

I might  have  done  better  to  tell 
her  about  my  other  idea,  about 
hand  grenades  being  called 
grenades,  like  Grenadine,  because 
they  resemble  pomegranates,  to 
shape,  and  in  being  toll  of  explo- 
sive seeds.  What  a delicious 
metaphor;  sheets  of  red  juice, 
explosions  of  extreme  sensuality 
sheets  of  red  blood.  Attached  to 
nothing  it’s  just  toe  quirky  way 
my  mind  works. 

I got  a First  at  Cambridge,  writ- 
ing Empsonian  essays  unpacking 
complicated  multiple  metaphors. 
Unpacking’s  a more  modern  word, 
we  didn't  use  it  then,  you  could 
make  a film  where  you  opened  a . 
velvet  ball  and  floods  of  red  silk 
and  light  fmed  the  screen  — what 
would  you  use  that  for?  It’s  odd  to  , 
be  a pointless  poet  who  doesn't  ' 
make  pnema,  only  commercials  for  | 
fruit  drinks.  I enjoy  it  It’s  never 
dun.  Lately  ft's  become  a bit  fright-  i 
ening  [ 


Anyway  JaeL  Why  do  I 
remember  Jael? 
Metaphors.  I do  know 
— I have  always 
known  — that  I felt  a 
feint  click  of  symme- 
try as  I drove  the  point  of  my  pen- 
cil into  the  paper  Pencil,  peg. 
Another  detached  image,  like  toe 
grenade.  Pointed.  Pointless.  I do 
also  know  that  whenever  I remem- 
ber that  patch  of  fierce  colour;  like 
an  after-image,  a kind  of  dreadful 
murky  coloui;  a yellow-khaki-mus- 
tard-tftidt  colour;  that  is  the  colour 
of  the  days  of  our  boredom.  For  we 
were  not  unhappy  girls,  we  were 
cared-for;  nice,  clever  girts,  and  we 
were  bored. 

It's  quite  hard  to  flunk  back  to 
that  time.  All  the  buildings  were 
toe  same  colours,  green  and 
cream.  We  wore  milk-ch ocolate- 
coloured  gymslips  over  khaki- 
coloured  shirts,  with  what  was 
then  amiably  called  nigger-brown 
ties.  1 do  not  believe  any  of  us 
thought  of  toe  nasty  meaning  of 
those  words,  nigger-brown,  we  just 
recognised  the  colour: 

Ignorance,  innocence,  boredom. 
It’s  strange  how  1 hesitate,  out  erf 
fean  to  write  down  toe  true  feet 
that  we  used  that  word,  to  that 
unloaded  way  It’s  so  long  ago,  we 
fitmu  be  Judged  without  being 
imagined.  All  toe  excitement  of 
life  was  to  books-  Jane  Eyre,  with 
her  burning  bed-curtains,  or  being 
punished  to  the  Red  Room  (Tve 
made  films  with  both  those 


tLLUSTRATlQN  BY  CHRISTOPHER  SHARROCK 


images,  fire  insurance  and  chil- 
dren's furniture).  Ivanhoe  charg- 
ing, Robin  Hood  in  toe  dappled 
green  light  with  his  bow,  escaping 
across  the  breaking  ice,  wolves 
and  narwhals,  volcanoes  and  tidal 
waves,  excitement  was  all  In 
books,  none  of  it,  nothing  at  all, 
seeped  out  into  life. 

We  were  toe  pre-television  age. 
and  we  cannot  — that  is,  the 
absolute  quality  of  our  boredom 
cannot — be  imagined  by  those  who 
grew  up  with  the  magic  lantern,  the 
window  on  the  world,  the  Pandora’s 
box  peopling  the  world  with  temp- 
tations and  emotions  and  knowl- 
edge and  other  places  and  people  in 
toe  corner  of  the  lounge/sitting 
room/ front  room. 

I know  young  people  now  have  a 
worked -up  nostalgia  for  an  imagi- 
nary time  when  families  commu- 
nicated, people  made  things, 
played  games  instead  of  passively 
watching.  Now  and  then  we  did.  I 
remember  the  physical  pleasure 
of  frenzied  playground  skipping. 
I remember  toe  passionate  life 
with  which  1 invested  a collection 
of  lead  ponies.  But  mostly  — 
apart  from  books  — I remember 
this  smeared,  fuggy  limited 
light  of  boredom,  where  you 
couldn’t  see  very  much  or  very 
far,  anrf  the  horizon  was  unimag- 
inable. 

Homan  beings  are  human 
beings,  Lara  and  toe  cameraman 
might  say  You  must  have  had  loves 
and  hatreds,  friends  and  enemies, 
then,  as  now  We  did  have  gangs. 
We  had  two  gangs,  to  our  class,  to 
be  precise.  They  were  called, 
unimaginatively  after  their  “lead- 
ers". One  was  Wendy's  gang,  and 
one  was  Rachel’s  gang. 

Wendy’s  gang  was  bigger; 
because  Wendy  was  toe  most  popu- 
lar girt  to  the  ciaofi,  which  was  sur- 
prising. perhaps,  since  she  was 
also  both  the  cleverest  girl  and  the 
best  at  sports,  more  or  less.  She 
came  top  in  English,  and  top  to 
nrnths  (and  top  in  Scripture,  as  fer 
as  I can  remember — Scripture,  as 
I said,  didn’t  count)  She  won 
races,  particularly  long-distance 
ones,  particularly  toe  junior 
school  cross-country  run. 

Wendy  was  good-looking  to  a 
completely  inoffensive,  unexcep- 
tionable away  She  had  honey- 
blonde  hair,  blue  eyes,  a broad 
brow  a wide  mouth.  She  was  tall, 
but  not  too  tall,  she  was  developing 
into  a woman,  but  not  awkwardly 
She  was  a nice  girt  It  wasn't  fair 
that  slip  should  have  everything, 
and  be  niw»  with  it,  but  that  was 
how  it  was.  She  was  the  person  in 
the  pandito  of  the  talents  who  was 
given  io  talents  and  industriously 
made  another  10  talents.  (Did  I see 
myself  as  the  servant  with  toe  one 
talent  who  hid  it  to  the  earth  in 
case  it  got  stolen?) 

Rachel  was  dark,  and  sinewy, 
good  too  at  games  but  nottpaa*  iv 
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Talking  on  the 
homophone 


IAN  MAYES 
OPEN 
DOOR 


complete  with  date  and  page 
references.  He  wffl  be  keeping 
up  the  good  work  intbeNew 


THIS  COLUMN  is.  of 

course,  written  for  read- 
ers of  the  Guardian,  but 
since  what  follows  is,  for  Jour- 
nalists, a little  humbling  per- 
haps I may  be  forgiven  for 
reminding  my  colleagues  at  the 
outset  of  the  words  of  Profes- 
sor Plumb  (England  In  The 
Eighteenth  Century).  “Noth- 
ing," he  tells  us,  “blights  the 
creative  spirit  so  much  as  fear 
of  a solecism." 

It  Is  now  nearly  two  months 
since  I took  up  the  job  of  Read- 
ers' Editor,  monitoring  the 
errors  of  our  ways  in  a dally 
corrections  and  clarifications 
column,  and  reporting  and 
commenting  on  the  concerns 
of  readers  in  this  space  every 
Saturday  In  that  time  only 
two  readers  have  written 
aghast  at  the  number  of  cor- 
rections we  have  printed  and 
to  express  the  fear  that  the 
effect  of  their  publication 
might  be  to  inhibit  the  jour- 
nalists. One.  a former  journal- 
ist himself  felt  the 
corrections  column  might 
even  work  to  undermine  the 
journalistic  integrity  of  the 
paper. 

There  is  no  evidence  that 
either  erf  these  things  is  hap- 
pening. The  journalists  will  do 
as  I did  a couple  of  weeks  ago 
when  two  readers  wrote  to 
point  out  that  in  this  column  I 
had  used  “affect"  instead  of 
“effect” — kick  themselves  and 
carry  on,  their  creative  spirit 
unblighted. 

Which  brings  me  to  Mr 
Benedict  Nixon,  a retired  com- 
puter scientist,  who,  prompted 
by  our  recent  admission  of 
confusion  over  “pedal"  and 
“peddle”,  has  written  to  reveal 
that  he  bas  been  keeping  a 
record  of  howlers  of  this  kind 
“since  the  introduction  of  new 
technology ...  led  to  the  disap- 
pearance of  Grauniad-type 
errors.  Direct  keyboarding 
seems  however  to  have  led  to 
the  replacement  erf  these  with 
illiteracies  of  the  ‘pedal/ped- 
dle'  type." 

He  writes:  “lam  concerned 
about  what  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  creeping  deliquescence  of 
literary  English  by  way  of  illit- 
erate confusion  erf  nearhomo- 
phonesnThe  Guardian  is  by  no  - 
means'  the  only  culprit;  the 
decay  of  the  profession  of  pub- 
lisher's reader  (and.  I must 
sopposa  of  that  of  newspaper 
proofreader)  has  given  rise  to  - • 
ah  epidemic  of  such  howlers 
throughout  the  world  of  books 
and  Journals  as  well  as  that  of 
newspapers  (though,  interest- 
ingly; the  Guardian's  sister 
paper  the  Observer  is  almost 
free  oT  them)." 

A homophone,  by  the  way  is 
a word  pronounced  the  same  as 
another  but  differing  in  mean- 
ing. Mr  Nixon  has  logged  sev- 
eral hundred  of  these,  with 
misspellings  of  a similar  ilk, 


Jael 


4 pmgm  13  at  all  In  Wendy's  class 
as  an  academic  high -flyer  Rachel 
had  deep-set  brown  eyes,  and 
straight  black  plaits,  and  long  One 
hands,  and  an  indefinable  sexi- 
ness, nothing  to  do  with  puberty 

It  was  Wendy  who  had  the  begin- 
nings of  breasts.  Rachel  was  thin 
and  wiry  Wendy  was  going  to  pass 
the  eleven -plus  into  the  senior 
school  with  no  problem,  whereas 
Rachel's  future  was  uncertain,  and 
she  showed  a mild  sulky  rebel- 
liousness to  the  teachers.  I should 
think  Rachel's  gang  was  about  a 
third  the  size  of  Wendy's.  The  girls 
In  it  were  naughtier,  less  con- 
formist. In  context,  you  must 
understand,  of  our  ail  being  totally 
respectable  nice  girls. 

Wendy’s  gang,  at  playtime,  sot 
around  on  the  low  stone  wall  round 
the  netball  courts  and  Rachel's  gang 
met  In  the  bushes,  in  the  sooty  Vic- 
torian laurel-bushes  near  the  gate 
into  the  school  grounds. 

I  think,  looking  back,  that 
Rachel  bod  leadership  qualities, 
and  that  Wendy  didn't  — she  was 
simply  too  agreeable,  her  gang 
clustered  round  her  because  she 
was  a star  whose  star  quality  was  a 
perfect  normality  Looking  back,  I 
think  you  could  call  It  grace.  She 
did  things  — things  she  was  asked 
to  do,  things  she  was  expected  to 
do.  things  she  mildly  liked  to  do  — 
as  well  as  she  could,  and  was 
briefly  surprised  to  find  that  no 
one  else  could  do  them  anywhere 
near  as  welL  Whereas  Rachel  was 
moody  You  hod  to  be  on  the  right 
side  of  hen  or  she  picked  on  you. 
No.  I can't  remember  any  Instance 

of  her  picking  on  anyone,  nothing 
so  precise  Just  an  atmosphere,  a 
smoke,  of  possible  danger. 

There  was  a fringe  of  girls,  like 
myself,  who  hung  around  the  edges 
of  the  gangs,  not  sure  if  we  were 
admitted  as  members,  or  not 
Because  we  weren’t  sure,  we  were 
also  uncertain  what  the  gangs  did. 
What  was  being  discussed,  in  secret 
whispers,  in  smuggled  notes  in 
Scripture  lessons  in  the  bogs.  We 
thought.  If  we  could  be  in  the  inner 
circle  — both  gangs  had  an  inner 
circle  of  about  four  or  five  acolytes 
and  the  Leader — we  would  be  part 


‘Yes,  here  it  is.  Erica! 

I knew  I'd  make  the — s 
apologise!’ 


H is  the  poficy  of  the  Guaidlan  to 
correct  errors  as  soon  as  possfete. 
Readers  may  contact  the  office  of 
the  Readers' Editor.  Ian  Mayes,  by 
telephoning  0171 2399589 
between  it  am  and  5pm,  Monday 
to  Friday.  Fax:  0171 239  9897. 
E-mail:  readenaguarcnenxo.uk 
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Here,  without  the  refer- 
ences,  is  a sdectioa  of  Bene- 
dict Nixon's  Guardian  Howlers 
for  1997  (correct  Intended  ver- 
sions in  brackets): 

\fexadoiW  (vexatious*  rits 
(writs);  its  (its);  canons  (can- 
non): wimperlngly  (whimper- 
ingly); prophesy  (prophecy); 
wrecklessly  (recklessly); 
hoards  (hordes*  councillor 
(counsellor):  principle  (princi- 
pal}: loathe  (loath/krth);  grizzly 
(grisly);  Air  Chief  Marshall 
(marshal);  back-peddling  (ped- 
alling): forward  (foreword). 

Complimentary  (comple- 
mentary); omniverous  (omniv- 
orous): stethescope 
(stethoscope);  cannister  (canis- 
ter); jefrey  (jelly);  mitigate  (mil- 
itate); bevvy  (bevy * prophesy 
[noun]  (prophecy*  habeas  cor- 
pus (habeas);  puminell  (pum- 
mel): endebtedness 
(indebtedness*  installment 
(instalment). 

Ringing  wet  (wringing  wet); 
marvelous  (marvellous):  col- 
lossus  (colossus);  pouring  over 
(poring*  hampster  (hamster* 
curb  crawler  (kerb*  who’s 
(whose*  weariy  (weaselly); 
hared  (heaved*  libelous  (libel- 
lous); pillow  torque  (talk* 
floatation  (flotation*  scull 
(skull). 

Phevri 

lb  keep  a sense  of  propor- 
tion, this  Is  part  of  a collection 
froma  whole  year  Does  the 

ftTawfian  Tnalro  m/vrumigtfllrpg 
than  its  rivals?  Does  the  vol- 
ume of  corrections  suggest  a 
decline  in  standards,  or  is  it  a 
product  of  the  increased  size  of 
the  paper?  Does  the  number  of 
errors  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  idea  that  the  sense  of 
a report  is  more  important 
than  tfw»1angiiagp  in  ahldi  it  in 

conveyed? 

rn  let  you  know  when  I have 

the  answer  to  any  of  these 
questions. 

Finally  thanks  to  the  vet- 
eran cartoonist  Bill  Sykes,  for 
the  cartoon  reproduced  here 
(with  the  masthead  of  the 
paper  appropriately  altered) 
which  made  its  first  appear- 
ance in  1953.  Something  made 
him  think  you  would  enjoy  it 


HAVE  YOU  : : 
BEEN  PAYING 
ATTENTION 

* 


Saturday  December  27 1997 

celebrity  tftto  yaar-What 
was  Ms  real  name? 

10  What  happened  at 

12.02pm  on  September  fi? 

IlWhattotheMaCwiahey 
Seven?  . _ . ... 


QUIZ  OF  THE  YEAR 

1 WRdeh  ef  the  following  la 
the  odd  one  out  and  why? 

a)  Jerry  Hayes 

fa]  Mere  Merchant 
e)  Robin  Cook 

d)  Ned  Hamilton 

2 Which  Hottywood  cop 
helped  arrest  HeH 
Hamilton’s  political  career? 

a)  Stanley  dKd* 

b)  Hutch  . d)  Cotumbo 

3 Whose  career  burgeoned 

with  the  phrase  “Class 
beMnd  Qfetss”. 

4 “If  we  blow  this  opportu- 
nity we  Mow  our  place  In 
history,  mt  as  simple  as 
that.”  Who  said  It? 

5 What  wasn't  so  much 
Pbn»  Alive  as  nice  If  you  can 
get  It? 

ft  “Speaking  as  the  daugh- 
ter of  a famous  Scowm 
gftM  Who  was? 

7 Whose  rolgn  ended  In 
rain  on  Monday;  June  30? 


family 
b)  IRA  cell 

cj  new  western  mm 
djstptupM* 


became  an  unHkaly 


AWARDS  OF 
[THE  YEAR 


Quiz  answers 

1)  No!  Hamilton.  The  others  were 
all  alleged  to  have  had — or  had 
— much  publicised  affairs. 

2) b — Hutch.  Actor  David  Soul 
helped  his  old  friend  Martin  Ben 
to  success  in  Tatton. 

3)  Swindon's  Melinda 
Messenger,  whose  first 
modelling  job  was  posing  fora 
double-glazing  firm. 

4)  Tony  Blair,  talking  to  his  troops 
a month  before  the  general 


election. 

5)  The  launch  of  Channel  Bve  on 
March  30.  Despite  much  hype.  It 
was  only  avaflable  In  60  per  cent 
of  households. 

6)  Cherie  Blair,  receiving  her 
honorary  degree  in  Liverpool. 

7)  The  British  Empire's  reign  over 
Hong  Kong  ended  wtth  a 
monsoon  which  nearly  washed 
out  the  handing  over  ceremony. 

8)  Daniel  Hooper. 

9)  Scottish  people,  who  voted  for 
their  own  parliament  and  tax 


varying  powers  In  the  devolution 
i referendum. 

1 Clj  The  country  stopped  for  a 
minuted  silence  as  the  coffin  of 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
reached  the  Great  West  Door  of 
Westminster  Abbey. 

1 1)  The  septuptets  bom  to  the 
MaCaughey  family  In  Des 
Moines,  Iowa 

12)  Lone  sailor  Tony  Bullimora 
survived  five  days  In  hts 
capsized  yacht,  Exlde 
ChaHenger. 


1 3)  A fleece  was  shorn  from 
Dolly  the  cloned  sheep,  and  is  to 
be  spun  Into  a jumper  to  raise 
money  tor  cystic  fibrosis. 

14)  The  Queen,  who  talked  In  her 
Christmas  speech  of  the  sorrow 
of  [Sana's  death  and  joy  of  her 
golden  wedding  anniversary. 

15)  b — Bvoh. 

How  You  Rato? 

0-4  IJh  Uh 

5-9  So  So 
9-14  Mmm 
15  Way  Hey 


Loser  of  The  Yean 

“So  right  OK.  We  tost"  John 
Me4or  on  his  election  defeat 

Inadequate  of  - 
The  Years 

“My  cock  fesmaU,  is  small ” 
MohamedAJ  Fayed  revealing  his 
shortcomings  In  a tape  played  in 
Parliament  by  Neil  Hamilton. 

Satirist 
of  The 
Yean 

Nelson  Man- 
dela, who  on 
meeting  the 
Spice  Girls 
fedared  “this 
one  of  the- 
Asst  moments 

Qooae  of The Yean  ■ 

LonraFftzsimons,  MPfor 
Rochdale,  who  was  daft  enough 
to  tail  a reporter  from  the  News 
of  the  World  she  was  “an 
immensely  sexual  person"  who- 
often  looks  at  mate  MPs  and 
thinks  “cor,  I wouldn't  mind  giv- 
ing him  oneT 

Househusband  of  The 
Year: 

Sir  tsrence  Conran,  for  this  trib- 
ute to  his  ex  wffe  CaroRne,  who 
soaked  him  for  a £1 0 million 
divorce  settlement  “The  figure 
is  unbeOevabla  Just  because 
she  cooked  a few  meals  now 
and  again.” 


1 2 What  turned  tWs  man* 

world  upside  down? 

13  Which  Dolly  donated  a 
Jumper  to  charity? 

a)  Draper 
bJParton 

c)  Barbie 

4)  the  ctooed  sheep 

14  Whose  ywwr  was  matted 
by  extremes  of  |oy  and  woe? 

15  What  Is  the  TdetubbW 

catch-phrase? 

a) Hoy-ho 

b)  Eh-oh 

c)  Oh-no 

d)  Oh-’eek 

gabjjejje  Morris 

Answers  below  Themo  of  Ifw  Wank 


I Political  reporter  of 
The  Year: 

Novelist  Will  Self:  “So  (was  . 
smacked  out  on  the  PM  “s  jet — ■ 
big  deal,"  he  said  after  admfttfng 
he  took  heroin  on  a pre-election 
press  tour  wtth  John  Majoc 

Freudian  slip  of  The  - . 
Year: 

Frank  McGettigan,  general 
manager  of  Channel  4,. who 
introduced  Culture  Secretary  “ 
Chris  Smith  to  thefloor  as  “the 
Secretary  of  Straight  far  Media 


Sport  of  The  Yean 

Mike  Tyson  for  biting  a chunk 
out  of  Heavyweight  Boxing 
Champion  Evander  HotyfiekTs.. 
ear  during  their  world  title  bout 

Narcissist  of 
The  Yean 

Ann  Widdecombe:  *T  don’t  wish 
to  set  myseff  up  as  a role  model 
for  girts,  but  1 doth  tok  foeipet  1 , 
am  short  and  fat  and  ugly  Is  very" 
helpful  for  women." 

Art  Critic  of  The  Yean 

Tracey  Emin,  who 
arrived  drunk 
and  incoherent 
for  a televised 
discussion  of  the 
Turner  Prize 
awards.  She 
complained 
she  couldn't 
understand  a 
word  anyone 
said — and  left 
noisfly  whining 
that  she  wanted  her  mum. 
Cabrief  1«  Morris 


1 


ILLUSTRATION  BY  CHRJSTOPHH1SHARROCK 


of  something  that  was  going  on,  we 
would  be  less  bored. 

I know  non;  T know  the  secret  of 
what  was  going  on.  It  was  nothing 
at  all  Or  at  least,  all  that  was  going 
on  was  the  self-perpetuating  of  the 
structure  of  the  gangs,  the  inner 

clrdes,  the  outer  circles,  the  ten- 
sion between  Wendy's  gang  in  the 
sun  and  Rachel's  In  the  shade. 

We  were  in  the  green  suburb  of 
an  industrial  town,  and  when  we 
crossed  the  town  on  winter  after- 
noons to  go  home  to  tea,  we  saw 
real  gangs,  that  is  active  gangs, 
boys  with  bicycle  chains,  boys 
with  knives  and  heavy  boots,  boys 
whose  doings  were  reported  in  the 
papers,  sometimes.  We  hurried 
past  looking  unfrightened,  walk- 
ing together;  safety  In  numbers. 
But  our  gangs  were  not  gangs. 
Nothing  ever  happened. 


Or  at  least  I think  nothing  hap- 
pened. No,  change  that,  something 
happened,  but  I do  not  remember 
bow 

I had  the  idea,  because  I read  so 
many  books,  that  treachery  would 

make  the  gangs  interesting.  A girl 

could  betray  the  secrets  of  one  gang 
to  the  othei;  if  she  could  find  any 
secrets  to  betray  I think  I was  inter- 
ested In  treachery  because  of  the 
chart  of  Rupert  of  Hentzau.  I had- 
n't yet  met  that  other  charmer, 
Edmund  in  King  Lea*  Tm  fairly 
sure.  I may  haw  hit  on  some  narra- 
tive universal;  what  Is  interesting 
about  boring  gangs  had  to  be 
treachery  It  was  a silly  idea, 
because,  as  1 said,  there  were  no 
secrets,  no  plans  of  battle,  no  bat- 
tles, nothing  to  betray  I watch  Lara 
betraying  me  with  all  the  inventive- 
ness of  ho;  ouc  fraught  and  hyper- 


active trade,  and  look  back  on  the 
innocent  ehfld  1 was,  with  my 
dreams  erf  drama,  with  a sad  pity 

Our  world  is  full  of  a buzz 
about  surveys  which 
have  been  commis- 
sioned which  show  that 
one  boring  commercial 
can  lose  the  audience  for  the  whole 
commercial  break  round  it,  can 
even  Hhwlnkh  the  audience  for  fop 
television  programme  into  which 
our  break  breaks.  She  Is  putting  it 
about,  in  whispers,  that  another  soft 
drinks  firm  has  Arne  a survey  that 
shows  that  both  Spanaranja  and  my 
Grenadine  fflms  are  infecting  whole 
slots  with  boredom  and  apathy 
I think,  myself;  she  invented  not 
only  the  findings,  but  the  survey  It 
was,  1 have  to  admit,  a resourceful 
idea,  which  will  leave  a question 


hanging  like  smoke  in  the  atmos- 
phere, even  If  I manage  to  annihi- 
late the  survey  or. demolish  its 
hypothesised  findings.  She's  quick; 
and  she’s  brave.  She  lives  in  a wadd 
of  interactive  computer-generated 
gladiators.  bomWobbers,  kamikaze 

scantfly-dad  dolls,  headsmen  with 
swords  and  laser-duelists  my  reac- 
tions aren't  quick  enough  foe  She 
can  fin  screens  with  blood  1 shall 
drown  in.  at  the  touch  of  her  glossy 
filarfr  flwgeragfln 
I did  have  another  idea,  7 think, 
about  Wendy  and  RacheL  I 
thought,  if  some  girl  stretched  a 
dark  cord  across  the  path,  in  the" 
cross-country  run,  she  could  bring 
down  Wendy  in  her  pride  as  «l» 
strode  past,  leaving  the  way  clear 
for  Rachel,  who  would  be 
impressed  and  grate&L  It  would 
be  a real  secret,  something  would 


really  have  happened,  that  could 
never  he  told.  It  would  be  real 
treachery  not  just  giggling  and 
whispering.  Rachel  would  be  able 
to  recognise  the  degree  of  differ- 
ence, between  talk  and  something 
really  happening,  for  once. 

I didn't  have  this  idea,  particu- 
larly because  I was  in  love  with 
Rachel  and  hated  Wendy  Or  the 
other  way  round,  because  I was  In 
love -with  Wendy  and  she  spurned 
me  for  her  inner  circle.  She  never, 
exactly  spurned  anyone  — her 
Inner  circle  got  there  through  the 
greater  persistence . of  their 
greater  desire.  I don’t  think  I was 
in  love  with  either  of  them,  or  with 
anyone,  except  Sir  Lancelot  and 
Rupert  and  Saiari-m,  and  Mr 
Rochester  I was  afraid  of  being 
annihilated  by  boredom,  of  there 
never  being  anything  else; 


Once  I thought  about  talking  to 
Rachel'  about  my  Idea  about  the 
cord,  of  course,  I saw  how  impossi- 
ble the  idea  was.  She  wouldn't  have 
listened,  and  might  have  reacted 
quite  nastily  or  been  put  off;  or 
even  stared.  The  scenario  of  her 
secret  gratitude  was  just  that  — a 
tenuous  scenario,  and  I abandoned 
it  I was  sorry  because  I knew 
where  the  good  place  to  stretch  the 
cord  would  be.  between  the  trees  in 
a copse  on  the  climb  round  the 
rough  scree  near  the  old  quarry 
There  was  cover  for  the  traitor  to 
retrieve  the  cord,  and  get  away  in 
the  confusion.  The  traitor  would  be 
dressed  for  the  race,  but  would  have 
skipped  a Large  part  of  the  circuit 
cutting  straight  through  the  trees. 

The  thing  that  happened  was, 
that  Wendy  running  easily  and 
well  ahead  of  everyone  else,  did 
stumble  and  fall,  in  exactly  that 
place.  She  fell  quite  a way  down 
the  scree,  and  hit  her  head  very 
nastily  on  a sharp  stone,  and 
broke  a vertebra  and  a rib  and  was 
in  hospital  for  quite  a long  time. . 
She  was  unconscious  for  quite  a 
long  time,  too,  and  whim  die  did 
come  round  was,  to  . use  a cliche 
which  Is  conveniently  to  bawd, 
“never  foe  same  again”.  A light 
went  out  She  took  foe  eleven-plus 
wtth  foe  rest  of  us,  and  didn’t 
pass.  Neither  did  Rachel,  or  not  to 
our  very  superior  school,  and  after 
a time  1 heard  no  more  of  either  of 
them.  I don't  know  what  became  of 
Wendy  after  the  Secondary  Mod- 
ern. 

. I have  a very  dear  memory  of  foe 
piece  erf  and  — sort  of  fairly  thick 
garden  twine,  such  as  my  Esther  had 
in  his  shed,  a dark  khaki-green 
twine,  completely  invisible  over 
dead  leaves  and  puddles.  I have  foe 
opposite  of  Alzheimer's,  I remem- 
ber tit  tugs  I really  think  didn't  hap-, 
pen-  After  all.  my  job  is  scenarios,  is 
finding  props.  Is  Imagining  light- 
ing, the  figure  altering  the  frame, 
aod-ACTION 

I remember  Jael  because  the 
story  doesn't  quite  make  sense,- the 
emotions  are  all  in  a muring  you 
are  asked  to  rejoice  In  wickedness. 

I remember  Jael  because  of  the 
-delicious  red,  because  of  the  edge 
of  excitement  in  wielding  the  pen- 
cil-point; because  I had  a halfa- 
glimpse  of  making  art  and  colour 
OASByatt 

Antonia  Byatt  won  the 
Booker  prize  fn  1990 
wfth  Possession.  Her 

latest  novel,  Babel 

Tower,  was  pubfished 
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what  ha 

passed;  time,  too,  to  look  for- 
ward, to  plan,  and  to  dare  hope 
that  the  coming  year  might  he 
just  a tiny  bit  better  happier 
and,  yes,  kinder  than  the  last. 

And  so  it  is  that,  each  year;  I 
like  to  offer  my  own  swan  con- 
tribution to  the  process  by  list- 
ing what  we  have  had  in  the  pas 
year  that  we  could  do  without  i 
the  next.  Furthermore,  to  con- 
centrate minds  possibly  a little 
befuddled  by  the  season,  and, 
let's fhce  it,  as  abit  of  a gim- 
mick, I make  clever  use  of  the 
changing  numbers  in  the  year. 
Which  means  that  today  I 
shall  be  proposing  97  People, 
Phrases  and  Phenomena  Not 
Wanted  In  *98.  Snappy  eh? 

Before  we  start,  just  a cou- 
ple of  quick  points.  Do  these 
proscriptions,  you  will  be 
wanting  to  know;  have  the 
slightest  effect?  To  which  1 
reply:  Hugh  Grant.  Martin 
Amis:  off  to  New  York.  Nor- 
man Stone:  off  to  Turkey. 
Those  3D  thingie  puzzles.  Buzz 
Lightyear  Thank  you. 

On  the  other  hand,  I will  con- 
cede that  both  Humphrey  the 
Cat  and  Tony  Blair  just  about 
contrived  to  keep  themselves  in 
the  public  eye,  and  that  William 
Hague  has  done  far  more  to  fin- 
ish off  the  baseball  cap  than  I 
have  ever  managed.  Next  point 
some  candidates  are  too  obviom 
to  mention,  and  you  know  whicf, 
they  are.  Now  let's  get  on  with  it 
Let’s  have  an  end  to: 


4 Outpourings  of  public  grief 
■ Enough.  Elton  says  so.  Please 
mourn  quietly  at  home  from  now  on. 
AThe  expression  "She  would 
»shave  wanted  it". 

3 Bullying  of  the  royal  family  It  '• 
only  encourages  them,  viz: 
j§  The  Prince  of  Wales  posing  in. 
"•‘that  suit  with  thatwary  smite 
with  those  various  giants  of  light 
entertainment  (top  tight).  Next 
walk-on  in  Queen  Vic  with  distant 
relation,  Barbara  Windsor  Actu- 
aDy,  that  might  be  quite  fan. 

5 Britannia  (belovs^  right).  How 
many  times  do  we  have  to  say 
goodbye  to  it?  Putting  it  on  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  does  seem 
rather  a poor  joke,  though. 

6Handovers.Igotabitbored 
with  that,  frankly  Why  can't  we 
have  some  handing  back?  India 
would  be  marvellous. 

7 Spice  Girls:  I don't  think  I could 
stand  another  article  saying 
they’re  finished.  Please,  just  let  the 
girls  get  on  with  what  they  do  so 
wonderfully,  wonderfully  well. 

Letters  from  Alastair  Campbell. 
©Leave  it  out,  AL  We  say:  your 
time  would  be  better  spent  ponder- 
ing the  plight  of  single  mothers  and 
the  disabled.  And,  while  you’re  at  , 
it  stop  writing  all  these: 

9 Articles  by  Ibny  Blair  that  keep 

appearing  everywhere.  Nobody 
reads  them,  you  know  Why  not  try 
some  other  areas  of  fiction?  The 
erotic  stuff  sells  well,  Lm  told. 

■f  People  who  go  around  doing 

I ©bitsfromThe  Fast  Show 
(below).  There  are  even  people  who 
go  around  boring  people  senseless 

doing  the  bit  from  The  Past  Show 

where  the  guy  bores  people  sense- 
less doing 
bits  from 
The  Fast 


- 4 Swampy  Very  *97.  We’ve  got 

» ■ John  Prescott  now 

m /wThe  dread  phrase  “in  the.  ^ 

I^Sflrst  of  a three-part  senes  . 


14SKKSSSS' 

Does  God  apologise? 


4 C Whatever  is  supposed  to  be 

■ w9ihe  new  black. 

4 The  phrase  “is  the  new 

I ©black.” 

4 TfKirstyY. 

■ M (right).  1 
McDonald  wool 
never  get  away  i 
that  fringe,  ycm 
4 Q Outpour 

■ Oof  cefeba 
grief  for  dress 
designers.  Plea 
increase  your  si 
rity  even  if  you 
only  popping  oi 
for  a paper;  or 
we’ll  have  to  go 
through  all 

that  again 

4 A Tracey 
1 ©Emin. 

Very  good  yean 
but  I think 
that's  probably 
enough  now, 
don’t  you? 

JfaWtalking 
about  how  wonderful  the  Full 
Montyis. 

A 4 People  talking  about  how  * 
mm  m The  Full  Monty  has  saved 
the  British  film  Industry 
A A People  talking  about  how 
Mmmmfhe  British  Fflm  Industry 
still  needs  saving. 

A 4%  People  talking  about  the 
4k ©derivation  of  the  phrase 
"The  foil  monty”. 

W%Jg  It  wasn’t  that  good  a film, 
anyway,  was  it? 

A f- Jokes  employing  the  ff  in 

Fflon.$he  doesn't  find  them 

ffuxrny 

gf%  jb  Martin  Amis.  1 know  he's 
dCOgoing,  but  a mention  is  tra- 
ditional And  now  he's  writing 
about  the  bloody  teeth. 

'*m  All  these  historians  who 
mm  m insist  on  talking  about  the 
past  in  the  wrongtense:  "Henry  is 
now  a man  of  33,  etc”,  "So.  Caesar 
has  now  got  three  choices”. 

© Q AH  these  soccer  players, 
^Cpmanagers  and  commenta- 
tors  who  insist  on  talking  about 
the  past  in  the  wrong  tense: 

"So.  he’s  got  three  men  to  beat,  and 
then  he  gets  in  this  lovely  little 
cross”. 

A A Another  interview  with  Sir 
Ifc  ©P&ul  McCartney  Concen- 
trate on  writmg  another, cracker 

likeMullof  Kintyre,  Macca. 

A AThe  expression  "his 
squeeze”. 

4 People  campaigning  to  be 

© ■ Mayor  of  London.  Fve  really 
lost  interest  since  Jeff  Bernard 

died.  And  Arthur  Mullard. 

M people  wondering  why  they 
don’t  put  Richard  Branson 
in  charge  of  everything. 

A ADid  you  see  what  happened 
© ©to  that  balloon? 


A >1  Has  anyone  seen  a train  on 
■U1 "Pthe  West  Coast  line 
recently? 

A K Record  breakers,  pai> 
— ©^Eticulariy: 

4%  Thrust  what- 

©©ever  number  it 

was.  I mean,  come  on, 
*35  really  Get  yourselves 

a Hornby  Double  O, 
lads.  Or  some  decent 


OO  Dolly  the 
©©Sheep.  If  God 
had  meant  a sheep  to 
be  cloned,  he  wouldn’t 
have  made  so  many 
of  them,  now 
would  He?  Next  I 
suppose  they'll  be 

cloning  rab- 

bits. 

AAP«*le 
©©who  say 
“size  isn’t  impor- 
tant”, or  “size  is 
important”  in  a 
knowing  way  as  if  they're  at  the 
cutting  edge  of  sophisticated  comic 
invention. 

/lAThe  expression  “the  cutting 
“©edge”.  And,  while  we’re 
here,  as  we  say  every  year; 

“agenda”,  “fast  track”,  "he  knows 
where  the  bodies  are  buried”,  “he’s  \ 
not  someone  to  go  tiger  shooting 
with”,  “the  dog  that  didn’t  bark”, 
“Live  fast,  die  young,  etc”,  quoting 
from  Orwell,  and  "not  suffering 
fools  gladly”.  Who  does,  for  good- 
ness sake? 

Jg  4 And  now  we’ve  finally 
Hr  I exhausted  the  New  Labour; 
New  X formulation,  everyone’s 
moved  on  to  the  People’s  this  and 
the  People’s  that.  Leave  it  out. 

Jg  ANew  York-styte  loft  living. 
Hr  dfiln  Wandsworth? 

Jg  QHealth  scares  and  govern- 
■#  ©meat  bans.  Let’s  lire  on  the 
edge  a little,  shall  we? 

Jg  Jg  The  phrase  "Ilikh  living  on 
"PHfthe  edge”  used  in  an  ironic 
way  • 

Jg  fgWhat  about  dropping  irony 
^©altogether  for  a bit?  . 

Jg  Perhaps  not  we’d  have 
"V  ©nothing  left  to  write  about 
HpVic  and  Boh  would  have  to 


4 AVic  and  Bob  would  have  to 
Hr  m getadayjoh. 

Jg  A Still,  we  might  see  a little 
“Olessof  Uhika. 

Jl  AButwe’d  have  to  say  what 
©we  meant  Scary 
gQThe  expression  “scary”. 

fij And  the  expression  “day 
©■job”. 

EJAEndlessIy  conflicting  med- 
©dEiical  reports.  Allow  me  to 
oflferan  example:  University  of  Cal- 
ifonha  finding:  smelling  coffee  can 
protect  yon  from  heart  disease.  Uni- 
versity of  Bergen  finding:  drinking 


Institute  for  Interdiscipli- 
nary Research,  Brussels, 
finding:  drinking  lyiffpe 
(right)  makes  you  lose 
your  temper  Frankly,  I'm 
not  surprised. 

C*  A Actually  “actu- 
^w©ally”and 
“frankly”  ate  getting  a bit 
overworked,  aren’t  they? 
g Speed  Garage. 
w#Hf  Whatever  hap- 
pened to  good  old  Band- 
bag  House? 

g g These  enormous 

restaurants.  Why  should  we 
put  money  into  Terence  Conran's 
pockets  when  it’s  only  going  to  goto 
his  ex-wife  who  contributed 
absolutely  nothing  to  his  success? 
g g Restaurants.  Whafs  wrong 
©©with  the  little  woman 
rustling  something  up  as  usual? 
g The  Prodigy  Did  you  know 
© m one  of  them  still  has  his 
mum  round  to  do  the  ironing? 
Almost  enough,  almost,  to  convert 
you  to  that  more  sensitive  phenom- 
enon: 

jg  QLaddlshness,  soft  or  hard. 
© ©Very  wearing  after  a bit,  I 
find,  particularly  that  programme 
about  sport  on  the  television  where 
they  smirk. 

g#%Another  new  social  group- 
©©ing  discovered  by  some 
magazine  or  other  desperately  in 
need  of  a cover  story  because  the 
one  planned  has  just  fallen  down. 
The  Bridget-Jones’s?  Forget  it,  that 
was  at  least  two  groups  ago. 

And,  worst  of  all,  anew  one 
©©is  automatically  guaranteed 
a slot  on  one  of  those  dire  discus- 
sion slots  on  the  Today  programme 
featuring  a desperately  game  John 
or  Sue,  Peter  York  and  some 
squeaky  youth.  Where  are  you, 

Jack  de  Manio? 

4*  4 City  Bonuses.  How  much  do 
© lyou  need  to  get  pissed  on  Fri- 
day night? 

g A Some  of  these  journalists 
©dfiseem  to  get  quite  a lot,  too. 
Howmuch  do  you  need  to  read  a 
good  book  or  go  to  a concert? 
g A Tony  Blair’s  new  haircut  1 
© ©didn’t  like  the  last  one,  but  * 
this  is  uncannily  like  the  one  on 
the  guy  who  died  on  Dallas  and 
then  came  back,  Bobby  Grow  it 
out,  Tony  Cherie’s  got  a good 
hairdresser 
g Jg  The  way  they 
©HrknockCherie  ? = 

because  she  turns  j j 

herself  out  1 JJ.; 

well  \ ^ | 

they  knock  I. 

Cherie 
because  she 
earns  all  this 
money  Some  of 
them  even  have 
the  nerve  to  sug- 
gest  that  she  gets 


work  just  because 
she’s  the  Prime 
Minister’s  wife. 
A A You're  all 
©©right  with 
me,  Derry  Very 
tasteful  job  on 
your  Lords  digs. 
Lovely  wallpaper 
Is  it  washable?  You 
must  have  been 
watching: 
jg “JP  These  end- 
© m less  pro- 
grammes about 
home  improvements  on  the  telly  and 
particulady  the  one  where  one  fam- 
ily redecorates  for  another  family 
and  they  come  back  and  weep  when 
they  open  their  eyes  and  see  the 
orange  walls  and  the  mobile  made 
from  yoghurt  cups.  (This  is  a joke, 
really  because  now  1 come  to  think 
of  it,  that  programme  is  made  by 
part  of  the  Guardian  Media  Group). 
AjfbCool  Britannia.  Do  me  a 
© ©favour:  Oxford  Street  Noel 
Edmonds.  Antiques  Road  Show 
Julian  Clary 

A A Another  documentary 
©©going  behind  the  scenes  of 
some  job  or  institution  or  other  in 
which  everybody  pretends  that  it  is 
all  spontaneous  and  the  cameras 
aren't  there. 

™ Unless,  of  course,  it’s  set  in 
Liverpool  in  which  case 
everybody  pretends  they’re  audi- 
tioning for  a key  role  in  Hi  De  HL 
^9  4 Another  documentary  pre- 
m B tending  to  be  a sympathetic 
examination  of  eccentrics  while 
poking  fun  at  them. 

■JP  A Eccentrics.  So  many  And 
f mmsre  they  supposed  to  know 
they!  re  eccentric? 

Women  feeling  sorry  for 
m '©men.  That’s  one  of  the  few 
things  we  ram  do  for  OUT- 
selves. 


A AOffehore  trusts.  Suddenly 
©itfivery  unfeshionabla  I pre- 
fer to  invest  my  money  in  For- 
mula One  Grand  Prix  motor 
racing. 

AALondon  Fashion  Week.  And, 
Cf  Baras  they  said  at  the  Glasgow 
Empire  when  Mike  Venters  arrived 
on  stage  to  join  Bemie,  “My  God, 
there’s  two  of  them!”. 

Bill  Clinton's  penis.  We’ve 
©■Piunoutrf  angles.  Put  it 
away  there’s  a dear 

Atjg  Wheelie  Bins.  How  many- 

©©more  pensioners  must  be 
trapped? 

Stories  about  unlikely  people- 
C#CrsettihgbpThternet  sit^,  like ' 
the  Pope;  and  find  ing  the  dots  in 
e-mail  addresses  intrinsically 

amnsing- 

A Calling  all  harmless  obses- 
m sives  “anoraks”.  This  is  a . 
beautiful  and  usefril  word  which  wiU 
soon  be  lost  to  us,  if  we’re  not  care- 
ful, like  “gay”.  Remember  that  one? 
AJJCelebrity  travellers.  And 
©©that  means  you,  Palin,  north 
London. 

jA  rfJbCelebrities  who  stm  com- 
©plain  that  we  don’t  apprecir 
ate  success  in  this  country  and  how 
it’s  so  different  in  America.  So  travel 
there. 

AAMightbeagoodplacefor 
©©you,  too,  Neil  and  Christine^ 
Tatton.  And  you,  Jonathan,  SWL 
Fresh  start,  can  do,  and  all  that  Bye, 
now. 

A40>riandEr  Fresh  hahs, 

Sr  Splease. 

A A Aftershave  in  lifts. 


A AFeng  Shut  If  it’s  so  good, 
©©how  come  so  many  Chinese 
restaurants  are  takeaway? 

A Jg  People  banging  on  about 
©Hr  whether  Seinfeld  is  better 

than  Sahdpyy  tn  hetWfign  an  «3fhaua- 
trve  run  down  of  last  night’s  ER  and 
comparisons  of  middle  and  late 
Bochco. 

4%  g*  These  endless  dever-dick 
©©lists  of  things  you  get  in  the 


newspapers. 

A AA11  right,  an  right  I cant 
©©avoid  it  any  longer  The 
Dome  stuff  is  quite  fun, 

J though.  Almost  as  good  as 
Covent  Garden.  No,  it’s  the 
millennium  chip  scare  sto- 
ries that  have  done  for  me. 
Fix  life  things  and  stop 
blathering  about  it 
AT  Cucumbers.  I 
. © ■ just  don’t  like 
them. 


i'  '■/ 
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arts 

So  the  turkey  tasted  of  fish  and  the  presents  stank.  Big  deal.  On  TV,  you  don’t  get  through 
Christmas  without  bruises  or  a broken  heart.  Nancy  Banks-Smith  watched  the  suffering 

The  agony  and  the  ecstasy 


"Thousands  qf  homes  are  without 
power.  "And  aren’t  they  the 
lucky  ones? 

Tbe  punishment  for 
bigamy  Is  not,  as  Is 
commonly  supposed,  two 
mothers-in-law  bnt  two 
turkeys.  In  Coronation  Street 
(ITV)  John,  who  is  giving  tie 
salesmen  a sadly  flighty  image, 
has  toyed  with  Deirdre’s  finer 
feelings  for  months,  though  he 
has  a wife,  children  and  a 
turkey  In  the  oven  elsewhere. 

(Every  time  Deirdre  has  one 
of  her  emotional  convulsions  I 
learn  how  to  spell  her  name 
again  and.  once  the  waves  have 
subsided,  I forget) 


Not  only  did  the  wretched 
man  have  to  force  down  two 
helpings  of  everything  on 

Christmas  dax  bat  his  ear  was 
comprehensively  chewed  by 
both  women  as  he  ricocheted 
between  them.  As  we  are  all 
ashing  ourselves  today  was  it 
worth  it? 

Once  upon  a time.  If  yon 
wanted  Christmas  snow  on  TV, 
you  used  Lax  Oakes.  Now  we 
have  Christmas  soaps. 

In  EkistIZnders  (BBCl)  Grant, 
not  heeding  or  perhaps 
understanding  his  brother’s 
grunts,  (“Tell  ’er  ar  i*  is  bnt 
don'  go  overboard'*)  kicked 
down  tbe  bedroom  door  and 
gave  Tiffany  a little  black 


eye  to  match  her  little  back 
dress.  Meanwhile.  Aunt  Sal 
was  phoning  her  straying 
husband,  'AroJd:  "Cockroaches 
'ave  more  going  for  them  than 
wot  you  'ave!”  and  Pat  was 
stoutly  repelling  bailiffs; 

“Shut  up  or  I'll  punch  your 
lights  ontr 

Roy,  yon  will  be  pleased  to 
hear;  is  holding  his  own  in 
hospital.  Mach  the  safest  place 
to  he. 

In  Emmerdale  (ITV)  Jan, 
whose  son  was  burned  alive 
last  Christmas,  went  off  her 
head  and  kidnapped  the  child 
always  referred  to  as  Baby 
James.  Whatever  Happened  To 
Baby  James  kept  the  cast  use- 


fWZy  occupied  for  a week, 
searching  Yorkshire. 

Brookside  (Channel  4)  had  a 
Crimbo  special  about  people 
whose  names  end  in  the  sound 
-ee.  Barry  used  our  Lindsey  to 
blackmail  Jimmy  iw*n  a 
Crimbo  crime  but  he  was  saved 
by  the  sight  of  a picture  of 
Jackie  and  little  Billy. 

Powerful,  if  local,  dialogue: 
"Yoa  must  be  off  your  cakel* 

It  is  feared  that  Jacqui 
Dixon's  attempts  at  artificial 
insemination  with  a turkey- 
baster  have  seriously  affected 
poultry  sales. 

Talking  turkey  no  bird 
seemed  safe  on  TV  this  yean  Les 
ran  over  his  bird,  producing 


Instant  turkey  sandwich.  Tony 
sat  on  his  mother’s  Christmas 
budgie  and.  in  TtooFatLadles 
(BBC2)  Clarissa  casually  pro- 
duced a seasonal  anecdote  to 
chill  the  blood.  Her  father 
(“who  fought  this  single-handed 
battle  against  ns  enjoying 
Christmas")  kept  the  family 
budgie  in  formaldehyde  for 
three  months  so  he  could  bnry 
it  on  Christmas  Day 

Scarred,  one  fears,  by  this 
childhood  trauma,  she  pro- 
duced a Chrlchniia  rH-nfitrr  fhr 

choirboys  of  such  alcoholic  and 
laxative  content  (“Here  are  the 
port  and  prnnesl")  that  one 
feared  for  thedr  Silent  Night.  . 

There  are  no  big  Christmas 
spectaculars  on  TV  any  more. 
There  was  even  a programme. 
Cardigans  At  Christmas  (BBC2). 
explaining  why  not.  Your  nos- 
talgia for  th<>  trig  blockbusters 
in  which,  as  Jenny  Eclair  said, 
everybody  seemed  to  be  having 
a much  better  time  than  you, 
evaporated  fast  when  yon  saw 
them  again. 

Black  and  White  Minstrels 


throwing  cotton-wool  snow- 
balls. ice-skating  monkeys 

and  Demis  Bonssos  festooned 
with  fairy  lights?  Only 
Morecambe  and  Wise  survived 
the  exposure. 

As  the  perceptive  Jenny 
Eclair  said,  “We  have  become 
a nation  of  sneezers;  I'm  a bit 
of  a sneerer  myself.  It  really 
is  far  too  uncooi  to  be  seen  to 


It’s  feared  that  Jacqui 
Dixon’s  antics  with 
a turkey-baster  have 
seriously  affected 
poultry  sales  


have  a good  time.”  And,  of 
course,  it  costs. 

Thte  was  beantibEtilly  illus- 
trated in  Mm  Behaving  Badly 
(BBCl),  where  aho-ho 
Christmas  was  intercut 
with  fonr  bodies  comatose  on 
a sofa  (Tfs  a bit  like  sex, 
Christmas.  The  anticipation 


and  then  nothing  fi>r  another 

^JfVpnflhed  the  boat  out  with 
Blade  Velvet  Band,  a vehicle  for 
NickBerty,  whom,  after 
Heartbeat  they  treasure.  A 
gang  of  Victorian  thieves, 
mostly  recruited  from 
EastEnders,  are  caught  trying 
to  steal  the  Crown  Jewels, 
deported  to  Tasmania 
(*1  examined  a man  there  one*. 
He’d  gone  mad")  and  jump  ship 
in  South  Africa-  Nick  Berry’s 
first  line — “You  must  be  lad- 
ding!" — suggests  it  will  not 
slavishly  historical. 

Activity  incessant.  Vistas 
galore.  The  scene-stealer  was 
Sooth  Africa.  Great  gulping 
spaces  swallowed  tbe  cast, 
though  Amy  Mars  ton,  whippet- 
thin,  and  Stephen  Marcos,  huge 
like  Hoss  from  the  Ponderosa, 
left  their  mark. 

Dame  Edna  Kisses  It  Better 
(ITV),  coming  from  St  Edna's 
Caring  Clinic  for  the  Stars  in 


Ni  by  brain 

This  was  Derek  Malcolm’s  last  year  as  Guardian  film 
critic.  Hollywood  could  have  given  him  a better  send-off 


Meanwhile,  new  boy  Richard  Williams  thinks  he’s  on  to  a good  thing 

And  I get  paid  to  do  this? 


Whatis  tbe  secret?...  above. 


Me:  "Am  l losing  touch,  or  is 
Hollyivood  churning  out  dross  as 
never  before?" 

Jack  Nicholson:  "No.  you  are  not 
losing  touch.  It  is!  And.  what's 
worse,  they  know  it" 

That  interview  took  place 
nearly  a year  ago,  but 
1997  has  only  empha- 
sised the  point.  There 
have  been  fewer  and 
fewer  dims  from  the  headquarters 
of  film-making  that  can  be  recom- 
mended to  even  slightly  discern- 
ing viewers.  In  March,  tbe  Oscars 
confirmed  it  The  voters  — many 
of  them  film-makers  of  better; 
bygone  days,  but  also  those 
responsible  for  the  mediocre  fare 
— went  almost  wholesale  for  Inde- 
pendently-made films. 

But  there’s  a silver  lining  to 
every  cloud.  The  absence  of  strong 
Hollywood  product  gave  quite  a 
boost  to  British  movie-making.  If 
you  put  the  dozen  strongest  Holly- 
wood movies  against  a similar 
number  of  the  best  of  the  Brits, 
you’d  find  that  most  of  tbe  more 
intelligent  were  British.  That's  a 
real  tum-up  for  the  book,  even 
though  the  Americans  would  win 
handsomely  when  it  came  to  spec- 
tacle and  popular  appeal. 

Which  is  why  Hollywood  goes  on 
making  expensive  dross,  if  you  can 
make  $100  million  in  your  own 
country,  and  a further  huge  lump 
abroad,  why  risk  more  ambitious 
stuff  like  Tbe  English  Patient?  Peo- 
ple seem  lo  forget  that  It  was  a 
high-risk  project,  as  were  Shine. 
Fargo  and  Slingblade.  the  other 
Oscar-w  timers. 

I'm  not  too  worried  about  the 
future,  (hough.  There  are  films 


coming  up  — mostly  but  not  all, 
from  Hollywood  — that  are  likely 
to  carry  more  weight  than  all  but  a 
few  we've  seen  in  Britain  over  the 
past  year  or  so,  like  Paul  Thomas 
Anderson's  Boogie  Nights.  Ang 
Lee’s  The  Ice  Storm,  Gillian  Arm- 
strong’s Oscar  And  Lucinda,  Gus 
Van  Sant’s  Good  Will  Hunting,  Jim 
Sheridan’s  The  Boxer;  Spielberg's 
Amistad,  Eastwood’s  Midnight  In 
The  Garden  Of  Good  And  Evil. 
Neff  Jordan’s  Butcher’s  Boy  and 
Tarantino's  Jackie  Brown. 

Add  Altman's  Gingerbread  Man, 
Alan  Rudolph’s  Afterglow  and  Paul 
Schrader’s  Affliction  to  the  list, 
and  you  can  see  that  the  official 
American  cinema  hasn’t  died  of 
populism  but  was  only  sleeping. 

If  you  look  at  the  world’s  top  10 
box-office  attractions;  however;  you 
have  to  admit  that  most  film-goers 
prefer  to  be  entertained  by  hi-tech 
fluency  or  facile  story-telling  than 
by  anything  more  cerebral  The 
list,  in  order;  is:  The  Lost  World, 
Men  In  Black.  Liar  Liar;  Star  Wars: 
Special  Edition,  The  Fifth  Element, 
Air  Fdrce  One.  Batman  And  Robin. 
Con  Air,  Face/ Off  and  My  Best 
Friend's  Wedding.  Of  those,  only 
Face/Off  would  even  be  considered 
for  inclusion  In  my  best  10.  and  one 
or  two  others  might  make  the 
worst  10. 

The  obvious  candidate  for  best 
Hollywood  movie  of  the  year  is 
Curtis  Hanson's  LA  Confidential — 
very  well  scripted  and  acted,  and 
directed  with  great  care  to  recon- 
struct the  book's  tone.  Fm  in  two 
minds  about  Face/ Off  I applaud 
John  Woo’s  style  and  energy  but 
find  the  coruscating  action 
sequences  too  long  and  too  many 
Still,  it's  light  years  ahead  of  Air 


1 Fhrce  One  and  suchlike-  The  Amer- 
ican films  I liked  most  were  not 
orthodox  Hollywood  — Swingers, 
Big  Night,  Grosse  Poinie  Blank, 
Bound,  Welcome  To  The  Dollhouse. 
Lost  Highway  Everyone  Says  1 
Love  You,  Private  Parts,  Locking 
For  Richard,  Normal  Life,  When 
We  Were  Kings  and  our  own  Mike 
Newell's  Donnie  Brasca 

Tins  Is  a very  decent  list,  but  the 
dross  kept  coming  — some  of  it, 
like  Batman  And  Robin,  suocessfbl 
beyond  any  intelligent  person’s 
imagining  I’ve  a feeling  ♦htq 

helped  Peter  Cattaneo's  hugely  suc- 
cessful The  Full  Monty  a film  you 
can’t  help  liking  but  hardly  among 
the  comedy  greats. 

rm  really  glad  it  tops  the  charts 
in  Britain  for  the  year,  beating  The 
Lost  World  (pretty  awftri;  and  Men 
In  Black  (entertaining  but  over- 
praised). One  of  tiie  reasons  for  its 
success  was  that  it  was  financed  by 
the  US  and  given  a whole-hearted 
American-type  multiplex  release. 
If  only  Mike  Leigh  or  Ken  Loach 
got  such  favours.  Loach's  highly 
entertaining  Riff-Raff  and  Raining 
Stones,  and  Mike  Leigh’s  Secrets 
And  Lies  were  all  capable  of  reach- 
ing wider  audiences  thao  they  did. 

But  then,  do  we  really  want  the 
Americans  to  take  most  of  the 
profits  our  films  make?  Tbe  other 
phenomenon  was  Mel  Smith's 
Bean,  which  did  less  well  than  The 
Full  Monty  in  the  UK  but  even  bet- 
ter round  tbe  world.  We  shouldn't 
be  too  mean  about  it.  We  need  com- 
mercial movies,  as  well  as  those 
like  Nil  By  Mouth,  Career  Giris* 
Hamlet,  Mrs  Brown,  Regeneration, 
Welcome  To  Sarajevo  and  Under 
The  Skin,  which  make  the  British 
cinema  one  of  the  most  intriguing 
just  now. 

My  own  favourite  is  Gary  Old- 
man's Nil  By  Moutb  — a bit  long,  a 
tittle  lacking  in  structure  but 
immensely  powerful,  superbly 
acted  and  as  memorable  a first  film 
as  any  in  years.  Kathy  Burke  wan 
the  Cannes  actress  accolade  for  it, 
and  deservedly  But  If  Ray  Win- 
stone  doesn’t  get  something  soon, 
justice  will  not  have  been  served. 

There  were  some  successes  from 
elsewhere,  mostly  French  like  A 
Self-Made  Hero.  I 'Appartement,  La 
Vie  En  Rose  and  Ridicule  The 
Czech  Oscar-winner  Kolya,  Anto- 
nioni’s Beyond  The  Clouds.  Kauris- 
maki's  Drifting  Clouds,  the  Indian 
The  Square  Circle,  the  Mexican 
Deep  Crimson.  Spain’s  Tierra,  the 
French  Will  It  Snow  For  Christ- 
mas?, Kiarostami's  Close-Up  and 
Chen  Kaige’s  Temptress  Moon  also 
came  our  way 

My  to  favourites  would  be  LA 
Confidential  (USX  A Self-Made  Hero 
(France).  Nil  By  Mouth  (UK),  Shine 
(Australia),  Deep  Crimson  (Mex- 
ico), Idiot  Box  (Australia).  Big  Night 
(US),  Evjta  (US),  When  Wte  Were 
Kings  (US)  and  Close-Up  (Iran). 


The  ever-lengthening  cred- 
its for  special-effects 
technicians  and  the  pre- 
mium on  new  and  more 
horrible  kinds  of  killer 
bugs  notwithstanding,  cinema  is 
still  about  telling  stories.  And 
whatever  praise  may  be  due  to 
Brian  Helgeland  and  Curtis  Han- 
son for  their  reconstruction  of 
James  Ellroy’s  LA  Confidential,  or 
to  Gary  Oldman  for  summoning 
scenes  of  such  ferocious  realism  in 
Nil  By  Mouth,  the  screenwriter  of 
the  year  was  undoubtedly  William 
Shakespeare . A2  Pacino's  Looking 
For  Richard  «nrj  Luhrmann's 
Romeo  And  Juliet,  two  films  of 
exceptional  merit,  proved  that  the 
more  yon  dare  to  mess  around  with 
the  Bard,  and  the  more  interest  you 
show  in  confronting  his  shade  with 
the  realities  of  our  culture,  the 
stronger  he  gets. 

Looking  For  Richard  was  my  film 
of  the  year  because  it  sent  me  out  of 
the  cinema  fizzing  with  the  convic- 
tion that  rd  just  seen  someone  use 
the  medium  In  an  entirely  original 
way  Pacino's  obsession  with 
Richard  III  led  him  to  film  the  play 
in  several  different  styles,  cross-cut- 
ting  the  results  and  juxtaposing 


them  with  the  views  of  thesps  and 
academics,  not  an  of  whom  were  to 
be  taken  entirely  seriously 

Luhrmann  brought  the  greatest 
teenage  love  story  of  all  time  into 
the  consciousness  of  its  most 
appropriate  audience  with  a treat- 
ment hill  of  Uzis  and  dreadlocks, 
setting  tiie  lines  against  the  swoon 
and  clatter  of  contemporary  pop 
and  earning  the  poster  a place  on 
thousands  of  bedroom  walls. 

The  first  half  of  the  year  also 
.brought  Pacino  and  Johnny  Depp  in 
Donnie  Brasco,  a late-blooming 
genre  piece;  Tted  Demme's  Beautiful 
Girls,  with  the  year’s  (tinniest 
moment  (a  mass  karaoke  verson  of 
Nefl  Diamond’s  Sweet  Caroline); 
Doug  Liman’s  Swingers,  including 
a marvellous  answering-machine 
gag;  Martine  - Dugowson’s  coolly 
ambitious  Portraits  Cbinois,  incor- 
porating the  first  of  Helena  Bon- 
ham Carter’s  two  remarkable 
performances;  David  Lynch’s 
thrfUingiy  Lost  High- 

way; and  John  Cusack  in  the 
charming  Grosse  Point  Blank.  And 
an  that  before  I became  a film  critic. 

Once  installed  in  the  seat 
vacated  by  a doyen,  I began  to 
worry  that  the  volume  of  rubbish 


might  soon  dull  the  basic  enthusi- 
asm for  the  idea  of  going  to  the 
movies.  It  didn’t  take  long  to 
realise  that  although  tbe  critics 
who  complain  about  the  level  of 
dross  are  usually  those  with  the 
cinema's  best  interests  at  heart 
even  they  seldom  lose  interest  alto- 
gether; and  keep  coming  back 

It  was  interesting  to  see  the  way 
LA  Confidential  cheered  up  so 
many  professional  observers  by 
reminding  them  that  it  was  still 
possible  to  go  and  see  a new  film 
crafted  with  old  values,  thanks  to 
Curtis  Hanson's  willingness  to 
respect  bis  audience  Kevin 
Spacey’s  slow;  private  smile  was  a 
thing  Of  WOnden  anointing  him  as 
this  year's  Harvey  (although 

the  forthcoming  Midnight  In  The 
Garden  Of  Good  And  Evil  suggests 
that,  (ihe  Keitel,  his  range  pnd  his 
instincts  may  be  somewhat  more 
limited  than  the  present  level  of 
adulation  suggests). 

Ftiur  first-time  directors  pre- 
sented films  that  well  still  be 
watching  in  20  years'  tune.  Nil  By 
Mouth  was  a genuine  tour  de  force, 
even  more  Impressive  at  a second 
viewing,  when  Oldman’s  control  of 
his  material  became  uzuxristake- 


Kim  Basinger  confounds  the 
sceptics  in  LA  Confidential 

able.  Another  movie  repaying  sev- 
eral visits  was  1' Appartement, 
which  brought  G files  Mimouni  the 
accolade  of  the  continental  art- 
house  hit  of  the  year,  gave  Vincent 
Cassel  a role  to  follow  his  skinhead 
in  La  Haine,  and  widened  Romane 
Bohringeris  circle  of  admirers. 

Carine  Adler’s  Under  The  Skin 
and  Sandrine  Veyssefs  Will  It 
Snow  For  Christmas?  deserved  all 
their  accolades  and  more  for  a 
shared  willingness  to  confront  dif- 
ficult narratives,  and  for  tbe  clar- 
ity of  their  directors’  vision. 

Tbe  intensity  of  Samantha  Mor- 
ton’s portrayal  of  the  grieving  girl 
in  Under  Hie  Skin  makes  her  my 
actress  of  the  year,  just  ahead  of 
Mike  Leigh's  pair  of  Career  Girls, 
Lynda  Steadman  and  Katrin 
Cartridge.  The  equivalent  award 
for  male  actors  goes  to  Philip 
Baker  Hall,  whose  lizard-eyed  still- 
ness as  the  tired  old  gambler  in 
Paul  Thomas  Anderson’s  Hard 
Eight  has  already  unbelievably 
slipped  off  the  big  screen,  perhaps 
never  to  return. 


Smack  hit,..  Charlie  Creed-Miles  in  Nil  By  Mouth 


ip 


DEFINITELY  NOT  TO  BE  MISSED 

THE  SUM  - 

“QUIETLY  EXPLOSIVE.. .WELL  WORTH  SEEING ” 5 
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"We're  both  Australians.  We 
con  t be  insulted.") 

My  personal  favourite  was 
Anm  s Banana  (BBC2)  which 
“**d  a ‘win.  Arena's  Cigac  The 
cigar  nsod  to  be  a comedian’s 
favourite  prop  — because  it  gave 

them  time  to  think— but,  as 

Spike  MlUignn  pointed  out,  the 
banana  actually  is  a comedian. 
StaggerlnElj;  it  turned  out  that 
Yes,  Wc  Have  No  Bananas  was 
written  by  Trotsky’s  nephew  So 
I suppose  it  is  a searing  critique 
ofeapitalism  and  the  American 
Fruit  Company. 

One  Is  pleased,  if  surprised, 
to  learn  the  Queen  is  fond  of 
poetry,  so  I offer  a poem  of 
Oscar  Wilde’s,  Requiescat, 
which  she  may  find  appropri- 
ate. It  turned  up  In  The 
CaruerviUe  Ghost  (1TV). 

“Tread  lightly,  she  is  near 
Under  the  snow. 

Speak  gently,  she  can  hear 
The  daisies  grow. 

All  her  bright  golden  hair 
Tarnished  with  rust. 

She  that  mas  young  and  fair 
Fallen  to  dust.  " 


Forget  The  Pickwick  Papers  and  The  Queen’s  Speech.  The  highlight 
of  Anne  Karpfs  holiday  radio  was  something  less  traditional 

The  Plowright  stuff 


date  (he’ll  continue  to  produce) 
is  the  Prix  Italia-winning  One 
Big  Kitchen  Table,  about  a day 
in  the  lift  of  a Philadelphia 


In  among  last  week's 
anthologies,  tinsel  and 
carols,  Radio  4 sprinkled 
something  genuinely 
sparkling — its  (continuing) 
season  of  the  work  of  Piers 
Plowright.  In  a medium  where 
most  of  the  "characters”  are 
writers  — its  directors  are 
more  discreet  and  jobbing— 
Plowright  is  the  nearest  thing 
to  a radio  auteur.  rri«f  work, 
immediately  recognisable, 
constitutes  an  oeuvre. 

For  once,  the  use  of  ftin  word 
isn’t  just  an  excuse  to  sound 
clever  but  denotes  a body  of 
work  that  together  creates 
something  larger  than  itself. 
Indeed,  you  could  say  there’s  a 


whole  school  of  Plowright, 
since  he’s  a noted  encourager 
of  young  producers  and  has 
collaborated  with  countless 
compilers. 

Plowright  Is  now  retiring 
and  the  Radio  4 celebration 
began  with  a feature.  Ah 
Artist  In  Sound,  presented  by 
the  docnmentarlst  himself. 
This  is  a bit  like  asking 
someone  to  write  their  own 
obituary  It  did  show  the 
serendipitous  way  he’s  come 
upon  his  subjects  — one 
interesting  person  has  led  him 
to  another  and  then  on  «yiiM 
— but  was  also  clearly 
constraining.  Though  he  could 
describe  what  he  aims  for;  he 


couldn’t  say  how  brilliantly  he 
usually  achieves  it,  even  if 
some  of  the  dips  provided 
ample  demonstration. 

A Plowright  person  Is 

Here  is  a man  who 
treasures  ambiguity 
and  metaphor, 
who  relishes  the 
vernacular ' 

eccentric,  richly  human  and 
Hkely  to  be  old.  Another  rare 
radio  auteur;  the  fabled  maker 
of  radio  ballads  Charles  Parker; 
hymned  dying  industries,  and . 


the  collective  experience  of 
workers  with  a kind  of  elegiac 
energy.  But  Plowright’s  terrain 
is  the  Individual,  and  though 
his  people  often  look  back  with 
some  sadness,  they  always 
exhibit  a zestful  resilience.  At 
his  crammed  BBC  retirement 
party  earlier  in  the  month, 
Matthew  Bannister  rightly 
called  Ms  work  transporting. 

As  if  to  prove  it.  An  Artist  In 
Sound  included  a cap  where  the 
widow  of  poet  and  translator 
Arthur  Whaley  described  his 
death — not  only  her 
excruciating  sense  of  loss,  but 
also  a moving  appreciation  of 
the  freeing  of  his  spirit. 
Plowright's  juiciest  work  to 


customer  is  a Woody  Allen  and, 
as  the  owner  put  it  "everything 
i Is  heart-attack  food"  — evenas 
you  eat  the  pastrami  "you  feel 

your  arteries  hardening".  One 
Big  Kitchen  Table  has  a 
typically  Plowright  optimism 
and  warmth;  it’s  impossible  to  ■’ 
hear  it  and  feel  dejected  about 
life.  Sadly  it  Isn’t  included  in 
fell  In  this  season. 

But  what  distinguishes 
Plowright’s  work  isn’t  just  its 
content,  bat  its  style.  Here  Is  a • 
man  who  treasures  ambiguity 
and  metaphor,  who  relishes  the 
vernacular  and  caresses  the 
demotic.  Where  most 
doemnentarists  are 
relentlessly  instrumental, 
excising  everything  that 
doesn’t  advance  their  story. 
Plowright  adores  process,  and 
allows  circumlocution  and 
hesitation  to  do  the  expressive 
work  for  him.  In  An  Artist  In 


Sound  he  talked  about  why  he 
didn’t  use  presenters,  and 
spoke  of  his  willingness  to  risk 
some  confusion  in  the  listener 
because  "you  shouldn’t  tell 
everything—  there  must 
always  be  secrets". 

So  far  the  Radio  4 Plowright 
season  has  given  us  Mr 
Fietcher,  The  Poet,  about  a gar- 
rulous Leicestershire  poet  who 
i simply  talked  at  length  about 
bis  childhood  and  life,  and  Mr 
B,  in  which  an  aged  schoolmas- 
ter spoke  with  fervour  and 
tears  about  teaching  small 
boys,  while  giving  glimpses  of 
private  pain.  They're  not  his 
best  work,  but  they  show  a 
producer  so  trusting  of  human 
experience  that  he  makes 
programmes  In  which  non- 
celebrities are  allowed  to  talk 
about  themselves  without 
interruption,  and  listeners  ran 
get  sucked  Into  someone  rise’s 
life.  The  pity  of  it  is  that  with 
his  careful,  labour-intensive 
approach  to  documentary- 
making, he  could  never  be 
produced  by  today’s  BBC. 


Best  of  times,  worst  of  tines 

What  left  Chris  Smith  yawning?  What  was  Ttacey  Emin’s  second  most  intoxicating  experience?  The  arts  world  looks  back  at  ’97 


Quentin  Crisp 
Writer,  performer 

LA  Confidential  was  very  good, 
showing  how  the  corruption  of  the 
police  goes  right  to  the  very  top. 
Face/Off  was  also  a highlight 
Actually.  John  Travolta  was  a high- 
light. 1 hated  him  when  he  was  that 
twitching  stick-like  creature  in 
Saturday  Night  Fever,  bet  then  he 
went  away  and  hid.  We  know  what 
he  was  doing  when  he  was  away  — 
eating  And  now  he’s  back,  twice 
the  man.  Low  point?  1 don't  see 
awful  films.  I avoid  them. 

Tracey  Emin 
Artist 

How  could  1 ever  have  survived  1997 
without  The  Teletubbies?  My  other 
highlights  include  David  Bowie 
singing  Fame  (dedicated  to  me)  live 
in  Dublin  and  a crazy  summer  fair 
organised  by  artist  Gavin  Turk  and 
Debora  Curtiss,  in  the  style  of 
Joshua  Compston,  the  founder 
member  of  Factual  Nonsense,  a 24- 
hour  binge  of  total  creativity 

Torn  Courtenay 
Actor 

Edward  Fax  was  magnificent  In  A 
Letter  Of  Resignation.  It  was  a mar- 
vellous impersonation  of  Harold 
Macmillan,  and  Hugh  Whitemore 
wrote  the  part  so  humanly  My  low 
point  came  when  my  wife’s  friend 
let  her  down  and  I had  to  accom- 
pany her  to  Cinderella.  That's  as 
much  as  I'm  prepared  to  say 


I L’ Allegro...  ‘had  us  cheering  in  the  aisles,’  recalls  Sue  MacGregor 

between  60fc  mnsfeian  and  another  I aflnriraWe  Alan  Bates  seemed  to  be 
I don’t  regret  attending  a single  sleepwalking  bte  way  though  iL 


event  during  1997: 1 view  concerts 
from  many  angles,  although  presen- 
tation, lack  of  genuine  comznunlca- 


Dawn  AJray 

Director  of  programmes,  Channel  5 


tion  and  more  often  .than  not  The  low  point  of  the  year  for  me 


mediocre  acoustics  can  leave  me 


tally  partly  satisfied. 


was  plastic  pop  culture.  One  of  the 
most  crass  songs  ever  to  get  to  num- 
ber one  Is  Barbie  GM  by  Aqua. 
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Chris  Smith  MP 

Culture  Minister 

Apart  from  the  wonderful  and 
-unforgettable  night  of  May  1,  the 
high  point  for  me  was  seeing  Ian 
Holm  perform  Lear  at  the  Cottes- 


loe.  The  starkest,  most  dramatic, 
most  moving  Lear  I've  ever  seen, 
and  experienced  so  closely  that  you 
could  feel  the  power  of  the  lan- 
guage. My  cultural  low  was  Keep 
The  Aspidistra  Flying,  the  opening 
film  of  the  London  Film  Festival. 
Good  acting,  good  period  pieces, 
but  Fm  afraid  it's  not  a book  that 
translates  well  to  the  screen. 

Dermis  SkhmerMP 

Guys  And  Dolls  was  a brilliant  pro- 
duction — good  acting  and  singing. 
Sit  Down,  You’re  Rocking  The  Boat 
was  the  highlight  of  the  show  — 
I've  never  seen  so  many  sponta- 
neous encores.  And  Brassed  OK 
was  my  favourite  film.  A great 
political  message.  People  were 
cheering  at  the  end. 

Ned  Hannon 

The  Divine  Comedy 

The  best  thing  this  year  was  1 
Kraftwerk  at  Tribal  Gathering,  j 
Being  sandwiched  between  sweaty  ; 
ravers  in  a circus  tent  somewhere 
in  Bedfordshire  is  not  generally  my 
idea  of  fan,  but  then  I only  went  to 
Tribal  Gathering  for  one  thing  and 
it  was  the  best  decision  I ever  marie. 
The  worst  thing  was  Oasis  at  Earl’s 
Court  After  20  minutes  of  the 
biggest  band  in  Britain.  1 realised 
Fd  made  a terrible  mistake  and 
went  to  see  the  Shirehorses  instead. 


Stephen  MaBanus 
Pavement 

Cultural  high:  a book  by  Dennis 
Johnson  called  Already  Dead.  It’s 
the  best  book  by  for  this  year;  10 
times  better  than  the  competition, 
and  way  ahead  of  the  game-  Cul- 
tural low:  techno  music.  It  sounds 
like  an  autopsy  or  something. 

Adrian  Wootton 

London  Film  Festival  director 
I managed  to  escape  from  the  cin- 
ema for  long  enough  to  finally 
realise  a long-time  ambition  when  I 
saw  the  wonderful  Johnny  Ga«h  at 
the  Royal  Albert  HalL  As  for  lows,  I 
was  outraged  by  this  year’s  Booker 
Prize  list  and  the  failure  of  the 
judges  to  even  nominate  Peter 
Carey  for  his  spellbinding  novel 
JackMaggs. 


Gary  Human  w 

Rock  singer  re 

Hue  most  depressing  thing  musi-  I 

caUy  this  year  was  the  continued  Jt 

interest  in  boy  bands.  ’With  their 
endless  whimpering  covers  of  ' ' 
bid  songs,  most  of  which  are 
best  forgotten,  painful  dance  . 

routines  and  a sense  of  , 

Imelda  Staunton  , . -j? 
in  Guys  And  Dolls... 

a hit  with  Dennis  BE 


humour  that  makes  Noddy  seem 
intelligent.  I’d  hoped  1997  would 
have  seen  them  fade  disgracefully 
away  The  high,  undoubtedly  has 
been  the  Prodigy  They’re  unique, 
inventive  and  aggressive  on  record 
and  on  stage.  In  a business  appar- 
ently stuck  In  a downward  spiral  of 
blandness,  they  are  the  shining 
light  that  proves  individuality  can 
still  succeed. 


. ■ H 


Ayub  Khan  Din 
PtaywHgWactor 


Jazz  pianist 

Writer  For  me.  the  high  point  of  1997  was  rraywngnuaraor 

I've  just  seen  Jackie  Brown,  Quen-  Gonzalo  Rubalcaba’s  week  at  Rem-  My  favourite  book  of  1997  was  Cap- 
tin  Tarantino's  adaptation  of  my  nle  Scott's.  He  is  the  best  pianist  ft  tain  Corelli's  Mandolin,  a wonder- 
book  Rum  Punch,  and  I loved  it  It’s  the  wnrid.  Also,  seeing  Ms  band  folncwel  about  a wonderful  place.  I 

thought  it  was  very  exciting  and 
conjured  up  great  Images  in  my 
mind.  It  introduced  me  to  my 
favourite  place,  Kefalonia. 

HreiBaLu ti  !!■  ■ li  ■ 

rauiCA  mUIUUF  | 

Playwright/actor  j 

High:  BjOrk’s  current  LP,  Homo- 
genic.  because  it's  beautiftal, 
strange  and  mysterious.  Low:  the 
Batman  And  Robin  film  because  it 
wasu^y  bad  and  tedious.  . 

***-*-—- ■ — 1 
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Mr  Glastonbury 

This  was  probably  the  most  disap-  i 
pointing  year  for  some  tima  as  fair 
as  pop  Is  concerned.  Nothing  really 
new  happened,  and  the  major  suc- 
cesses of  the  past  few  years  had  to 
make  an  effort  to  hold  their  own 
and  ran  too  many  repeat  perfor- 
mances. Roll  on  1996! 

Gareth  WalanUne 

Conductor  of  Chicago 
The  one  production  1 adored  this 
year  was  the  marvellous  staging  of 
The  Turn  Of  The  Screw  at  the  Bar- 
bican, directed  by  Deborah  Wamen 
I thought  it  rempwTHrtg  and  defini- 
tive. The  thing  I -.  dial  iked  was  the 
movie  Shine,  baaed  on  the  life  stray 
of  David  Helfgott,  the  unhinged 
concert  pianist  I found  it  saccha- 
rine axri  manipulative. 

Alan  McOm 

Creation  Records  boss 
Highs:  Oasis  at  Aberdeen  SECC, 
the  ■ Howard  Hodgkin  exhibition, 
the  Spiritualized  LP,  the  Sensation 
exhibition.  Shine,  the  movie.  Kevin 
Shields  coming  back  to  musical  lift. 
Lows:  TV  soaps, -art  still  being 
regarded  as  a nudnHeclass  haven. 

LaatayOanrett 

Opera  singer 

This  has  been  a brilliant  year  for 
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The  Prodigy...  ‘a  shining  tight,’  says  Gary  Nnman 


obviously  his  picture,  but  at  the 
same  lime  it  is  the  book,  very  dose 
to  ray  plot.  Everyone's  a Utile  obta- 
in the  film  - the  characters  have 

been  around,  it’s  theu-  last  attempt 
to  seek  tiieir  fortune,  hit  it  tag.  Ram 
Grier  is  great  ftin  to  waten.  rve 
seen  nothing  bad  recently- 

Evriyndkmnfe 

cSe*rftiSnost  stimulating.^^ 
MG.  colourful  and  educational 
musical  events  I 
an  impromptu  concert  Sjwa  jj 
honour  by  a Chinese  traditional 
croup.  This  took  place  in  the  idyllic 
surroundings  of  Prince  Gong 
Gardens  In  Beijing  during 
mv  solo  concert  toar  in 
Chinn.  Tbc  event  was  a 
classic  example  of  how 
the  drum  can  be  the  link 

Ian  Holm... 'the  most 
moving  Lc**“  I“W 
ewer  seen/ 
according 
to  Chris 
Smith 


Sue  MacGregor 


-Riday  presenter  . 

I adored  the  Mhrfc  Moms  version  of 
Handel’s  TAHegro,  H Penseroso  Ed 
n Moderate  at  the  ENG'S  Coliseum 
In  June.  Astonishingly  this  was 
Morris’s  London  debut  1*0  cpmoir 
nation  of  Handel’s  sublime  music 
— the  Opera  orchestra,  chorus  and 
soloists  were  conducted  by  Jane 

Glover —and  the  interpretive  skills 

of  Morris's  wonderful  dance  com- 
pany bad  us  cheering  in foe  alsteft 

jtormtttwasthebestthlnglna 
■V  London  opera  houseall  yean I 
didn’t  acfogfly  hate  anything! 
saw  though  one  or  two 
evenings  at  the  theatre  were 

deeply  disappointing.  Much 

as  1 usually  enjoy  Shorn 
Gras  his  new  play 
Life  Support  cov- 
ered tired  old 


even  the 


list  with  my  husband  tills  year  and  ; 
have  seen  some  amazing  plays  I 
there..  Waiting  Fbr  Godot  was  a 
highlight-  The  relationship  between 
Ben  Kingsley  and  Alan  Howard  was  ■ 
phenomenal.  Rosie  Ash’s  Think ! 
Pink  at  the  Royal  Academy  Of 
Music  was  a wonderful  cabaret  i 


performance  She's  foe  most  ver- 
satile of  singers,  it  was  hysterical — 
a proper  cabaret  evening. 

Jude  Kelly 

Artistic  director,  West  Yorks  Playhouse 
Something  that  moved  me  this  year 
was  Mark  Morris's  l’AHegro  at  the 
Coliseum.  It  was  so  exuberant  and 
jxyfni  _ really  life-enhancing. 
Something  that  didn't  move  me  was 
Cherry  Orchard  at  Edinburgh, 
partly  because  I was  In  awe  of  his 
expertise,  ft  was  duriiHg  but  I 
couldn’t  griemoticnafty  hxvofeedL  I 
admired  it  tat  didn't  enjoy  it. 
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Chris  Hawkins  sees  a performance  of  raw  courage  win  the  day  in  the  King  George  VI  Chase  at  Kempton  Park 

See  More  too  strong  at  business  end 


Indian  Tracker 

the  Pipe  ace  in 

Welsh  National 


SEE  MORE  BUSINESS, 
originally  rejected  be- 
cause be  was  too  ■, 
email,  was  big  enough 
to  do  the  business  at  Kempton 
Park  yesterday  when  he  won 
the  Pertemps  King  George  VI 
Chase  after  looking  certain  to 
he  beaten  at  the  last. 

It  was  strength  of  character 
which  decided  the  issue. 
Challenger  du  Luc  was  up- 1 
sides  and  still  on  the  bit  com- 
ing to  the  Dual  fence  but  the 
blinkers  betrayed  his  fatal  | 
weakness  and  he  surrendered 
on  the  run-in  to  be  beaten  two 
lengths. 

Rough  Quest  was  ten 
lengths  away  third  followed 
by  Suny  Bay  with  One  Man 
trailing  in  fifth,  beaten  a dis- 
tance, after  stopping  as  If  shot 
between  the  final  two  fences. 

The  testing  conditions  were 
ideal  for  See  More  Business, 
backed  from  14-1  to  10-1,  but 
all  against  One  Man,  who 
drifted  from  7-4  to  9-4. 

Andrew  Thornton  went  to 
the  front  after  jumping  four 
out  on  See  More  Business 
and.  sensibly  ignoring  the 
pleas  of  Graham  Bradley,  rid- 
ing a struggling  Suny  Bay,  to 
go  steady,  stepped  up  the 
pace. 

It  was  a move  that  meant 
Richard  Dun  woody  on  One 
Man.  attempting  a hat-trick 
in  the  race,  had  to  use  up  a 
little  more  of  his  precious  pet- 
rol than  he  wanted  and  from 
cruising  at  the  third  last  the 
needle  suddenly  swung  over 
to  empty  and  the  engine  pe- 
tered out 

Challenger  du  Luc  had  not 
been  shaken  off,  however.  It 
would  not  be  exaggerating  to 
say  that  Tony  McCoy  had  a 
double  handful  at  the  last  but, 
knowing  how  this  horse  can 
chuck  away  races,  he  took  a 
pull  after  the  momentum  of 
his  leap  took  him  a head  in 
front 

He  did  not  “go"  for  his 
mount  until  100  yards  out  but 
by  then  it  was  too  late  — 
Thornton,  having  no  need  of 
the  softly-softly  approach, 
had  the  race  buttoned-up. 

A grateful  Thornton 
pointed  out  that  this  was  a 
spare  ride:  “See  More  Busi- 
ness is  Timmy  Murphy's  ride 
but  he's  sitting  at  home  sus- 
pended. It's  one  of  those 
things  — you've  got  to  make 
the  most  of  a spare. 

'T  gave  him  a chance  by 
taking  him  to  the  outside  to 
give  him  plenty  of  light  and 
he  gradually  warmed  to  it. 
The  idea  was  to  be  there  turn- 
ing in  hut  I was  there  six  out 
and  coming  to  the  fourth  last 
I thought  we  might  as  well 
wind  It  up. 

"Going  to  the  last  I could 
see  a blinkered  head  but  I al- 
ways knew  ray  horse  would 
stay  on." 

See  More  Business  Is 
trained  near  Shepton  Mallet 
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Ron  Cox 

p^ARBLY  can  a race 
I— < have  been  more  aptly 

I 1 named.  The  Rehearsal 
Chase,  run  at  Chepstow 
three  weeks  ago.  proved  the 
stepping  stone  to  Sing 
George  success  for  See 
More  Business  yesterday, 
and  back  at  Chepstow 
today  Indian  Tracker,  the 
four  lengths  runner-np, 
rfinniri  be  toned  op  for  his 
agcanit  on  the  Coral  Welsh 
NationaL 

One  of  four  runners  in 
the  marathon  chase  for 
Martin  Pipe,  who . has 
trained  five  of  the  last  six 
whiners  of  the  race  when  It 
has  been  ran  at  Chepstow 
— it  was  re-routed  to  New- 
bury in  1994  — Indian 
Trader  Is  a sound  Jumper 
who  will  relish  the  testing 
conditions  underfoot. 

Amazingly,  he  was  hav- 
ing only  his  fourth  run  over 
fences  when  second  to  See 
More  Business  here  when 
he  led  until  overhauled  by 
the  winner  two  out  and 
kept  cm  weU  to  finish  eight 

longfim  (dear  of  Banjo,  who 
never  really  recovered 
from  a bad  mistake  at  the 

ninth. 

Indian  Tracker’s  only 
poor  effort  so  for  came  on 
fost  ground  at  last  season’s 
Cheltenham  Festival.  He 
was  sent  straight  from 
bnmper  races  to  novice 
chases,  winning  well  at 
Hereford  and  then  finish- 
ing second  to  Tennessee 
Twist  at  Chepstow,  again 
well  clear  of  the  third 
horse.  Baronet 

Baronet  went  on  to  finish 
a close  third  behind  Bel- 
mont King  and  Samlee  in 
the  Scottish  National,  sug- 
gesting Indian  Tracker  Is 
nicely  handicapped,  at  pres- 
ent Given  his  lightly-raced 
record,  he  is  surely  capable 
of  farther  improvement 

Cyhorgo,  whose  only  de- 
feat over  fences  last  season 
came  on  unsuitable  ground 


in  the  Gold  Cup,  goes  well 
fresh  and  lack  of  a recent 
ran  need  not  count  against 

litm. 

Pipe  has  made  no  secret 
of  the  fact  that  this  hM 
been  Cyborgo’s  first  main 

target  of  the  season,  hot 

with  list  lSlb  to  carry  over 
such  a demanding  course 

the  seven-year-old  may 
struggle  to  give  weight  to 
some  of  these. 

Evangelic*  and  Dom  Sa- 
monral  complete  the  Pipe 
onslaught  and  the  latter  is 
well  worth  a close  look.  A 
French  Import,  he  has 
♦aiwn  time  to  find  bis  farm 
hut  could  be  very  well  in. 

Last  month’s  Haydock 
second  to  Him  Of  Praise 
was  a sound  effort,  and 
Bom  Samourai  has  since 
won  well  here  when  he  had 
Giventime  12  lengths  back 
in  fourth. 

Given  time  has  claims  on 
his  best  form,  which  in- 
cludes a verdict  over  Bel- 
mont King  over  three  and  a 
quarter  miles  here  in 
March.  Cariboo  Gold  is  also 
Interesting  following  a 
pipe-opener  at  Lingfield. 
bat  arnmig  the  other  mar- 
ket leaders  Bells  Life  does 
not  appeal  as  an  out-and- 
out  stayer. 

Indian  Tracker  (1.55)  and 
Dom  Samourai  can  main- 
tain Pipe's  stranglehold, 
with  Giventime  best  of  the 
remainder. 

Champleve  (12.20)  and 
Ralnwatch  (1.20),  both 
partnered  by  Tony  McCoy, 
look  other  likely  Pipe  win- 
ners. McCoy  can  also  score 
on  the  Venetia  Williams- 
trained  Sparkling  Cone 
(12.50),  who  looks  very  well 
handicapped. 

At  Kempton,  Sanmartlno 
(2.20)  can  make  Ids  fitness 

tell  against  Shadow  Leader 
in  the  Pertemps  Christmas 
Hurdle.  Soft  ground  may 
not  be  ideal  for  Samnar- 
ticno.  but  be  coped  well 
gnnngti  with  similar  condi- 
tions when  trouncing  Pm 
Supposin  at  Newbury. 


Seeing  is  believing.  ..See  More  Business  (left)  rallies  to  see  off  Challenger  Dn  Luc  on  the  nm  to  the  line  in  the  King  George  photograph:  foamk  baron 


by  Paul  Nicholls  who  now  has 
the  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  as 
the  major  objective. 

"If  the  ground  is  soft  at 
Cheltenham  I can’t  wait  to  see 
him  run  up  that  hill.”  said  NT 
cholls.  "I  wouldn't  be  worried 
ifhe  doesn’t  have  a run  before 
Cheltenham  as  he  goes  well 
fresh.  But  one  thing’s  pretty 
certain  — Timmy  Murphy 
will  ride  him.  He’s  done  foe 
horse  a power  of  good  and 
schooled  him  on  Christmas 
Eve.” 

See  More  Business  is  a best- 
priced  12-1  with  all  foe  major 
bookmakers  bar  Coral  who 
have  him  7-1  second  favour- 
ite. Ladbrokes  cut  Dorans 


Pride,  twice  foe  conqueror  cf 
See  More  Business  last  sea- 
son, to  4-1  favourite  from  8-2. 

Paul  Barber,  joint-owner 
with  John  Keighley,  a char- 
tered accountant,  who  runs 
an  engineering  business  in 
Sherborne,  did  not  like  foe 
look  of  See  More  Business 
when  be  was  first  bought  by 
his  brother  Richard  for 
5,800gns. 

“I  thought  he  was  too  small 
and  I didn’t  want  him  but 
after  he  started  winning 
point-tn  points  I changed  my 
mind  and  had  to  buy  him  for 
a lot  more  money  although 
I'm  not  saying  how  much,” 
commented  Barber. 


Challenger  du  Luc  has  now 
finished  second  in  his  last 
four  races  but  has  won  place- 
money  of  over  £50,000  in  his 
career  and  Martin  Pipe,  his 
trainer,  says  he  wishes  be 
had  a few  more  like  him  al- 
though he  is  clearly  intent  on 
being  kind. 

Rough  Quest  ran  a good 
race  in  third  considering  he 
did  not  eat  up  overnight  and 
trainer  Terry  Casey  was  in 
two  minds  whether  to  run 
him.  Staying  is  his  game  and 
he  will  be  much  better  suited 
by  the  three  and  a quarter 
miles  of  the  Gold  Cup  for 
which  he  is  a top  priced  16-1. 

Suny  Bay,  who  had  beaten 


See  More  Business  at  Hay- 
dock  last  month,  ran  disap- 
pointingly and  a frustrated 
Charlie  Brooks  commented: 
“My  horses  are  just  not  right 
at  foe  moment  — I can’t  put 
my  finger  on  it” 

As  for  One  Man,  he  was. 
sadly  exposed  as  a talented 
but  brittle  performer  short  on 
stamina  or  guts.  Apparently 
when  it  starts  to  hurt  he  just 
throws  in  foe  toweL  Perhaps 
there  is  a physical  explana- 
tion but  if  not  he  must  be  la- 
belled faint-hearted. 

Francois  Doumen,  with 
four  King  Georges  to  his 
name,  has  foe  midas  touch  at 
Kempton  and  proved  it  again 


by  saddling  FHntnnte,  ridden 
by  his  son  Thierry,  to  win  foe 
opening  Pertemps  Catering 
Novice  Hurdle. 

Erintante  was  the  only  one 
galloping  at  the  end  and  there 
were  some  abysmal  efforts  no- 
tably by  the  odds-on  favourite 
Zaralasfca,  .pttBedup  before 
the  last 

A grim  David  Nicholson 
was  at  a loss  to  explain  Zara- 
laska’s  poor  run  and  then  saw 
Forest  Ivory  run  second  in 
the  Fetfham  Novice  Chase  to 
Fiddling  The  Facts,  the  first 
leg  of  a double  for  trainer 
Nicky  Henderson  and  jockey 
Mick  Fitzgerald,  later  suc- 
cessful with  Serenus. 


Barber  takes  a cut  at  Sheikh 

PAUL  BARBER  had  some  I then  get  out,”  said  Barber, 
strong  advice  for  Sheikh  1 who  is  interested  only  in 


rstrong  advice  for  Sheikh 
Mohammed  after  his  See 
More  Business  had  won  yes- 
terday’s big  race  at  Kempton. 
writes  Chris  Hawkins. 

■ The  VSheDtfr'  sparked  a 
major  controversy  in  his 
Gimcrack  speech  when  be- 
moaning abysmal  prizemoney 
levels  in  this  country,  and 
threatening  to  dose  down  his 
rach%  operation  if  there  is  no 
significant  improvement- 
's would  tell  him  to  come 
racing  for  the  flm  of  it  not 
treat  it  as  a business.  If  you 
don’t  like  the  prizemoney 


then  get  out”  said  Barber, 
who  is  interested  only  In 
jumping,  the  Txxjt  relation" 
of  foe  racing  game. 

Barber  added:  "If  your 
hobby  is  shooting,  golf  or  foot- 
ball yon  don’t  g»t  any  prize- 
money  — you  pay  for  foe 
privilege.  If  you  put  money 
into  horses  that’s  your  deci- 
sion and  you  can  only  expect 
to  say  goddbye  to  it 

Tve  got  10  partnership 
horses  and  get  as  much  plea- 
sure out  of  winning  point-to- 
points  worth  £100  as  I do  out 
of  foe  big  races.  Money  is  not 
what  its  all  about.” 


Kempton  Jackpot  programme  with  form  guide 


| Chepstow  televised  seven-race  meeting 


MM  COX 


Roal  Estate 
Stcv  Tactics  (Mb) 
HuRfcans  Lamp 
Sawwartao 
CM  0a  Brim 
Royal  Pipar 


TOP 


Real  Estate 
Stow  Tactics 
HomeaaeLamp 
Sarewtiuo 

Oatis  Regrets 

StouasrSpal 


Bat.  raOvi  ."Jufp.  rtghRuided  track  o!  1m5l  «m  175*ds  navh. 

Going:  Soft.  Good  to  Salt  w oboes.  * Denote;  MHeis. 

Long  dUau  tramBau.  Secret  Scrttx  (335),  C R BdnwH  D non.  W arias:  Am&i 
n Jt>)  & OtswiiQ  Lid  (2.551.  P J Hobbs.  Somerset,  155  rnttaa;  Fat&te  D2.40J  & Running  de 
Censv  ll-40>.  M Ppo,  Down.  153  mdes 

Sewn  day  aftnars:  None. 

Btitomd  tint  ti*K  None.  Vtemfc  None. 

Fauns  in  UracttB  otter  horse's  name  denote  days  since  tea  outing.  Fflat 
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^of  Fred  Perry  s pre-war  feats  was  emulated  at  last  summer’s  US  Open.  Stephen  Bietley  continues  our  series  on  athletes  who  enjoyed  or  endured  a watershed  1 2 months 

The  year  British  tennis  finally  made  a return 


at  Sheik' 


EVEN  as  the  decep- 
tively simple  phrase 
"the  first  British 
player  to  reach  the 
US  Open  final  since 
Fred  Perry  in  1936"  was  being 
written  in  New  York  last 
September,  the  actual  tower- 
ing achievement  of  Greg  Ru- 
sedski was  almost  impossible 
to  pot  into  immediate,  let 
alone  historical,  perspective 
because  of  the  death  and  fu- 
neral of  Princess  Diana. 

It  has  only  been  daring  the 
. past  few  weeks,  perhaps. when 
a whole  string  of  thoroughly 
merited  awards  has  come  Ru- 
sedski’s way.  Including  the 
BBC  Sports  Personality  of  the 
Year,  that  it  has  become  poss- 
ible to  gauge  his  achievement 
properly  and  to  realise  just 
bow  indelibly  it  had  regis- 
tered with  the.  public. 

“What  Greg  has  done  is  to  , 
give  everybody  else  within 
British  tennis  die  expectation  i 
of  what  is  possible,"  said 
John  Barrett,  the  doyen  of  the 
BBC  commentary  box. 

. “If  anybody  had  said  12 
months  ago  that  we  would 
have  a player  in  a Grand 
glam  final,  he  or  she  would 
have  needed  their  bead  exam- 
ined. Now  the  possibilities 
are  limitless. 

“It  had  dawned  on  me  when 
Greg  beat  Michael  Chang  and 
Andre  Agassi  back-to-back  in 
the  San  Jose  tournament  in 
February  this  year  that  he 
must  have  made  a tremen- 
dous improvement  but  no- 
body was  prepared  for  what 
happened  at  the  US  Open." 

Not  least  Rusedski.  He  had 
played  there  three  times  pre- 
viously and  lost  in  the  first 
round  on  each  occasion.  The 
British  No.  1 hated  the  place. 
It  fed  his  worst  insecurities, 
while  the  American  players, 
including  Pete  Sampras,  con- 
stantly questioned  his  switch 
in  1995  from  Canada  to  Brit- 
ain. The  ribbing  may  have 
been  playful  but  it  rankled. 

But  what  everybody  has 
learned  this  year  is  that  be- 
hind the  Rusedski  smile  lies  a 
will  of  steel  and  an  implaca- 
ble determination  to  succeed. 

His  first  opponent  at  this 
year’s  US  Open  was  David 
Wheaton,  and  many  believed 
the  American  might  be  his 
last.  “In  feet  1 bad  dismissed 
Wheaton.”  said  Barrett  “I 
saw  it  as  a pretty  good  draw 
for  Greg."  And  he  was  abso- 
lutely right 

It  was  the  manner  of  Ru- 
sedski's 6-2,  6-3,  6-3  victory 
that  was  so  impressive^ Some 
of  his  running  forehands 
down  the  line  were  simply 
stunning,  while  his  volleys 
were  tighter  and  crisper  than 
anyone  could  remember,  in- 
cluding Barrett 
“Greg  had  always  seemed 
to  me  to  be  slightly  inflexible 
and  unable  to  play  touch 
cuve  brunsmll  shots  or  angled  volleys.  Now, 
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Lift-off  at  Plashing  Meadow . . . Greg  Rusedski  shows  the  Grand  Slam  form  with  which  he  and  TSm  Henman  revitalised  the  British  game 


suddenly,  they  were  all  there. 
He  had  worked  and  worked 
with  Brian  Teacher  to  im- 
prove his  game,  and  here  was 
the  positive  proof," 

South  Africa's  Marcos  On- 
druska  and  Germany's  Jens 
Knlppschfld  were  the  next  to 
fell  and  then,  in  the  fourth 
round,  the  Czech  Daniel 
Vacek. 

Rusedski  had  reached  the 
quarter-finals  at  Wimbledon 
before  losing  disappointingly 
to  France’s  Cedric  Pi  aline, 
the  eventual  beaten  finalist 
His  opponent  at  the  gamo 
stage  at  Flushing  Meadow 
was  Richard  Krajicek,  the 
huge-serving  Dutchman. 

It  was  no  contest  In  swirl- 
ing winds  on  the  new  and  vast 
Arthur  Ashe  Court  Rusedski 


hard,  the  possession  of  a first- 
class  shot  [his  serve]  and  the 
determination  to  add  things 
to  his  game,"  said  Barrett. 
“And  he  has  done  it  all  with 
relative  weaknesses,  done  it 
despite  these  weaknesses,  and 
striven  tremendously  hard  to 
improve  himself.” 

The  success  of  both  Ru- 
sedski and  Tim  Henman  is  in- 
calculable. It  would  be  wish- 
ful thinking  to  suppose  that 
British  tennis  is  about  to  wit- 
ness a full-blown  interna- 
tional revival,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  now  a real 
feelgood  factor  within  the 
sport. 

"I  first  saw  this  two  years 
ago  at  the  Nationals  [the  Brit- 
ish closed  championships]  at 
Telford  when  Greg'  was  sign- 


New  York  is  the  city  that 
never  sleeps.  If  Rusedski  did 
manage  to  sleep  before 
leaving  here  on  Concorde,  it 
is  doubtful  whether  he  could 
have  had  a dream  more 
improbable  than  his  true-life 
experience  of 
the  past  fortnight 

David  Powell,  The  Times 


won  7-5,  7-6,  7-6.  ‘It  was  then 
I remember  thinking  ‘My 
God.  he  could  win  the  whole 
thing*,"  said  Barrett 

“In  feet  he  didn't  play  all 
that  well  against  Jonas  Bjork- 
man  in  the  semi-final,  but 
once  again  he  showed  tremen- 
dous fighting  spirit  And,  you 
know,  when  Greg  took  the 
third  set  in  the  final  against 
Fat  Rafter  1 really  felt  he 
might  have  won  the  title.  It 
was  very,  very  close.” 

Rafter,  the  hugely  likeable 
Australian,  won  6-3,  6-2.  4-6, 
7-5,  leaving  Rusedski,  who 
had  suffered  a nasty  throat  in- 
fection during  the  latter 
stages  of  the  tournament  to 
express  husky  expectations  of 
more  Grand  Slam  finals  and 
an  ultimate  victory. 

"Greg  is  a wonderful  exam- 
ple of  what  can  be  achieved 
through  ambition,  a willing- 
ness to  work  exceptionally 


ing  autographs  and  talking  to 
the  kids.  The  whole  place  was 
buzzing  and  he  was  like  the 
Pied  Piper.”  added  Barrett 
“We  have  all  seen  how  the 
gamp  hag  changed  now  that 
we  have  got  a couple  of  guys 
who  can  play  a bit" 

The  rivalry  between  Ru- 
sedski and  Henman  is  per- 
haps the  greatest  driving 
force  of  alt  for  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  long  fellow’s 
run  to  the  US  Open  final 
stung  Henman  hugely. 

"For  a set-and-a-half 
against  Sampras  in  the  Grand 
Slam  Cup  semi-final  Greg  was 
the  best  player  in  the  world.” 
added  Barrett 
It  has  been  a remarkable 
year  for  British  tennis,  al- 
though even  now  Rusedski's 
run  to  the  US  Open  final 
requires  the  occasional  pinch. 
“Tnily  magnificent,”  said 
Barrett  It  was. 


Leicester  card 


Wetherby  programme 
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Ca  4-10-12 =HJae  = 


14  />HASRY  WHARTON  WWCE  HAIOtCAP  CHASE 

■OV2m  At  110yds  £3,602  (6  dedaretfl 


7 »Bri1l5BS»WJI!ta|t.JO-12 W 

« ^ ~ - 
•Uo  4-1  Ck MW  rw.r-givaiHfcjHM[AW  1 7-1  ***' Irt<r‘ 

ifrTKfcwj  nnocc.  ugopyc  6*""*.  »-i  »»r Lawr- 

A /VfTQl^WJVKXHAffilCAPCKASE 

ktfllDnmir  £4.500  (5  declared) 

i atrai  ta> mSriMO-iyo' no tm*  w 


T fMMBt 5-11-10 L Wia*eB 

u*  bast*  0-1 1-7 ■ Janos  M 


SSma  MO-13 

M J JMaan  5-4IM2 . 


4EU*  OganfaeMWOBnawe-10-11 

3R0B/Z  Bra^MOr  Boy  (41)  B Hammord  9-70-9 

2-1  Dm  Maori,  11-4  Wnsfer  Gtaj.  7-3  Dost  Btcm.  7-1  tMyi  Gbob,  I 


g%  IIARSTON  HAMUCAP  HUIDLE 

&aUV2m  7T  £4,903  (8  dedared) 

1 2111/2  nwtawijrtia»w8w*f  7-ivn 

2 1211 0 Ha  at  TtaftpOTJ  Tmw  5-1V8 

3 OD-12  Cmp^OT  tenrand  6-11-0 

4 2M30-BW7BwC5t)TlB«W^» 

5 62114.  — - 

3 FCia  uaal  CsckM  pw  J Ftaatj  JtfCKD  3-10-9 

7 10456  MtfaeCMlMWm Ifa Mlfaafae-HW- 

I TVSO  l«faW  mptfikiHIlp  G4M 
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Mr  Bar.  8-1  (kw< 


.BMcGndhn  « 

—tSSSA 

U wttr  M 

5 


aa= 

»BSBMjBjgKi-====n53f*  s- 


7 13456  »faCni|pnWMItalq|.1M — • 

B 21-330  Bill— ifarfCTI  W tfaiH  MattS-IM C Iktasaek  fl 

Mte  « pm  14  Canrtn. « Mbs.  6-1  In  * He  lug  Da*n9v.  8-1 » lie  Caowi 
ggtlWUMttdM 

A 4 KGA5T1XFDRD  CHASE 

MD2DI  £18,040  p dsdared) 

2 as  gaiBiaiBaai.-HHi 


aim  K 

«*«  87 

5dm,  10-1 


31-366  DoauWM  « (OT  JH»d  Jdwo.  8-tVtt A SfiWI 

35-122  Wfae  FfcoW^WDWjBW  »-n-10 « ^ 

SB2M  UrfOewriP)  TO  Jttafce  2-1M-V- »,»2 

23-313  W&oWndBaMWJf*^*10-1^0 L*w 

U-3  M 1<a.  e-4  (Ms  ftp*.  M lad  Omat  VM  ban  lla  FA !«  N*s  UWn. 


am  >fau  i.’-l  fatendi  

3 4 HANCOCK HAifflKAPWW^E 

■ I {/2m 41 110yds £4.120  pdedared)  __  _#B^1  _ 

, 'ITU'  tad  owns  ta«dad7-lM  ~ — ~~~  fMdnM 

! sa  f=====zSz  “ 

? oSB twSffiiHo — — uisrSi  •* 
» ,wMl  7 “ — ■ ° j h ® 

,.13^  >1 1^11^5-1  


A /\CAPFUETMROBUK  novice  chase 

OaVDam  If  £3,578  {7  declared) 


JJ22TS  MlilinGaa 

SS5U& 


nm  nj  fwbboi  s-n-s * “5 [•* 

ttan&O  Brawn  3-1T-0 “ 

hr  GoU  cai  6 FUock  9-ri-0 l ftrtw  IB 

Again  OS  p)  0 NUafan  6-11-0 ^ h — 

J Ciinpin  71 

S3 S TZTTT^  S 


Mni  ft— 10  SUM  ffB.  MM  lie  Cod.  1M  fe*  8-1  San  fatt K.  13-1  EibmSBM  0w 

TT»  Cant),  31-1  Sfi  Ftuao.  


gm  m^6AI10WTBSHAH0H»P»A«^ 

3^Kl2m  £2.987  IB  declar^ PWann^ 

i Him " fK  - 

* -I®  5 

4 454P1  0«W»adneg4  PHOT  — — , p>  31 

8 EGPfl  ^Ij  oHni,  IW  &*»  »dfc  8-1  W 

JSTm  HrtMKdtfft 


MMi.Mg 


0%  era  fffiAHHAII  NOVICE  HAIOHCAP  HURDLE 
0B0D&n£2,898  fiO  dechreC? 

< 451  na  UnhtDd  TO  p»H  May  4-B4)  — 

2 32-6  mm  woii.OT  M faonwl  4-11-8 

03164  a*rtfaiic«r  


■ J np  PI  w 

wife  m — 
--  J > bnuea  ~ 


0241  un 

0U244  «m 


m HHJRAWd  6-1M 

S>  (iq  A TW(1 4-71-1  _ 

jlnan  4-asio 

Mu  4-70-5 

(SSbAB-W-5 


LSfa  S 


-Finer®  •• 
-Chtin  is 


(FMB  S3 

S Mroi  SSTCtSfPBedBMnl-aWit-tlW) «R*S  S 

5,  SS  JSSm!  ffi 7-18-0 L «■  W 

— 3.T  1TB  -aa  B-2  0»  Db  Uai.  8-1  T*fe  7-1  Ftw-8  MAfc,  OM  ttg.  tey  &V.  8-1 

mbnftLSoUBilUL 


KEMPTOH 

1X40  (M  Hdtk  1,  BOWTANTE,  Ur  T 
Don  men  (9-1);  2,  anur  Oftar  p-m  *, 
flmtro  (13-2).  4-6  lev  Zvalaaka.  7 ran. 
72.  ho.  re  Douman.  Fr.)  Tow  E13JXJ:  040 
£140.  Oh  £53.40  CSF:  £57.44. 

1 -to  (In  Ckk  1 , FIDOUUO  THE  facts, 
U A Ftnrgaraid  (5-2);  X,  Forest  Ivory  (8-4 
tav);  3,  Ottawa  (4-1).  6 rap  8. 8.  (N  Honrtor- 
aoo)  Totm  £3.00;  £1^a  C230.  Dual  F:  £4.20. 
CSF:  C7£4.  NR;  BonoVS  Moor 
1M  CZn  IM*7  1,  mSNUS,  U A FttZ- 

germld  (1V-4  JWav);  2,  TMn  (71-4  |M 

MV}:  a,  KtapatoW  PM  (17-2).  7 ran.  2H  JR 

(N  Henderson)  Tote:  E3.40;  £2.10,  £2.10. 

Dual  F;  £420.  CSF:  £8ja  Trlcasr  £3224. 
Wt  maw  Mw  Sister. 

t20(amcti>  i.aguoMWiiBi  i, 
A Thomton  (10-1):  2.  CtfOiH9«r  Mi  Lac  ; 
(73-1);  a,  Ro-ab  Oowt  (lv-2).  9-4  IHw 
One  Man.  Sunny  Bay.  8 ran.  2.  10.  (P  NF  | 
choa»]  Tote:  EiDwriOT,  £230,  D^a  Dual  1 
F:  £3360.  Trio:  ESBOO.  CSF.  £725.43  Ml: 
YortebbvGala. 

XM (Im OQil,  KAtMSmOF,  A Tbom- 
ton  (9-4);  X,  Ukm  KmXm  18-4  fav);  a, 
ZafcacB  (5-1).  S ran.  A 77.  (R  Oddn)  Tote: 
£3 60;  CI^O.  £120.  Dual  F:C76a  CSF:  £5.82 
NR:  baamwgtc. 

3-2B  (3re  1 1 0yds  Kdte):  1,  HAIU!  DCR- 
MMO,  C Uawadyn  (8-1);  2,  Toby  Brnn 
(5-1):  3,  Dacyfacrg  (11-1).  5-4  tav  FrtenO- 
ahtp.  6 ran.  3 dlat.  (N  T«Mon-Daviea)  Tote: 

- £1160;  £820  £200  Dual  F:  £24.40.  CSF: 

rwn  vi 

JACKTOn  C5B.41 3 £71 .312  carried  over 
PiACePOTl  C03210.  QUADPOTl  £60.70. 


(7-2):  X,  Mar  (10-1).  3-1  fav  NaugWy 
Fiaum.  7 ran.  3 B.  (Mrs  J Storey)  Tote:  £380: 
£3.10,  £1.70  Dual  P.E760.  CSF:  £14.71. 


HEREFORD 

I 12-3S  (2n  3f  lldytfa  HiSa>  1,  SHORE 
; PARTY,  T Jenla  (11-4  tav):  a.  Bandar  Bay 
: (1W);  a,  Saras  NW«  (5-1).  13  ran.  4. 9. 

1 (NTWteton-DavlariTow:  £430:  £2.10  C120. 

. £240.  Dual  F;  COSO  CSF:  £1828.  NR:  Gat 
lant  Tatty.  Oyatar  DeNght  Wastem  Sun. 

1216  (2w  Sf  IlOyda  Htea>i  t,nn  VBe 
LAOS  WAY,  S wynfio  (5-8  tav);  a,  I Mali 
fan!  (30-1);  S.  MSoa  (33-1).  14  ran.  21.  IX 
(Mbs  Venetla  wiiubto)  Tosk  52.70;  £7  JO, 
£300,  £343  Dual  F:  £2243  CSF;  £2524.  NR: 
Draim  King.  Mr  LembrtnL 
us(KaifiiM)iflnAmian3j 
R Kavanagh  (5-3  lav);  9,  St  Wsteaa  LM- 
■n  (fi-1): »,  Jteal  Par  A Roun  (W).  t 
ran,  6.  X (WTunwr)  Tote:  C3 20:  £1 J3  £320. 
Dual  R £14.70.  CSF:  £14  SO.  Tricast  £7024. 
NR;  Th*  ChaeM  Baron. 

306  (M  3f  Cfc>  1,  araomw,  J dAMy 

SI);  2,  CaoR  Say  (9-2);  3,  Tlw  Creefcad  . 

It  (10-1).  3-4  lav  Raprael  Baiba.  8 ran. 
3 SO-  (Mba  H Knight)  Tote;  £3.73  £723 
£1 23  BL93  Dual  ft  £4.60.  CSF:  CT7^6. 
TrlMSC  £11311.  Wt  3upar  RlleJiart,  Way- 
farers Way. 

MS  (ten  at  IlOyda  Kdte):  1,  MOM 
LOW,  Mtaa  E J JORM  (10- Ih  2,  Cm M 

(2-7  ttv);  3,  Lord  ict.*ag—  (7-g).n  rar,.  9. 
4.  (1  JooeaiT:  £7520;  £303 £120. 0 jaDF: 
£2380.  CSF:  £309.  Trlcasr  £84.42.  tft 
Lime  Siraaf  Blues.  8ecret  QI3  Tlw  Brewer. 

XM  care  if  IlOyda  Ote  4,  HMPPM 
BUCK,  T Jaoks  (16-8  lav):  a,  Mnaaor 


drede  (14-1);  3,  Rrat  Hreveat  (18-1).  12 
ran.  Dol  S3  (N  Turtabn-DaviM)  Tote: 
£273  £1.73  £2.43  £220  Oual  F:  £3430. 
CSF:  £2733 

3-3S(2rn1f  Kdto):  1,  STUDIO  TlflRTY,  X 
Akzpuru  (3-1  fav);  *.  Dtatred  Storm  (7-3); 
3,  Mm  M Sons  (7-2).  10  ran.  7X  2 (R 
DteMn)  Tote:  £340:  El  33  £210.  £1 63  Dual 
F:  £230.  CSF!  £1066.  Triceat  £24.31.  NR: 
Don't  Tell  Ttan.  Mr  Goonlillly. 
H-ACUOT:C56  B0.  QUADPOTJE920. 

HUNTtNQDON 

1MO  Cte»  41  f fOyda  fa):  f,  MUSIC 
TNBRAPY,  J A McCarthy  (3-1):  2,  Hwto- 
«Ma  Cbaraa  (4-1);  2,  The  Toteaach  (5-2 
tav).  8 ran.  11.  3 (T  Foratar)  Tote:  C4.S0; 
£723  £160.  £160  Dual  F:  £1010  CSF: 
£1 342  NR:  Indi  Charroloru 

1- 00  (tea  4f  IlOyda  ChJ:  «,  OCCOLP, 
Midiaai  Brennan  (7-2);  s,  Wriapiai  (6-1); 
3,  OaraBaaoo  (3-1  tav).  10-ran.  IX  22.  (6 
Hubbard)  Tote:  £340:  £1.43  £1.63  Cl  60. 
Dual  F:  £300.  CSF:  £1865. 

160  (ten  H IlOyda  Hdv)  1,  ERNEST 
wmJMf,  Mtebae!  Brennan-  (7-4  tm*  X, 

(7-3).  13 ran.  14, IK  [O Hubbor^TotecOSO 
£1 .73  £860.  £160.  DF:  £6060.  CSF:  £8323 
Trieste  £24274.  m Sllghlfy  Sbectal. 

2- 00  (are  Of}:  1,  OCKAM  LEADER,  J F 
TUtoy  (4-1);  2,  Kara.— dan  (6-1):  3,  tOdb 
Urefa  (5-0).  2-1  lav  Gams  Lad.  7 ran.  IX 
dtSL  (Mrs  D Hatea)  Tote:  £563  £283  £3.43 
Dual  F:  £1360.  CSF:  E276B.  Tricaat  £87.18. 
IW:  ®acn  Sjatement.  Pavtova.  Some  Day 
Soon,  Wdi  No  Gin. 

060  (ten  XS  Ndte)l  1*  EDMONfa  RThom- 
ten  (6-4  lav);  X,  Wan  ay  Mi  Lad  (5-1):  3, 
Phyaiaal  IHre  (12-1).  16  ran.  14,  O (T 
Forster)  Tote:  £363  £163  £240,  £030  Dual 
F:  £980.  CSF:  £1340 

MO  (ten  IlOyda  Cfc>  1,  DAYS  OF 
THUNDER,  BOldord  (12-1):  teFunaMrie 
Brafka  (11-8  fav);  3,  ITfiainj  (7-2)  B ran. 
3 dlsL  (Mrs  S Odell)  Tola:  £11.70;  £320. 
£1^0.  Dual  F:  £863  CSF:  £2963  Tricaat 
06333  Ml:  Alcove.  Auburn  Boy. 

3.30  (In  IlOyda)!  1.  RUNNING 
WATMW  M Richards  (5-1):  X.  te  Tba  iron 
(5-1):  3,  Biaiy  v. ||—  (7-2  t*-tav).  7-2  fc-fnv 

HuBl  18  ran.  7. 7.  (P  Hodgar)  Tote'  £1280; 
£360.  £163  E27D.  Dual  F:  £7863  CSF' 
£3763  NR:  Jot  Specials 
moon  £21.70.  QUADPOTi  £12.70. 

MARKET  RASEN 

IfaJO  (ten  « IlOyda  Hdla)i  1,  TUDOR 
FALCON,  D Parker  (25-1);  % Ttererea 
Ortren  (8-4  fav);  3,  AM—  Sum  (7-2).  7 
fan.  7. 76.  (P  Bradley)  Torn:  £3340;  £863 
C1.70_  Dud  R £9630  CSF:  £00.17.  Tricaac 
£23861.  NR:  Brandon  Bridgs.  Oakbury. 
lJDO(3m  fioyi,  RASSENMAULY,  W 
Marstan  (9-4):  X.  Bterfcal  Oo—ip  (7-4  tev); 

3,  Baady  dee  Finds  (12-1).  8 ran.  7.  4. 
(Mis  P Sly)  Toe:  (363  £163  £163  £3-13 
Dual  R £260.  CSR  £762  Tricaat  £3865. 
Mt  Pawl's  Choice.  Slraric. 

<J5(4m  ir  CO*  T.  emoww,  W Wor- 

Olnsten  (3-1):  2,  Heater  Bastes  (4-1).  3, 
Pricwfa  Hfa  (7-4  lay)  S ran.  28.  dM.  (T 
Graathead)  Tola:  £463  Cl  .70.  £1 .70.  Dual  F: 
£760.  CSF:  £1562  Mt  Cafa  Run.  Wood- 
bndaGeniilre. 

AM  (ter  3f  IlOyda  Hda):  1,  COLOUR 


Dual  F:  £3.13  CSF:  £463  Mt  GdEBe  CraB. 

269  (ten  3f  IlOyite  Hd*y  1,  LETS  BE 


£1.80.  Dual  ft  £283  CSF:  £745  M*  Mar- 
chanlMlng. 

365  (ten  If  IlOyda  Chji  1,  TKJANO 
GOLD,  w Mamon  (8-11  tav):  X,  (ten  Vte- 
taoe{9-4);3,aieafca  (5-l).4ran.  lX»  (P 
Brad  Fey)  T:  Cl  63  DF:  £1 .73  CSF:  £280. 

335  (ten  Tf  IlOyda  Hte):  1,  BAH5R, 
14m  R Clark  (4-1);  2,  BBarii  (7-2J;  8k  Lord 
iteaRa  re-1).  9-4  lev  Sft0/e  Turns,  id  ran. 
X IX  (S  Clark}  Tote  £513  Cl  40.  £163 
Cl 60.  DR  £1063  CSR  £18.78.  ML  Carrolls 
Rock.  Foroel  Paris.  Kamtenlc.  Steam  On. 
tuew>a«,n  QUADFOT>CT763  , 

SEDOEF1ELD 

1.00  (3m  31  IlOyda  Hdfa  1,  BRBC- 
PAIAR  Supple  (10-11  lav);  3.  For  Cl  W at 


(7-4):  fa  Kafc—hda  (11-2).  7 ran.  2 30.  (L 
Lungo)  Tola:  12.13  Cl  .70,  £1.53  Dual  F: 
Cl  60.  CSF:  £265 

160  (3re  3f  Chk  1,  SBIHOfa  K Johnson 
(9-2  co-lav);  fa  Tudor  Fdre  (9-3  co-  lav); 
fa  lobby  Mndc  (8-1).  B-2  co4av  Dark  Oak. 
10  ran.  15  28.  (S  Bell)  Tote:  £4.00;  £1.83 
063  C160.  Dual  F:  £583  CSF.  £24.05. 
Tricast  045.77.  NR:  Rye  Cnwslno. 
faOO  (ha  M 0)1  1,  CHFPa  OUT,  C 
McCormack  (7-4  I Wav);  fa  CvWarnoy 
(86-1);  fa  Rtvor  Cfan—  (7-1).  7-4  )Wav 
Execute's  Design.  13  ran.  3.  SO.  |Marttn 
Todhuraar)  Touc  063  063  £1043  £163 
Dual  F:  £27563  CSF:  £187.75 
360 (tea  IlOyda Ctfel.NARME HAN, 
D Bentley  (3-1  c£Wsv);fa  ValdeRarea  (3-1 
co-lav);  fa  Ydpafa  (3-1  oo-fav).  6 ran.  5 
22.  (M  PaM)  Tale:  £4.43(2-13  £1.73  Dual  F: 
£7.00.  CSF:  0208.  Tricaat  £2563  NR:  Wl- 
drumrny  Cast!  a.  Shuhan.  Uk  Hyolane. 

3X0  (ZB  M 1 loyda  HdtaOi  1,  TOSMRM 
TALK,  C McCormack  (5W  lav);  fa  »»•* 
hdareal  18-1):  fa  TuyuCh— nHteaelnu 
(B-1).  1?  ran.  5,  It.  (B  Elllaon)  Tote:  £280: 
61.70.  £260.  063  Dual  F:  0580.  CSF: 
0669.  Trlcast  £8341. 

360  («m  If  HdMfai.  QUANGO.  Flashy 
(5-1):  fa  GanaraTa  Ordare  (7-D:  fa  Dta- 
raond  Baacfa  (9-2).  3-1  fav  Fatehalkhalr.  B 
ran.  26.  X (J  FitzGerald)  Tofe:  £763  £210. 
0.13  0.43  Dual  F:  C9.B3  CSF:  £21.82 
Tricast:  £77  51. 

PLACB*OrR£40  4O.  QUADPOTi  05.43 
WETHERBY 

1145  (ten  «f  IlOyda)!  1,  ARDENT 
SCOUT,  N Banda*  (11-1).  fa  Naaayar 
(15-1):  fa  Qhnhunar  (4-1).  7-4  tav  Joe 
Snaw.  13  ran.  & 4.  (Mra  S Smith)  Tote 
0860;  £363 £460. 0.83  DF:  08540.  Trio: 
05163  CSF:  OSB67.  TrtessC  C77064. 

1.1  S(3reCb)i1,HAM  IPRQOfa  RGorrrtxy 
(4-8  lav):  fa  Mr  Heart  (11-4);  fa  Ahte- 
Jaytere  (18-1).  4 ran.  19.  disL(M  Hammond) 
Tata:  0.73  Dual  F:  060.  CSF:  Q.7S.  NR: 
Kadastrof.  Shlnl  ng  Edge. 

■1.90  (Irelldlib1.mWH.libS  Do  rack 
(6-2);  fa  Harem  of  Dr.aree  (4-1);  fa  Ea- 
mreilil  (11-1).  8-4  fav  Dr  Bonac.  5 ran.  IX 
93  (S  Oolllnoa)  Tote*  £363  0.70.  0.73 
Dual  F:  £370.  CSF:  01.83  NR-  Kalb*. 
fa25  (3m  91  Ckk  4,  STRATH  ROYAL,  M 
Brennan  (3-1);  fa  Major  Bad  (9-2);  fa 
Spartcy  Gayfo  (9-4).  13-8  fav  Colonel  In 
CNel.  4 im  12  dtet  (O  Brennan)  T:  £360. 
DF: 00.03  CSF:  06  52  NR:  Avro  Anson. 
Z6B  (ten  «r  4 lOyda  Cb>i  9,  CU3IRRIAN 


Labany  (1 1-2);  fa  MortbMda  (18-1).  8 ran. 
5 3 (T  Easterly)  Tot«  O60f  £160.  SI  JSL 
DualR  Di40.CSftC8.71. 

3^38  (ten  HtBab  1,  JUdTM  MAC,  P Car- 
berry  (&-2J;  fa  Poreoby  L_a  (4-6  rav);  fa 

Hob  Ritei  aaa  (12-1).  15  ran.  X 24.  (J 
ntzGarsW)  Tote:  C463  0.73  0.43  £363 
Dual  F:  £3.13  Trio:  0063  CSF:  £563  NR:  , 
Ftorendno,  Lord  HaaUa. 

PLACRPOte  £41 .03  QUADPOTi  £1300. 

WIN  CANTON 

1260  (ten  Ml*  4,  POTTER  AGUUK,  R 
Johnson  (11-6  lav);  fa  Hartford  Ttea 
(12-1);  fa  ManHaRa  (8-1).  13  ran.  2 16.  (D 
Ncholsoti)  Tola:  £253  063  C463  £203 
Dual  P.E1663 Trio.  £4313  CSF:  0568. 

1JO  (tea  Ch>  1,  flOtHNS  PfdDfa  G Tor- 
may  (11-1);  fa  MeaMonb  (13-2);  fa  Tba 


•T:fc 


KEMPTON 

CHEPSTOW 

WETHERBY 

LEICESTER 


Ganat  Man  (9-1).  8-4  lav  Storm  Run.  8 ran 
3 4.  (C  Popham)  Tote:  03.10:  £260. 0.63 
£1.20.  Dual  F:  0160.  CSF:  EB8JI7.  Trlcnst 
£607.94. 

4J5  (2aa  5f  Ch):  1,  WAYWARD  WNG,  T 
Dascombe  (14-1);  fa  Northani  SbedMit 
(2-1);  fa  QWtei  lala  (15-8  lav).  8 ran.  (R 
Hodges)  Tote  .0860;  0.03  063  Dual  F: 
£1233  CSF:  C4371.  Non  Runner  Amtah. 
faRO  (8m  M Wb>  1,  BUCKH04JSE 
BOY,  R Johnson  (11-1);  fa  Nam  Stkred 
(100-30);  falaofa  Ffedtar  0-1  lav).  10  ran. 
Me.  7.  (D  Nicholson)  Tot*  £1033  £290. 
0.40.  £163  Dual  F:  £19.13  Tno:  C56C3 
CSF:  £45.17.  Tricasc  £729.17.  Mt  Amazon 
Express.  Mutanasdb,  Olympian,  Sharm. 
faOO  (tea  If  IlOyda  Cb>  4,  BRAVE 
mOHLAMDra,  P Hidn  (5-lj;  fa  Beware 
Baby  (100-30);  fa  Lbdoa  Rocks  (17-4 
M«v)  11-4  |Ha*  Ju&ara.  8 ran.  X IX  (J 
CtftonJ)  Tote:  E343-  £240.  £163  Dual  F: 
Cl  l AH  CSF:  0963  NR:  Suniey  Bay. 

360  (tel  Hte):  1,  CATSMPO,  A Bales 
113-8).  fa  Sane  M K rente  (20-1):  fa  Mr 
Darcy  15-2  lav).  B ran.  8.  X |Q  McCourt) 
Tote:  £860:  £240.  C5.40,  £160.  Dual  F: 
£88.13  Trio:  £10563  CSF:  £9967  Tricasc 
£35535.  Mb  Bet  WIRsMre,  Fabulous  Mloio. 
Mlltord  Sound.  Negative  Equity.  Welton 
AryanaL 

PUtCB»OT.CS320.  OU  ADPOTl  E8.B0. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

1.103  1,  DOUBLM-O,  J Quinn  (4-1  lav);  fa 

fteaaaay  Hope  (B-1);  fa  HUtea  Dretela 

0-2).  8 ran.  IX  1.  (W  Jarvta)  Tow  C4  BO: 

£223  £360.  £163  Dual  F:  £2763  CSF: 

E2S66.TricaacC94.74 

4.401 1,  AHLTYAT,  WRyan  [4-1):faOdrer 

Cbd,  (B-1).  fa  Paatea  (20-1)  10-  n fav 

FeylX  6 ran.  IX  X [J  Hilte)  Tow:  £433  £8  -a. 

£220.  Dual  F:  £1160  CSF:  £2578. 

2.1E<1,  TOUCHAHOWA,  J Qumn  (8-1):  fa 
Corea  out  vfdiutoe  (H-1):  fa  JuM  Far 
Tire  (1 VI).  VI  Jl-tav  Night  Auction  7 ran. 
2X  hd  (G  Uargarson)  Tote  £333  13  60. 
£460.  Dual  F:  £2563  Trio:  £4560.  CSF: 
£4327.  FioUcklng  (3-1)  wllhdrflwn  nol  under 
ordera.  Rule  4.  deduct  2Sp  In  C.  Slmsea 
(ion)  withdrawn.  Rule  X deduct  5p  In  3 
2jM  1,  RSDOUVTABLH.  A CulnSIW  0-1 
tev);  fa  Eastern  PiBribntr  (9-2);  3,  EBte 
Hope  (VI).  8 ran.  X W p Chaianan)  Tote: 
r«;  nr-  C193  £1.73  £1.63  Dual  F:  £1333 
CSF:  £16.11.  Tricasc  £51.11. 
a.  15: 1,  Mourn*  W Ryan  (4-11:  fa  Domo- 
ent  12-1  lav):  fa  Qyan^aPaaiert  (»-i>. 

9rajv.1S.3X  (Mrs  J Cecil)  Two:  UUO;  £1 -80. 
£1.40,  E460.DUOI  F:  £540.  Trkc  £3623  CSF: 
£10.42.  TrlBoet  £14662 
THP*  1,  Rex  MIMN,  A McCarthy  (6-4 
lev);  fa  Rad  PWrtere  (10-1):  fa  Steiey 
The  Klterey  (14-1).  S ran.  Mi.  3 IP  Evans) 
Tote:  £253  £113  £263  C233  Dual  F. 
£1210.  Trio.  £4160.  CSF:  £1335.  NR:  To- 

hafffl>jpyj_ 

320=  1,  COLDS  CfKHCfa  P Bradley 
(7-1);  fa  Mrera  Bay  (7-4  «8«):  fa  Xaao- 
afaoa  of  Cunaxa  (35-1).  11  ran.  1.  IX  (J 
Spooring)  Tota:  £760;  £203  C1.7IL  D 80 
Dual  F:  £11.30.  Trio-  £241.70.  CSF:  £2004. 
Tricaat  00164. 

AM  l.MAZBfa  A McCarthy  (9-4 lav);  fa 
Cbadfafgh  LanO(1&-1).fa  Duire^'tellri" 

(5-1 ).  9 ran.3t(PEvana)Tote.E5.10;  ©60. 
£1.73  £163  Dual  F;  £2360.  Trio:  £760.  CSF: 
£23.43.  Triceat  £9203  NR:  Principal  Boy. 
PUtCBNJTl  ES85  7D.  QUADPOTi  £37  10. 

RHiTOM  ABROY-Walariogged. 
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20  SPORTS  NEWS 


Rugby  Union 

Premiership  One 

Saracens  21,  Leicester22 


Stransky 

subdues 


Robert  Armstrong 


Leicester,  strong- 
willed  and  streetwise, 
restored  their  credibil- 
ity as  title  contenders 
with  a shrewdly-orchestrated 
victory  over  the  Premiership 
leaders  in  front  of  a record 
home  crowd  of  14^91  at  Vicar- 
age Road  yesterday.  Joel 
Stransky,  the  Tigers’  Spring- 
bok By-half;  ended  Saracens' 
100  per  cent  league  record 
with  a spectacular  80th-min- 
□te  drop  goal  that  left  Mm 
with  17  points  for  the 

afternoon. 

Saracens,  who  twice  fell  be- 
hind in  the  opening  hour,  ap- 
peared to  have  done  enough 
to  win  with  two  exciting  long- 
range  tries  In  the  final  15  mip- 
utes  by  Ryan  Constable  and 
Richard  Wallace  that  gave 
them  a five-point  lead.  De- 
spite the  setback,  Francois 
Pienaar's  ambitious  side  stQL 
lead  the  Premiership  by  two 
points  though  second-placed 
Newcastle,  who  have  two 
gamps  in  hand,  are  poised  to 
take  over  as  front-runners. 

“It  was  a fiery,  competitive 
game  and  luckily  no  one  was 
sent  o ft"  said  a disappointed 
Pienaar  afterwards.  "We 
didn't  win  enough  ban  from 
our  line-outs  — we  didn’t  do 
enough  to  win  the  game" 

The  referee  Ed  Morrison 
had  his  work  cat  out-to  keep 
track  of  numerous  acts  of  vio- 
lence: at  one  stage,  he  held  a 
lengthy  consultation  with  a 
touch  judge  before  issuing 
yellow  cards  to  the  England 
loricft,  Martin  Johnson  and 
Danny  Grewcock,  for 
brawling. 

When  the  respective  fly- 
halves , Stransky  and  Michael 
Lynagb  did  manage  to  release 
their  pacy  three-quarters 
players.  Wallace  and  Leices- 
ter’s Austin  Healey  tended  to 
show  their  opponents  a (dean 
pair  ctf  heels. 

In  the  first  quarter,  sea- 
sonal goodwill  was  conspicu- 
ous by  its  absence  as  for- 
wards from  both  sides  eye- 
balled  and  niggled  each  other 
like  playground  deliquents. 

An  early  exchange  of  penal- 
ty goals  between  Lynagh  and 
Stranksy  did  nothingrto  bring 
composure  to  an  overheated 
contest  and  cried  out  for  play- 
makers  willing  to  make  the 


bail  do  most  of  the  work.  Play- 
era  knocking  on  or  standing 
offside  allowed  the  respective 
goal  kickers  to  land  another 
penalty  apiece  midway 
through  the  half  qnd  Lynagh 
dropped  a crisp  30-metre  goal 
from  quick  ruck  baXL  on  the 
half-hour. 

■ Leicester  stepped  up  the 
pace  within  seconds  of  the 
restart  and  when  Pienaar  de- 
tached early  from  a scram  in- 
side the  Saracens'  22, 
Stransky  levelled  the  scores 
with  a short  penalty.  That 
was  the  signal  for  a far  more 
cohesive  onslaught  by  Leices- 
ter, whose  new-found  cutting 
edge  was  rewarded  with  a 
SStttminute  try  by  Fritz  Van 
Heerden. 

Stransky  cleverly  tested 
Sarrles'  defence  with  a teas- 
ing high  kick  into  the  right 
corner.  Showing  a nice  sense 
of  timing,  the  Tigers'  big 
South  African  lock  peeled 
away  from  a ruck  at  the  criti- 
cal moment,  catching  the 
hosts  by  surprise  as  he  ram- 
bled over. 

However,  Saracens  sud- 
denly began  to  move  the  ball 

wide  with  renewed  urgency, 
something  they  had  failed  to 
do  most  of  the  afternoon. 
With  13  minutes  left,  the  Aus- 
tralian centre  Constable  ac- 
cepted a slick  pass  from  Lyn- 
agh before  setting  off  on  a 
long,  mazy  run  through 
Leicester  defence  that  culmi- 
nated in  a superb  try  in  the 

right  corner. 

Next  it  was  the  turn  of  Sara- 
cens’ Irish  wing  Wallace,  who 
sprinted  40  metres  to  score  to 
the  right  of  the  posts.  Lynagh 
failed  to  convert,  a miss  that 
proved  very  costly  despite  his 
side’s  21-16  lead. 

Predictably  it  was  Stransky 
emerged  as  the  matehwlnner, 
kicking  a short  penalty  for  a 
ruck  offence  before  finally 
pole-axing  the  leaders  with  a 
killer  drop  goal  from  30 
metres. 

EJUMMi  Unoamu  Titan  Constable. 
Wallace.  Ciai«ral*Mi  Lynagh. 
1‘inaMw  lynagh  Z Dn«  Lynagh. 
Lei  eastern  Tm  Van  Hlirddi. 
Cenirflmi  Stransky.  NHltltH 
Stramtfcy  *.  Drop  v«to  Swanaky. 
laauiiai  Johnson;  Daniel.  Cowuhto. 

I Ravenecron.  R Wallace;  Lynagh.  Bracken: 
Qrau.  Chutar.  P Wallace.  Johna. 
Qrawceck.  Pienaar  (cap i).  Bennett, 
oipreie. 

Laloaatan  L satin;  Healey,  Osarend.  ‘ 


Pater.  Uaytt  Stransky.  Serevt;  Rowntree. 
CocksrtlL  Oartorth.  Johnson  (capQ,  Van 


CecfcertU.  Oartorth.  Johnson 
Hoarsen.  Cony,  Back,  MWtar. 
IMaia  E Morrison  (Bristol). 


Out  of  hand . . . Saracens’  Gavin  Johnson  and  Leicester’s  Stuart  Potter  leap  to  It  at  WaffbrdPHOTOORAPHs  tom  jemons 

• -ail 


Rugby  League 


Chess 


Challenge  match:  Wigan  46,  St  Hefens  2 


Full  monties  against  boys 


Adams  blitzes  into  final 


Leonard  Banian 


Andy  Wilson 


This  fixture  was  pro- 
moted as  The  Full 
Monty,  complete  with  a 
poster  of  two  players  In  a suit- 
able state  of  undress.  Yet  any- 
one expecting  a one-off  chal- 
lenge match  to  rival  the 
Wood -and- tb  under  derbies  of 
the  days  of  winter  rugby 
league  was  more  likely  to  feel 
Brassed  Off. 

A crowd  of  more  than  15,000 
proved  that  there  Ls  still  a 
healthy  appetite  for  the  tradi- 
tional Christmas  fixture,  and 
(he  gate  money  will  certainly 
help  to  pay  winter  wage-bills, 
but  the  result  was  entirely 
predictable  from  the  moment 
that  St  Helens  announced  a 
team  that  had  eight  members 
or  their  under-19  Academy 
squad  and  did  not  have  13 
senior  players  after  the  late 
withdrawal  of  Bobble  Collid- 
ing with  ’flu. 

Its  only  significance  was  to 
radiance  the  mood  of  opti- 
mism which  has  been  seeping 
back  to  Central  Park  since  a 
boardroom  takeover  in  Octo- 
ber. Losing  to  this  Saints  side 
would  have  been  some  embar- 
rassment and  no  way  for 
John  Motile  to  begin  his 


second  stint  in  charge  of  the 
team. 

Wigan  unveiled  two  of  their 
four  new  Australian  signings 
and  both  were  an  Instant  hit 
Tony  Mestrov  ls  no  stranger 
to  the  British  game  after  two 
outstanding  seasons  with  the 
London  Broncos  and  the 
prop's  running  was  as  strong 
and  direct  as  usual. 

In  contrast  Marie  Bell’s  only 
previous  knowledge  of  an 
English  winter  came  from  his 
Coventry-born  wife,  but  after 
handling  efficiently  in  the 
move  which  brought  Jon 
Clarke  the  game’s  opening  try 
In  the  12th  minute  be  brought 
an  admixing  gasp  from  the 
crowd  with  a delightful  pass 
to  Jason  Robinson  moments 
later. 

After  further  tries  from 
Henry  Paul  and  Craig  Mur- 
dock, Wigan  led  12-2  by  half- 
time  — or  as  the  alternative 
comedian  operating  the  elec- 
tronic scoreboard  informed 
us,  “For  our  Norwegian  fans, 
langosaten  12-2". 

His  colleague  on  the  public 
address  was  not  as  smart, 
mistaking  Andy  Farrell  for 
Martin  Hail  when  the  stocky, 
blond  hooker  took  over  the 
goalkicking  after  the  Great 
Britain  captain  had  missed 


seven  out  of  nine. 

The  second  half  was  a pro- 
cession. and  a pretty  dull  one 
at  that,  as  Wigan  crossed  for 
five  tries  in  the  first  15  min- 
utes. The  wingers  Robinson 
and  Danny  Ellison  each 
scored  twice,  the  others  com- 
ing from  Gary  Connolly,  Kris 
Radlinski  and  the  young  sub- 
titute  Lee  Gflmour. 

St  Helens'  only  points  cams 
from  a penalty  from  Gould- 
ing’s  teenaged  replacement 
Paul  Wellens.  The  pack  they 
fielded  should  really  have 
done  better  but  Apollo  Pere- 
lini,  Julian  O'Neill  and  Andy 
Leathern  played  like  men 
midway  through  an  off-season 
I weight-training  programme. 

That  is  the  main  reason 
why  Monie  and  his  Saints' 
counterpart  Sean  McRae 
would  be  happy  to  see  this  fix- 
ture dropped.  As  rain  poured 
down  for  much  of  a dismal 
second  halt  few  of  the  specta- 
tors would  have  disagreed. 

VHiim  Radlinski;  Robinson.  Boll. 
Connolly.  EIUsoic  Pul.  Murdock:  Cowin, 
Clarks.  Hanson.  Houghton.  Holgats. 
Farrofl.  Mntttotwsi  Mestrov,  Tallec. 
Hau.  CanUss.  Smyth,  antnour 
St  Halewai  Johnson;  Stewart.  Halgti. 
Crows.  Sullivan;  Hammond,  WilltM, 
O'Neill,  Anderson.  leatnem,  PerslinJ. 
Plekavaece.  Barrow.  Sabnltataai 
CapewoO.  Hamilton.  Arkwright.  Price. 
NawaJL.  PtmbML 
Wafar—  S CmmWngi  (WWnes/. 


AN  EPIC  all-British 
world  championship 
semi-final  eliminator 
in  Groningen  ended  with 
Michael  Adams  beating 
Nigel  Short  4-3  to  secure  at 
least  £230,000  in  prixe 
money.  Yesterday  the  26- 
year-old  Cornish  man  began 
a four-game  final  against 
VXshy  Anand  of  India  for 
tbe  right  to  challenge 
Anatoly  Karpov  for  the 
Fide  title. 

Adams  and  Short  won 
one  game  each  at  classical 
slow  time  limits  before  con- 
testing a series  of  increas- 
ingly fast  tie-breaks  on 
Christmas  Day.  After  two 
draws  with  30  minutes  then 


two  more  with  15  minutes 
on  the  clock  for  all  their 
moves,  they  played  a sod- 
den-death blitz  game. 

Short,  having  drawn  the 
white  pieces,  was  given  six 
minutes  on  the  clock  to 
Adams’s  five,  but  needed  to 
win  whereas  Adams  had 
only  to  draw.  In  tbe  event 
Short  was  soon  in  trouble. 
He  lost  all  his  pawns  on  one 
flank  and  reigned  when 
Adams’s  pawns  marched 
down  to  queen. 

The  fact  that  two  English- 
men reached  the  semi-fin- 
als after  the  Americans  and 
Russians  were  all  knocked 
out  Is  a triumph  for  tbe 
pragmatic  and  offbeat  play- 
ing style  that  has  developed 
in  Britain  through  30  years 
of  competitive  weekend 


The  Guardian 


Saturday  December  27 1997 


Cricket 


First  Test 


Australia  v South  Africa 


Waugh  pulls 

Australians 


out  of  danger 


JL  USTRALIA.  Looking  a 
ninth  successive  vlo- 
A^toiy  in  a series,  were 
m wescued  from  ft  par- 
loos  position  by  Steve  Waugh 
on  the  first  day  of  the  first 
Test  against  South  Africa  in 
Melbourne.  The  Australians, 
teetering  on  77  for  four,  fin- 
ished on  a respectable  206 
without  farther  foes. 

Waugh,  unbeaten  cm  87,  and 
Ricky  Pouting  with  56  not 
out,  wrested  the  initiative 
from.  Hassle  Cronje’s  side 
after  two  sessions  of  grtnd- 
ingly  slow  scoring. 

In  Right  Tests  against  South 
Africa,  Waugh  has  now 
amassed  760  at  an  average  of 
84.44.  He  is  within  sight  of  his 
third  century  against  them, 
having  scored  164  in  Adelaide 
four  years  ago  and  160  in  Jo- 
hannesburg last  February. 

Waugh  and  Footing’s  129- 
run  partnership  took  only  150 
minutes,  a transformation 
after  only  92  runs  in  file  four 
hours  up  to  the  tea  intervaL 

With  the  bowlers  straying 
offline  late  in  the  day  and  the 
slow  pitch  playing  a little  eas- 
ier, runs  flowed  in  the  last 
session,  much  to  the  relief  of 
the  73,312  crowd  at  the  Mel- 
j bourne  Cricket  (hound,  the 
biggest  Test  * crowd  at  the 
venue  in  22  years, 
j Earlier,  Australia  lost  their 
opener  Matthew  Elliott  who 
went  for  his  favourite  hook 
shot  only  to  top-edge  Lance 
Klnsener  high  to  the  wicket- 
keeper Dave  Richardson.  He 
had  scored  six. 


■Mark  Taylor  then  gave  his 
wicket  away  after  98  mmutes 
of  toil  when  he  slashed  at  a 
wide  delivery  from  BriM  Me- 
Mlllan  and  was  brilliantly 
caught  at  square-leg  by  1 Gary 
Kirsten  for  20.  Mark  Waugh 
threw  away  his  wicket  with 
two  left  before  lunch 

when  Richardson  caught  him 
off  Allan  Donald  for  a duck. 

Greg  Btewetfs  stumping, 
when  he  tried  to  hoist  the 
spinner  Pat  Symcox  over  the 
bowler’s  head,  was  only  Rich- 
ardson's second  in  40  Tests. 
But  Richardson  passed  John 
Waite's  South  African  wicket- 
keeping record  with  his  144th 
Test  dismissal. 

• The  International  Cricket 
Council  is  expected  to  take 
action  after  the  Christmas 
Day  one-day  match  between 
Indfa  and  Sri  Lanka  in  Cal- 
cutta, the  second  in  a three- 
match  series,  was  abandoned 
after  only  three  overs  because 
the  pitch  was  unfit  for  play. 


AUSTRALIA 

tJeitaScwSwnaonhKliwwei’ — • 

MTsytorc  Kirsten  b McMillan  — 20 
q eleven  si  Rfctwdaao  b Symcm  — » 

U Waugh  c Richardson  b Donald o 

swuiflti  iMout 

R parting  not  out 

Exra  (nbfi,  ibS.  hi) 1« 


Total  (for  4. 00  ovars) SOS 

M «t  wtafcatei  18, 48. 44, 77. 

; To  Mil  Haaly.  PIMM,  SWtim,M  . 
KaapnMtcx.  G McGrath. 
mowHom  Donald  1T-MS-1;  Pollock 
27-6-68-0:  KJuasner  15-8-38-1;  McMillan 
10-3-19-1:  KnM>  4-3-8-0;  Symoox 
IB-8-48-1 : Cram*  4-3-1  V<L 
■outh'apricai  g lOretaq  a Bachar.  J 
Kalita.  D CWHnan,  “H  Cranja.  B McMillan. 

S PoHoek,  L Kiiaener.  D Richardson,  P 
symeoje,  ADonakt 


Women’s  World  Cup  semi-final 


England  v New  Zealand 


Overrate  dogs 
angry  England 


Cotft  Harris  in  Madras 


and  one-day  tournaments 
where  only  very  high 
scores  are  rewarded. 

Adawin  nevertheless  has  a 
tough  task  against  Anand. 
India's  world  No.  3 and  tbe 
only  player  on  the  world 
circuit  acknowledged  as 
better  than  Adams  at  high- 
speed chess.  The  winner 
will  challenge  Karpov  early 
next  month  in  Lausanne, 
followed  probably  by  a uni- 
fying world -title  match 
with  Kasparov,  who  holds  a 
breakaway  version  of  the 
world  championship. 

• Adams  pressed  Izard  yes- 
terday with  white,  refusing 
the  offer  of  a draw  after  30 
moves  of  a Sicilian  Defence, 
but  after  more  than  four 
hours*  play  Anand  held  out 
for  a draw  In  56  moves. 


Sailing 


Sport  in  brief 


Brihdabella  and  Nicorette 
make  the  early  running 


Snooker 


ENGLAND’S  reign  as  the 
champions  of  woman's- 
cricket  is  over".  They 
l were  beaten  by  20  runs  lor 
New  Zealand  in  the  World 
Cup  semi-final  in  a match 
that  illustrated  their  Improve- 
ment but  also  showed  up 
their  limitations. 

Far  New  Zealand,  the  result 
helped  erase  the  memory  of 
j defeat  at  Lord’s  in  the  1993 
final.  But  for  England,  it  had 
a bitter  aftertaste. 

England  were  docked  one 
over  for  a slow  bowling  rate 
as  New  Zealand  totalled  175 
for  six  In  their  50  overa.  But 
the  umpires  Perumal  Venka- 
tusan  and  Nataragan  Mur- 
lidhram  had  included  the  two 
five-minute  drinks  breaks  in 
their  calculations,  which 
! managers,  and  coaches  had 
agreed  before  the  tournament 
would  not  he  counted. 

The  Innings  was  also  halted 
several  times  foe  drinks  in  90- 
degree  heat.  There  were  also 
stoppages  when  dogs  roamed 
on  to  the  pitch. 

"I  talked  to  the  umpires 
after  fop  irminga  and  they 
agreed  to  reinstate  the  50 
overs  and  we  shook  hands  on 
it,"  England’s  coach  Megan 
Lear  said. 

Then  with  12  overs  left  I 
was  told  we  only  had  49.  Their 
decision  was  wrong.  Of 
course  it  affected  the  players, 
who  need  to  go  on  to  the  field 
knowing  how  many  overs 
they  have  left” 

But  for  a 25-nm  barrage  In 
three  overs  at  the  end  of  the 
New  Zealand  timings,  Eng- 
l land  could  have  won  this 


matrh-  They  limited  Debbie 
Hockley,  the  world’s  highest 
run  scorer,  to  43  off  104  bafts 
after  the  captain  Karen 
- Smith W -daimijd  the  wicket 
of  Emily  Drumxn,  the  other 
key  scalp,  to  the  fourth  over. 

It  was  the  batting  which 
foiled  England,  as  it  had 
against  Australia.  England 
matched  New  Zealand’s  scor- 
ing rate  for  most  of  the  game 
but  once  Barbara  Daniels  had 
gone,  leg  before  for  30  in'  the 
29th  over,  England  had  no  big 
hitters  left 

New  Zealand  play  Australia 
in  the  final  an  Monday  in 
Calcutta. 


□ Hockley  c Long  b Edwards  — 

E Drumrn  tow  b SmttMes 

S Fruto  nm  out ..  

K WWhorx  b Smithies 

M Lauda  b Reynard 

K Ramei  at  Caaaar  b Smttnias 

C Nicholson  not  out  — 

8 McLauddan  not  ota 

Extras  (bz  fb&  wi3) 


Tool  (Tor  8.  SO  ousts) 17* 

Ml  of  wfokatn  a 92, 101, 12B,  188. 172. 
DM  not  bob  R Rolls,  K Brown.  C 
CampbalL 

fcrths  Taylor  KM-28-0;  SmflNos 
ID-2-10-3;  Lang  10-0-28-0;  Reynard 
10-1-38-1;  Connor  5-0-14-0;  Edwards 
6-1-18-1. 


HPIbnfflsrtowbWiawrs  - 

C Edwards  b Campbell 

B Dertata  BjwD  McLaucblan  _ 

S MrtcaHa  run  oul  

J Caesar  run  oat  

K SnrtMu  c Lswto  b Hodday 
J Briton  at  Roll*  b Njchotai  _ 

U Reynard  run  out - 

KLengc&bMctiotson 

C Connor  nm  out 

C Taylor  not  out  

Extras  (Tb6.wic.nb3) 


Total  (47S  overs] 1 N 

Mfc3. 48.7B.100,  lift  117.  IS*.  147.  147. 
BowBog.  Withers  7.6-2-23-1;  Nicholson 
10-3-29-a  Brown  8-0-21-0-.  CaientaJ! 
WM-4B-1;  McLaucblan  B-2-1B-1;  Ramrt 
a-0-8-0;  HockJny 
UMWlfSW  P WnMuwii  and  W 
Mwiwnrom. 

Mow  Tmahmd  won  by  SO  no* 


BobBaharbiSydniv 


Capped  player . . . Wigan’s  Rob  Smyth  rides  a tadde  by  Tony  Stewart  chrbthomono 


THE  battle  at  the  front  of 
the  Sydney-pfobart  race, 
tbe  annual  630-mile  classic,  is 
between  George  Snow's  75ft 
Brindabella  and  the  71ft 
Nicorette  of  Ludde  Ingvall  as 
they  head  down  the  New 
South  Wales  coast 
It  was  a typical  Boxing  Day 
: start  in  Sydney  Harbour  with 
the  entire  fleet  of  114  boats 
ranged  along  the  starting 
line,  lengthened  fids  year, 
from  Steele  Point  to  Taylor’s 
Bay. 

Inevitably  Brindabella  and 
the  Swedish  boat  Nicorette, 
winner  of  the  Fastnet  Race  in 
1995,  freed  themselves  from 
the  unwelcome  attention  of 
the  smaller  boats  which  had 
restricted  their  early  passage 
and  began  to  stride  away. 

Behind  them  was  Warwick 
Miller’s  66ft  Exile,  one  of  foe 
three  boats  in  the  China  team 
which  is  leading  in  tbe  South- 
ern Cross  Cup  series. 

Brindabella  led  by  37 
seconds  at  each  of  the  first 
two  turning  marks,  one  in- 
side the  Heads  and  the  other 
just  outside,  where  the  yachts 
were  able  to  bear  away  and 
set  spinnakers  for  .the  long 
run  south.  Briudabella’s  was 
up  and  drawing  in  a twin- 


kling and  so  too  was  Nicor- 
ette's,  but  it  had  foiled  to 
reach  the  masthead  and  there 
was  some  10  feet  of  halyard 
still  toga 

There  was  a problem  and 
Jonas  Wacke^ihuth  was 
hoisted  for  some  acrobatic 
halyard  changes  while  the 
sail  still  pulled. 

Almost  100  feet  above  the 
deck,  be  had  to  re-dip  his 
eliwihing  hanwai  on  to  the 

halyard  attached  to  the  spin- 
naker, then  atfatfi’h  the  hal- 
yard he  had  used  to  get  there 
to  the  sail,  free  off  the  initial 
shackle  and  be  lowered  to  the 
deck  as  the  crew  hoisted  foe 
sail  home.  It  was  no  everyday 
task  even  for  a talented  bow- 
man like  Wackenbuth. 

Nicorette  was  soon  in  tbe 
lead  and  as  darkness  fell  she 
stm  harf  a mite  in  hand  over 
Brindabella  with  Exile  two 
i miles  ftuther  astern. 

Handicap  calculation  mariA 
Chris  Packer  the  leader  with 

, Starlight  Express:  Well  placed 
were  Karl  Kwock’s  Beau 
Geste,  a Bruce  Farr  49footar 
and  another  of  the  China 
team,  and  Syd  Fischer’s  50ft 
| Raggamuffln,  steered  by  Brit- 
ain's Andy-'  Beadsworth. 
Quest,  skippered  by  Mike 
j Broughton  and  the  only  Brit 
I ish  boat  here,  was  also  well 
up  with  the  leaders. 


An  injunction  preventing  the 
board  of  the  World  Profes- 
sional Billiards  and  Snooker 
Association  holding  meetings  , 
or  making  cooptions  to  it  has 
been  -granted  in  the  High  I 
Court  pending  a foil  hearing,  i 
writes  Clive  Eoerton.  The 
action  arose  from  last  Fri- 
day’s  acrimonious  agm  at 
which  Mack  W Adman  and  ! 
Jim  Chambers,  two  critics  of  | 
the  WPBSA  chairman  Rex 
Williams,  failed  to  achieve  re- 
election  to  the  board. 

Lawyers  representing 
Stephen  Hendry  and  other 
players  managed  by  Ian 
Doyle,  also  a critic  of  Wil- 
liams's recent  handling  of  af- 
fairs, argued  that  Wffltams 
had  acted  beyond  his  powers 
and  contrary  to  custom  and 
practice  in  disqualifying  two 
votes  from  the  50-man 
electorate. 


Results 


M;  San  Antonia  *1.  Indiana  7ft  Portland 
B3.  Sacramanto  Bft  Mlnnaaeta  112.  saatila 
103;  Qoidan  Start  87.  Denver  7E. 


Rugby  Union 


Chess 


P W D L F API* 
S 7 0 1 218  125  14 

5 6 0 0 TB0  109  1* 

7 E 0 2 191  134  lO 

8 4 0 4 IS7  150  S 

7 4 0 3 187  188  B 

7 3 0 4 232  201  • 

7 3 0 4 183  Ml  • 

8 3 0 3 178  KB  8 

8 2 0 4 147  14#  4 

6 1 0 4 TUB  1SS  a 

« t o fi  « tao  a 

7 i o e as  262  a 


nos  WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  [Gro- 
ningen, Nttji):  lend  win  ■ Mm 

|E"8)  UN  Short  (Eng)  4-3;  V Anand  (Irv 
(fla)  m B Gotland  (Beta]  1K-IL 


Cricket 


WONUTS  WOULD  CUPl  T*ml  llmti 


------ — A«WWla  12S-7  u BroadBent 

33.  B Clark  31;  BhaK  3-25).  India  104  (C 
AWr  48;  Fitzpatrick  3-iaj.  Australia  won  bv 
IB  rum.  C toaafc  New  Eaaland  T75-0. 
England  158  (Meholeon  2-aft.  n aw  Zea- 
land won  by  20  runs. 

TOM  MATCH  (Ron  BtzabNh):  England 
U-1B  288  (O  Shah  87.  G S«anfi  aftBodl 
3-42).  South  Africa  Schoato  221  (M  van 
INyk  80,  J Kant  SB;  Napier  4-43,  PowWI 
S-IS).  Engtend  U- W won  by  47  nm. 


Motor  Racing 

Ferrari  have  named  Luca  Ba- 
doer,  a 38-year-old  Italian 
with  29  grands  prix  behind 
him.  as  their  test  driver  for 
the  1998  season. 


VBM  HATWHAL  UEMMflfa  IM  D 
Uhau  Blackwood  IQ,  CaerpMlly  82. 

P W D L F A 1 

CaarpMOs T7  19  0 2 825  272  I 

Abe— « ■ 10  12  2 2 4S1  202  < 

Trwnrefcy 18  11  0 S 429  280  ■ 

SWolaa  PoBoa.  la  8 0 8 420  3221 

MwrtblK 18  8 3 S 305  236  i 

lAnMwm K 8 0 6 324  283  ; 

Ounaan*  ■ 18  7 1 8 330  396  ! 

■oe— aw 16  7 0 0 280  281  1 

Ctom  K*p 18  7 1 8 302  322  ! 

■Mm-tg-Y 18  7 1 8 274  321  : 

H— Brlilua 18  7 0 B 270  327  i 

Marlfiiujil 17  7 O 10  299  438  ! 

IIWT.  10  4 0 12  358  468  I 

•WWW, — IS  6 1 S 303  405! 

Ma««t«y  18  6 0 10  271  392  ' 

Pewtopeol n 4 7 11  383  £06 


American  Football 

*»■“«*  bowu  WaaMngusii  51.  Michigan 


i Gray  31.  Blue  24. 


CUI»  MATCHt  W Hartlepool  13,  Kon- 
lepooi  Ftvnt  7. 


Hockey 

Louise  GarrdQ,  the  15-year-old 
who  plays  for  Bonagrass 
Grove  In  Dundee,  has  been 
named  in  Great  Britain’s 
Olympic  development  squad 
and  will  attend  a squad  train* 
ing  camp  in  Spain  next 
month. 


Rugby  League 


FRWRDLV  HATCHES,  FoaOumtena  18. 
wakaSMd  ift  Load*  32.  Halttax  14;  Vffgan 
48,  sr  Natans  2. 


Basketball 


• BiMgand  go  Into  today's  vtzol  Wrtrti 
Pramtar  Laagua  futura  ogolnat  B»w  Vfti* 

whhoui  a eaachu  Huy  hm  jodaMMiMhr 
coartftig  rtroctor  John  PMUpt  and  bvra 
out  dm  rtuU’a  toRunaa  tampo—lty  In  too 
fanda  oi  the  warn  managar  Sieve  Brown, 
tiia  bacKa  coach  Alun  OonDvan  and 
naehlng  advtaer  JPR  Williams.  Th« 
wrung  wna  on  tbe  won  lor  the  New 
1 ZortancMxxTi  PNatpe  with  um  SWALEC 
Cup  defeat  at  Gamdmafln  l“st  weahand. 
•The  wtokodweper  RaaMd  Law  la  to 
captain  Pakistan  in  neat  month'a 
Bugtadeah  silver  juMlee  tournament 
LaOf  takas  ower  trom  waotm  Akram.  wlio  la 
In  London  lor  traamant  to  a atwAter 
problem.  The  Brnttedorara  compeddoti  In 
Baiwtadoehrtw  taahraa  India  and  Marts 
on  January  TO. 


London  Leopard*  122. 

NBAi  Utah  107,  Hortton  103;  CMcsgo  ML 
Miami;  Cleveland  gg,  Dallas  BE;  Boston 
102.  Charletta  90;  CNcago J4,  LA  CUppera 


• Mtoiaal  Jordan  had  » doMs  and  11 
rebounds  and  Tom  Krtox  ecorod  eta  or  Ms 
18  points  In  a fourth-quarter  run  tool 
propeUed  toe  Chicago  am*  to  a HMD  win 
over  their  NBA  imb  Miami  Hool 
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Saturday  December  27 1997 


FA  Carling  Premiership 


SPORTS  NEWS  21 


Arsenal 
Leicester  City 


• Ksowto''-  1/th^i 


0)  2 Aston  Villa  (1)4 

(0)  1 Tottenham  Hotspur  (0)  1 


***•* 


aiitsii 

r '■ ... 


^WSSSSSSSSSgBP 

Attendance  3&Q33  ftefwvs  0 R Beray  (Hanaw) 

Bolton  Wanderers 
Barnsley 


*****  ***  Chgias.  Handrta.  Ocana.  Byflefci.  Oafcag. 
Booted  Bfogu. 

Ttottentaia  Subs  CtamancsfSIntonZQ,  Andaman  (Mabbua  7^. 
Alen(W>son  74},  DoRAiguBCC.  Rssidsen. 

1 38,044  Rater**  A B WBCte  ^MarMtlHQ 


(1)  1 

Chelsea 

(1)  1 

(1)  1 

Wimbledon 

0)1 

- sa. 


'••  '*•"  r .' ; jesew&sM 

Eolton  Subs  Gurmbugsson  (Johansen  58).Thggart(Ftah  62),  Cox 
(Taggnn  67),  Car.  Jnnsteiainen.  Sooted  BJaku,  Bergsson. 
tomtoy  Suds  Handr1e(Hfiam  67),  UddfitiMateefte  7Z), 
Bkdock,  Appleby,  Krizav  Sooted  Da  Zawiw. 

WmdMC*  25.000  Raton*  S W Dunn  (Bristol) 


Cta*ie—  SubsCSntat  {Sinclair  57).  Zola  (Wag  61).  Lambowda, 
Httchcock.  Mchofls. 

WkvMedon  Sute  Cm  (Style  67),  Hold.  CasfladkN,  Jupp, 
CJarico.  BoctecfThatetirF,  Ftoghea,  KJretrfa. 

AltHdMM 34.100  Mm*  Q S WUard  (Wbrffitog) 


(0)  1 

(1) 1 


Crystal  Palace 
Southampton 


. .:  ••, y 'x.  v3*r*M-ss  tj  

■ .V  : & 

UMohant  WfttNiME;?-*  — * 

I111  tm  / «•  *!»■»■  > * • 


Derby  County 
Newcastle  United 


»»1laNT 

- 

• • • _'.  ■-.■■  '-<•*  '■•;.•»  s.-,  .■»• 

. ■ ••-•-••  •.  - * .-7-  - . /*.'•  * .... -*•**' 

• ;>Wli'  .i  jj  £ - 

■ •’.  i-  ‘jit 

Crystal  PWac*  Sub*  Burton  (Futaton  «$.  Zotar  (SWpperirry 
71},  Oubm.  Nash.  Emtfen.  Booted  Futarton. 
2nuttMun>tonSm«Pov>«(OstBn8tadB5).WBfatra(La'nttHr 
82),  Stator  (Otadey  85}.  Moss.  Hughes.  Boated  Umdekvam.  HW, 
BWnat 

WliN-M  22.851  nateiwa  R E Aloof*  (RocMQ 

Liverpool 
Leeds  United 


vr=  - t faE-w.Tar.iw.Ejfc. 

DwW  State  Lauren  (Bank*  l»-&  Mm  (Brian©  72).  Burton 
(Shintdgo  «.  Hw*;  KtacUc  Boo^rfEranto.  D Pomt.  HornKL 
UrnmcmmUmSuta  KMaMtafRamnmei).Asp<iaa(Ruan6l). 
Bum  (Howty  Hi},  Glvwi.  I«wlm  Bootantanwarav  Roane, 
BanrionL  Sant  off  two  boddngs. 

HlwasB— SM32  hhn»M  RMdiBhirtngham) 

Manchester  United 
Everton 


. • ,.••.  • r-  ■'<.-$■■' 

• %<  • V; 


iMokv  : 'hJS*i 

•-_ .v-->  -•••-: 

• T* 


■ • • • ; •■  ■ - - v.  ^./v.c^vr^vs^jLj 

.. . i Xwwa &* 

|>wpoolSufasRV^tFowW8S}1B«fg0r(Ro<*nipp85). 

Canasbar  Ones  85).  Babb.  FitodaL  . , 

Uis*i  Sifts Bowyet,  Bserwy. may. Kawsfl.  M«ytx*y.Rx*ad 

EMa 

WSndiwt  43.SS4  R««srss  S J UdQ»  (BamiNiy} 


Sheffield  Wed 
Blackburn  Rovers 


Mill  >«i1ir"~l—ll,">-‘M,*^Tln”1**"” 

(Poster  74),  Cortte  {P  Nw*o  8^.  Sharinahsm,  Glaga. 

Sooted  Q Nwla,  Cols.  Pobonrfqt 

bMtN  Sute  Jaflot*  (Wtfnn  tH),  Men  (BarrsO  KMTioiiwen 
(Bedl  7®.  Qertanl.  Thomas.  Boated  ForraBy,  Alan. 

>55,187  WNhir1—  U P Hwnle  {ShaflMd) 


West  Ham  United  jl]  1 
Coventry  City  (0)  0 


wv  - , . :n  * s w-f-  ... 


***■- 
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W,»tHpra  ffr^Pn«t«(Bariqiwta41).Lanm.  Aijou-flowtand.  , 
{H«*  6S),  Ogte^^ten^- 

SIo^SertvsdLSooterfHal,  VMn.  DuMn.  SSnf  aff.Bostonfl 


Liverpool’s  wasteful  strikers  worry  Evans 

*"  r i rtftid  Wednesday,  dlsmissec 


■ ivKRPOOL  may  have  won 

Lyesterday,  polishinR  <« 

Leeds  United  3-0  at  Anflddta 

the  Premiership,  hut  fteir 
manager  Roy  Bvaitt 
that  his  wasteful  strikers 
gave  him  the  Jitters. 

Robbie  Fowler  threw  away  a 
hatful  of  chances  beforeKXff- 
lag  twice  to  four  m®1*1**  ® 
secure  the  P°lntflvjj!£5>r 
Michael  Owen  had  scored  first 


“The  longer  it  goes  on  with 
you  level  or  Jnst  « t®.  you 

5SSS?5£SS 

we  did.  yon  3X6  oouitaui^ 

"gSJSfW-5 

hum  side  drew  0-0  with  Shef 


field  Wednesday,  dismissed 
the  fact  that  Manchester 
United,  six  points  (dear,  ap- 
peared to  be  pulling  away. 

But  Hocteson  salst  “I  am  not 


of  the  season.  It  is  not  impor- 
tant because  there  is  still  a 
long  way  to  go.  But  never .once 
this  season  have  I said  that 
tftte  mam  wffl.  beat  Manchester 
United  to  win  the  tide." 


FA  Carling  Premiership 


so 


j Man  Utd 

20 

9 

1 

0 

30 

4. 

5 

.3 

2 

17 

9 

34 

46 

ftnsss£3ffii9aft. 

Blackburn 

20 

7 

2 

1 

23 

10 

4 

5 

1 

13 

9 

.17 

40 

ftBSEWSESfiliSair 

Chelsea 

20 

6 

2 

1 

17 

7 

6 

1 

4 

29 

13 

26 

39 

Liverpool 

19 

7 

0. 

3 

23 

10 

3 

4 

2 

11 

8 

16 

34 

Leeds 

20 

5 

2 

3 

15 

11 

5 

2 

3 

14 

11 

7 

34 

Arsenal 

19 

6 

2 

2 

21 

8 

3 

4 

2 

13 

14 

12 

33 

Derby 

20 

7 

3 

0 

20 

5 

2 

2 

6 

14 

22 

7 

32 

ft1WaEI&'ij!IfSSSfS. 

West  Ham 

20 

8 

0 

1 

18 

6 

1 

1 

9 

8 

25 

-5 

28 

Leicester  * 

20 

3 

5 

3 

12 

10 

4 

1 

4 

12 

10 

4 

27 

Newcastle 

19 

5 

3 

3 

12 

11 

2 

2 

4 

8 

12 

-3 

26 

smswffiKsw®* 

Aston  Villa 

20 

5 

2 

3 

16 

14 

2 

2 

6 

8 

12 

-2 

25 

ftwaramsEflu 

Wimbledon 

19 

3 

2 

5 

11 

14 

3 

4 

2 

9- 

8 

-2 

24 

Crystal  Palace 

20 

0 

4 

5 

6 

15 

5 

3 

3 

12 

11 

-8 

22 

Sheff  Wed 

20 

5 

2 

4 

18 

17 

1 

2 

6 

13 

26 

-12 

22 

Southampton 

20 

5 

1 

4 

17 

14 

1 

2 

7 

7 

16 

-6 

21 

%nB8rjKS!asBtt 

Bolton 

20 

3 

6 

1 

9 

7 

1 

3 

6 

8 

23 

-13 

21 

35-]sLEv*tor!  <■):  'M  Southampton  (h); 

17.1  Newcastle  (a);  31.1  Coventfyfh)! 

Coventry. 

20 

3 

6 

1 

14 

10 

1 

2 

7 

3 

16 

-9 

20 

Tottenham 

20 

4 

2 

4 

11 

14 

1 

2 

7 

7 

22 

-18 

19 

ftnonmwAunr 

Everton 

20 

3 

2 

4 

11 

13 

1 

3 

7 

6 

16 

-12 

17 

Barnsley 

20 

2 

2 

5 

10 

20 

2 

1 

8 

8 

31 

-33 

15 
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FIRST  DIVISION 


P W O L F 
3*  14  g 4 40 
24  14  6 4 40 
24  13  S B 46 
24  11  10  9 30 

23  12  6 S 37 

24  12  4 B 20 
24  11  B 7 SO  38 


A 
IB 
21 
SO  44 
24  43 
21  42 


S 0 42  32  38 
5 83234 


H 

9 

B 7 25  19  M 

2* 

8 

8 7 22  24.83 

24 

8 

'8  ID  28  39-80 

34 

8 

8 10  24  34  30 

24 

7 

7 10  2B  82  *S 

24 

7 

7 10  23  36  88 

23 

8 

B 8 27  26  XT 

24 

7 

5 12  29  34  88 

24 

7 

6 12  28  33  88 

24 

7 

3 14  27  38  M 

24 

6 

6 12  28  28  84 

S3 

B 

5 19  29  37  S3 

23 

8 

5 12  29  34  S3 

24 

a 

S 13  24  38  83 

24 

4 11  8 22  32  AS 

Norwkfa ffial 

Bellamy  61  (pan) 

RoUnaonez 
Mu  SHmoo,  Brown,  BowaaJonM. 
RufM.  Clnptrfa,  UMrttM.  KknoJIa,  Fk*4«on. 
Mandonca.LMbum.  Sub*  (not  uMd):  Banna, 
Ltatria.  ADm. 

Sanra,  MHaOm 

■.n^Mad. 


6eetL  JtekMBi  fWOM.  ( 


(OlMBGq.  Boltamy.  mtgaii.  IHNgaa  SUba 

(not  nswQ;  Ftooikta.  Catajr. 

Mfc  H472. IMPS  Damon  (Lnkaatw). 


—on  nan  cay mo 

HdnrMTg 

law.  Kuifta,  Bl^iottWaitti.  Waaiwootf. 
linMonh.  Charaodt.  Rtvan.  Holagrova. 
Adabota.  Jotmaon.  LUa.  St4w  (not  uaad); 
Foran,  Liait.  Gwvoy. 

CWrtgM.  Edgna.  Swea.  Brown.  Swam, 
makam.  Brman.  RoaaalL  Dtdnw.  KWdadia. 
RhUw.  Sob*  (not  load):  BrigMtMB.  Vm  BUA. 
Wblttoy.  . 

Mesjat  M:T  Jonaa(Barrawl»niman). 


HuMnH  (0)0  MldWaabra (071 

B»7IM 

IMaMbM  C4«n4a 
■■■iMmwwiiHniWi  riia^M,  uiwus. 

□yaon.  MoRtaon.  0*ay.  Dalton.  Hema.  Payton. 
Amna,Jatinaen  W»}wiH);Haiat 
Laaaan.Bwiwtt. 

■»n—»a^Pcliviaraw.  Ftwntno.  Kbidar. 
Fab.Nin»A>liaiaAHawB.TDMmaA 
Back.  Uaraon.  Stamp.  Sub*  (net  osad): 

Vfcfcam,  Maddaoa  Wowkl 

VJEtaMtBCoiUnstoti  (StwHaU). 


Ipwti*  WO  BbainPm— W1 

UcCanbyBS 

IpawlafeWrlBM.  GbxftwaB.  Tartxo.  WUflama, 
Tannar,  CanOy.  Uttai.  HoUanC.  Jotman, 
MUM..  Patta.  Stdm  (nottmotl):  Sonnw.Naytor. 
Uombnw. 

taakww  Bamwo.  BaM.Cnamon.  Bniea. 

AbWt.  O'Connor.  UcCanby.  RobtaaiavFonMr. 

HoplMO.  Ndfenm.  Sob*  (not  oood):  Jotmaon. 

Qiaingar.  Fcanda. 

AO>  17.458.  MRD  Ronuxflz  (PoncaalMV 


MfeaRa.nl  8w*»daii 

CampbaU  TO.22.John.on2a 

Uynw.noow*. 


■ WO 


, CbaOhA  Jobnaon,  StanK  eanunM,  van 
. nil.  GampbaB,  Wan.  Saba  (not  uaad£ 
BonaMr.  Aimamns,  Moor*. 

Digby.  Benswa.  RaUpaon,  Lata*. 
TayW.HeOonakl.'nwmpaon.CoiUni 

Neah.aoodaa.SobB  (not  wad);  Hay. 


KnlgM.  Pottfcx, Thomaen, 
MaLooontkv  tWomn.  AwfortL  H«/i.  Foaar. 
AtoNl.WonaaQn.Tanar.SBba  (not  oaad): 
ftn4n,lgoa.Paiiaa. 

OPR  Robans,  VUaa,  Bwriar.  Oaatda.  Itoady. 
Maddtx,  Spanear.  Pauock,  Honay.  Bboron, 
StocWr.  Saba  (hot  oaad}:  Bitlar.  Parry. 
Oalton. 

123M.  law  h J Smadwood  fUcntWd}. 

— m 


. — raa  w. 

UoDbttooOI 
VMBamaW 

wdloa  Hamwaiwl.  Booty.  Sanaa.  Lanaan 
(Bowan  7SJ.  Banal,  DavteA,  Partdnaon. 

Aaabe  O^wd  83.  Moray,  matana, 
sabtnMoaad):  Bodbu 

HI 

Borg  an,  Man 

SBQl  Hanflton.  Bator  (Erana  BS. 

10,154.  Hob  AP  DhJfOD  (SBaricay). 


Morton  ptobaon  87).  Ryon  (Hogtaa 

“ ‘ “ -^RirtLKiSaiia. 


mo 


—pflt  Port  Vote 

Travi.BB.aO,  Bomwon 
MMtpafC  do  Man.  Conoady.  Saano. 
BannaB.  Ffjnn,  Ucbmab.  Sanaa.  Syria, 

Angalt  AnnatrnnB.Coopar.  Saba  (pot  wad|: 

WMdtnorp*.  Dinning.  Tiavb. 

Port  VMa  UwaaMiia,  Portar,  Tankard. 
Bogto.HM.Bwoloy.Aliaworti.Tatonr.Rrla. 

Janaoon.Koowiaa.8wa  mot  uaodUHaytor. 

into  Cordon. 

AttrUUKB.  Wto  P O SMton  (Nodtogaacn). 


.6W  Straff  UM. 
TaytorBB 


-me 


BW»daagn.Twad.Koan.rogyt»». 
UaoKaMtolhonw.  Sawart  Kawnagh.  Saba 
(not  owl):  BabbtorWl  natal.  MOa 

Koffy.  Bortwkto  Woodhooaa.Rirt. 


na^rtod_n)2  B._JI  I (0)0 
JDbnaton5B 

boartoni  Ponae.  mw».  aray.ClatK 
Craddock.  Wtaama.  Sonaarboo,  Ftoa.  QWnn. 
FltBllpa.  Jebnann.  Saba  (not  oaad):  SmMi.  ora. 

lUh 

■lartfnnIWaWi.  Rmmbb.  Small,  Murray. 
Youdn,  OTlrtBn.  Laaronco.  PopfMr.SMInar, 
EUWno.  Baagrta.  Bubo  (not  oaad);  MoOWay, 
OUtoMdrr, 

AabtnjW.  torti  P Ra)ar  fTIpton). 


*.-mo 


-mo 


W— aoagknoiaan.  Havana.  Thooaaon. 
WOreaUTbom.  Imm.  Madon.  Q.  Johm.  KWly, 

OVrin  LJonaa.  Soba  (not  oaad];  Morrtaaay, 

Padctnaon,  CtaBlnor. 

Bay  KWv,  Pattoraoo,  Araatrona  Data, 
Lodbatt.  Bodar.Snwliaa.EBa.  Banaraby. 
JoMiraaa.  Ckay.  Soba  (not  oaad):  woodward. 
ttaWaah,arayJr. 

AM  9,146.  M R Poamon  (PalWtort. 


.(1)1  Oxford. 


■mo 


Goocfenan  IS 
MohaoStmvall.  Afldna,  Freggad.  RoMnanob 
nebanto  Curto  Oaodman,  Simpson,  Kaana, 
FrtaMnan  Oabom.  Soba  (not  uaad):  Muwat 
PaaMainon.  Dalay. 

Qilml  WibHahaad,  Qray,  Ford,  Rotrinaon, 
Pujraa,  BHafatlat.  Maasoy.  Smith.  AMrldga. 
Joiaaon.  Bwuchamp.  soba  (not  oaad):  Angai. 
Ramy.  WUatarman. 

Art  2B£M.  tort:  P R Rktwida  (Praoton^ 
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P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

PtB 

Waif  did 

24 

18 

S 

2 

88 

15 

34 

IrHriCRr 

24 

18 

4 

4 

44 

19 

38 

Okta 

24 

9 

9 

6 

» 

30 

S3 

Morthawiptav 

24 

9 

8 

6 

27 

19 

33 

York 

24 

9 

8 

7 

31 

28 

88 

EBhaeE 

23 

10 

5 

B 

29 

28 

33 

Orimaby 

23 

9 

8 

6 

28 

18 

SB 

ChilMtaM 

24 

8 

11 

5 

22 

18 

3S 

IriddRin 

24 

9 

7 

8 

32 

» 

84 

Adam 

24 

9 

7 

8 

29 

26 

84 

mubpaal 

24 

9 

8 

9 

33 

37 

*3 

Bamauaeulh 

24 

8 

9 

7 

23 

24 

33 

lYWirt 

24 

9 

5 

10 

30 

24 

38 

Wrindnmr 

23 

7 

10 

8 

29 

25 

31 

WWtaafl 

23 

8 

8 

9 

24 

25 

30 

Wfn 

23 

8 

5 

10 

38 

35 

SB 

aetashm 

24 

7 

7 

10 

27 

38 

83 

Wyooatba 

24 

6 

9 

9 

30 

36 

87 

So  art— d 

24 

7 

6 ' 

11 

28 

44 

87 

■rtrtammak 

FlflllOian 

24 

6 

9 

10 

29 

35 

84 

UM 

23 

3 

8 

10 

26 

37 

83 

■»  w4fnrd 

24 

5 

8 

11 

25 

40 

33 

24 

4 

9 

11 

23 

34 

81 

Caribd* 

24 

5 

5 

14 

27 

43 

80 

■amanrib  ft)4  OWtargliani i 

no 

Jonaa  1S.B8.Robl<ioon  S3.  Young  75 
■or  nm  uadi  Maw.  Ymwg.  Vtneani,  Howa, 
Cm.  Twtoor(RawSnoon  371  OTtoHl. 
RoMnaav  Jonaa,  FMchar  (Htodar  86).  Warran. 
Sub  (hot  oaad):  RoUng. 

Ortiwbara  Pol  HU;  Pannock.  Maatwa;  Smttt, 

Oman  (GaBcnNvHVBodaia.  Haaoandiator 

(BndarH).  Seaman,  On  oera.  AH  nblyl. 


lUtoHfa  (Bryant  43). 

Art  3.672.  Halt  A I 


I- (1)1 


■ (Btoka-onTranQ. 


ConltMURBO 


■mi 


rdfonfOaartan,  MoPtwraon  (Danya  KQ. 
Mrtaea  (BammcnOaSS).  HoacWnga.  Babn. 
OatwQr,  ToMilay.  otagborn.  Scott  (Bant  7S). 
AaptoaS.  Taylor. 

■tbmrt  SoothaB.  HtDa.  Jonaa.  Cootoautt 
Hairto  Drtdn.  Baart,  QrtdaiM.  Bowo. 
irotoya.  Ctahw.  Sort  (not  oaad):  Thomaon. 
Par|lna.Sd<mon. 

Art3gS41.RMkC  J Foy  (»  hatana). 


BrfotolCfty  (3)4  moral (0)1 

cramblD  VoertGS 

Edwards  17.  TVmlon5B 
TM4arBB 

BrlaMCWaicii.  Locha.  Ban.  Haodrktaa 
(Morray  76}.  Tartar.  Caray.  Edwaraa.  Donartr. 
Goatar T7orpoy  63).  Cran*.  Tlnntoiv  Sob  (not 
oaad):  Patonon.- 

■ofl  Spink.  Brawn,  Newman.  Bowry.  Law, 
Fttzgaraid.  Bsvaga.  Orart.  vaarLilaw.  Nan 
(BtiSgaaa  27).  Subs  (not  cwod):  Aden.  HodUon. 
16.136,  tort  R j Hanta  contort). 


Oaawtoy (0)0  CtiwatarfM  — (0)0 

Bmaday  Boraatort,  f 


I,  Braaa.  Vlnrtcemba. 

Harrtaon,  Hoiny,  Moora,  Wnatnai  Fora, 

Cook*.  Barnaa,  Hasbaw.  Soba  [not  oaad): 

tnMi.Uk.VMdh. 

Moroar,  Hsw«.  ParWna.  CtoHa. 
WUrtabi  BrtoHn,  Howard.  Holland.  Raovaa, 
Hjddn.  BaaunonL  Sob*  (hot  oaodT  Mhtnaon. 


(Ufe  H«B1.  Raft  T HaHbran  piawfea  AyoflBs). 


— ml  ■tookpoot—  W1 

15  OnngradS 

Mg.  Hoppar.Datap.  Barr.  Warty. 
WaHwort.  Altai  ony.  Prakaa.  Shmws.  Janaan. 
wntftt.  Soba  (hot mag: Pttunao  artry. 

~he*po. 

Barts.  Bryan.  Dtoon.  Bodar. 
Strana,  Hoghaa.  Bart,  Clanaan.  Mrtaln. 

, PtdiprtL  Sobs  (not  oaad};  UrtMtan. 

‘ ~ a. 

kD  Laws  (WMdey  Bay). 


— (0)2  Nortrtirttn  — (2)2 
OMMd67  DooxORB  (pan) 

Thorp#  8S  _Whlla  T3(og) 

maw  raoar.PaBaraon.  Thomaa,  waddook. 
Dart*.  Whoa.  Aflan.  McLaran.  OHflald.  Thorpa. 
Aknandor.  Soba  (not  uaaiQ-.  Davtaa.  Fodadla. 
Spring. 

wwapaao  Woodman,  Ctartaan.  Frala  HHL 
Qtob.  Brtantwalti  Pasr.  Hoggs,  Fraostoao. 
Daman.  Hunt  Sou  (not  uaad):  Baal.  Warner. 
Tata 

AW  BJB&.  Radi  C RWBnw  (Otoboaetar). 


-Hit  A*m (1>4 

Moody  16.  SO 
HaywartBS 

Trot  lope  7b 

ntgi  ii — i— l n a. 

Hodgaa.  Saundara.  Cel  Hna,  Barlow.  Loom. 
OHagsiL  Corazdn.  BUIy.  Sube  [not  obkQ: 
Maog*  Jok".  LMBoJnlm. 
natowwTaytar.  Lawronoa.  Hamm.  Trollop*. 

Cotaman.  NoUaon,  Smith.  Bracowoli,  Moody. 

PaarttaoUdo,  Haywart.  8um  Bwt  oaad): 

Carpantor . OidUp.  Thomaa. 

Art  SkdBBL  Raft  M Ptatobar  (Wlrtay). 


.(i7« 

MoDanen.  ParirinaonTBarrirt, 
Murtecfc,  Moyaa,  Oregon.  Apptstan. 
Cartwrigtit:  HM.  Morton.  Eyras.  Soba  (Ml 
mad):  Jartsoh,  Lormor.  Darby- 
. ..  Ucbara.TlMra 
Radmond,  Hoahes. 

.>.  Bartow.  Raid.  Sum  (kwt  oaad): 
aBdO.  Rbohta,  MoNIvan, 

Art  13441 . nob  K M Lynch  (Knaiaaborougl). 


.ml 


WUkar.  Blaka.  UnH.  Rydar. 
MoortOoM.  Paran.  Bon.  KaMar.  Kaataa. 
WBtaon.  Hodga.  Soba  (not  oaad):  Portar. 
Ropar.Evana. 

torfatai  tom  CoDad,  Prisiiart.  Lockwood. 
Pwirtco.  Whlta,  Foatar.  Hotorway.  Ramaaoi 
BoadtoCoratan,  Haytaa.  Soba  (not  uaad7 
AJaop,  Smldi,  HayflaU. 

Art  BA34.  Nab  D R Ortak  (Woravtor  Part). 


Wrwahoan  — fi)2  Wigan (1)2 

OwanSB  Smaata22 

Connolly  B3  KI  Word  71 


bam  MarrloiL  McSragcr.  Hardy.  Roaaal 
Hwaaa  (Rtfltar  7W.  Caray.  (3mk  (SUnnar  56). 
Owen.  Connolly.BpInkIRobanB  54),  wart. 
Will wi  Pa 1 1 lit  flia an  Hiaiji  flmantll. 

Mt»lblaaLMonian.Laa.KHord.  Ouaeu 

[Wamo  64).  Rogan.  Low*  (Branca  S3).  Sob 

(not  oaad):  nwanry. 

Art  4^77.  Haft  M L Doan  (Eaathara). 


Wyimnitia-CTO  Vhrtfoni (0)0 

WganwWa  Taylor.  Kmetako.  Kawuagti,  Ryan. 

McCarthy,  RmyBL  Canon,  BeetoSiallard, 

MoOavtn.  Brawn.  SoM  (not  oaad):  MohaiL 

Harkki.  Sanpaon 

SMSard  Ctumbenaln.  Otoba.  Kaonady.  Pago, 
Milton.  Moanay.NDOHMIBomo.Hyda.  Lao. 
Johraon.  RoblnaocL  Srtta  (not  uaad):  Palmar. 
Lowndaa.EaBton. 

Art  WSOl  m M E Ptaree  (Portsroootn). 


Barraa.Hknrtwrti.Ttoktar.Craa  aw  an,  Rowa. 
stapbanatn  Soba  (not  uaadt  Jordan. 
Omening.  Bull. 

torbwrty  Davison.  MoDerrootL  Oaltoaora. 
Handyakta.  Rodgar,  JobBng,  Donovan, 
WtddfagtoglJvtoBMntia.  Biarfc.  aravaaSitoa 
(not  mao):  ctara,  Lmrar,  ButtartakL 
Art  7JB3.  Roto  J P Robkwon  (Hoa). 
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p 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

Pis 

24 

13 

& 

3 

38  24 

♦7 

24 

11 

10 

3 

44  22 

48 

24 

11 

8 

5 

25  23 

41 

24 

10 

9 

5 

85  28 

SO 

24 

ID 

8 

a 

38  32 

38 

24 

11 

5 

B 

35  30 

SS 

24 

B 

13 

3 

38  28 

87 

24 

Tl 

4 

9 

36  34 

37 

24 

11 

4 

9 

35  31 

87 

24 

10 

7 

7 

34  32 

87 

24 

8 

7 

8 

25  22 

34 

23 

B 

9 

6 

32  27 

33 

23 

9 

B 

B 

90  SO 

33 

23 

8 

7 

8 

35  35 

31 

24 

7 

10 

7 

32  30 

31 

24 

9 

2 

13 

30  30 

SO 

23 

6 

14 

4 

21  21 

SB 

23 

7 

S 

10 

33  36 

87 

23 

8 

B 

9 

28  29 

88 

23 

0 

8 

9 

29  34 

** 

24 

8 

4 ' 

14 

33  44 

28 

24 

6 

4 ' 

M 

23  38 

as 

24 

3 

9 ' 

12 

20  34 

IS 

23 

1 

6 ■ 

16 

18  67 

8 

.mo 


amt  — ms 
Simpson  57.  Dovtan  80 
wwat  HanWon.  Storttoy  (vniaoa  4).  Harto 
Haakt  HDwarti.  Haeham.Sonrto  Goodhlnd. 
Dautno,  MoQWWi  {ktoatata  B8L  Sknpann. 
miaon  (Manual  B6). 

irtnrinphTylar,  Linton  (Noal  67).  Dnay. 
a*  (Lawta  84).  FMMo.  Edwanta.  Hougmon. 
Payna,  Camdtafs  (Rowa64).  ckAnn.  Fkarui. 
Art  fcMfc  Rato  B Kitight  (Optngtan). 


BrfgMoo  — (0)4  Cbfdwtw (8)4 

EiMAan47.B2.BS  RantonlS.26 

Minton  B8  (pen)  Adcock  23 

BtampoTS 

tadai  Rmd.  8m  Mi.  Toot  pMeaarMtkaq. 

M Irion.  Hobaon.  Jotmaon,  Skxar.  Mayo. 
Bartar.Embtan.  Ltogor.  Soba  (not  oaodt  Sml. 
Arwah. 

ih— Oar  Emberton.  Dutma.Gragory, 
Shataan  ffltical#4G}.  Groan*.  Cawtay.  WBctaa. 

Rankin,  Foraaa  (Dogold  73),  Mead.  Sbonpa. 

8itt  (not  uaad):  Sala. 

2.647.  into  M R Haisay  (Watwyn  Sdn  o. 


mi 


■mo 


bridge  Barren.  Ctmtary.  Wttoon.  Aahbaa. 
Foator.OampbriL  Wanton,  Kyd,  Taylor.  Bodar. 
BeaH.  SUM  [not  ummQ:  Banjamto,  Joaapb. 


LOi1anailyaa.Cbanntng. 


fCrifBtoa  Ed).  Joaeph,  Ung.  warren.  Orapaon 

(Rtabanta  73).  Karrta.  top*  ~ 


Naylor.  So 

. Warren.  ( 


Hard*,  togsatnorp*  (Hanaon  83). 

K a Loach  (WbMmampnn). 


DatoW  — ln1  *S^B2  10,1 

OarATrtoltaiDrti.MUinalnn.BaMB.YowB. 
Hama.  rowtaf.O^idttifan,  l*anf— i.fl— mi. 
Dm.  Cara*  SUM  (not  uaad):  Jar  man.  Stokar. 

■M0L 

IbrttarBayaa.  Bata.  Cyrua  (Inman  55).  Blrta. 
CtortL  Rtahordaon.  Rowbottian.  DavUn. 
Ttadata.  MadUn  [Fry  7SL  Flack.  SuM  Inal 


Art&GZS.  Rar.  S 0 Banned  (FtodWB). 


bnttartd (0)2 

Da  Vm  48[oa) 

Artsy  90 


— (1)4 

Naylor  48 
OtvarES 
Donwres.73 
tkaritogtoa  Praoca.  Shaw.  Barnard.  Da  VOa. 
BturmbO.  AtWrwon.  Oflver.  Baughaa.  Roberta. 
Doraar.  NnAor.  Soba  (nol  uaatft  ttopa. 
RobtosmvDi  toita- 

■aaataatlabl  Plica.  Unaon  [Roaa  46).  Edgy. 
Paniw.  Hawarti.  McDonald.  Aataay.  Wood. 
Irvtog  (Pari  71),  Powar.SonaL  Soba  (not 
uMdl' London. 

Art  3 JC.  WaftSJBatort  ICWMlarllald). 


-(1)3  Sowbam (0)0 

Hataday*,BB.Ciart67 

HaattapoolHoUund,  Knowtsa.  Lucas.  Barron, 
McDonald,  hpara.  Beach.  Cuban.  Padarsen. 
HaUday.  Howard.  Sum  [not  uaad):  Clark,  tort. 
Miner. 

■iii  tinrai  gb  RhodM.  Kayo.  Hecklnpbottom. 

Conway.  Aidn.  Rockan,  WMtanw.  MoBhanor 

(Campboil  60).  Robwaon  (a  BamaV  71). 

Broo  Is,  &KUIn  (T.  Barman  78). 

Art  XS0&  Rato  AR  LaMa  (DarwanL 


Dawhurat6B 


.(0)1 


M8 

VmrianBZ 
Thomas  67 
i.  Ettocn,  Dawtasal 
Darby, 


MMCSyWItoon. 

Hoddng,  Joyce,  Baorwy.  

Marm.  Mtuflald.  SuM  (not  uaad):  WklgM. 
EHnjpmv.  Qtdgtay. 

ChsriurtMnctolr.  Davidson.  JaMdno. 
Rtchsntaon.  WholBn.  Atetord,  Berman.  Woods 
(Jonaa  71).  Riimier.  FUtonA  McDonald 
(Thorsas  54).  Bobs  (not  uaad):  Qltaa. 

Art  BA07.  Mr  M D Uesstas  (York) 


Lincoln. 


■ one 


noMiwham (0)1 

whlta  62 

LtaeofaCHr Vaughan,  Smtto.  Whitney. 
Flwnlng.HolnMa.  AMdn,WMinB,  Hone. 
Bornon.  Brawn,  Stonaa.  SuM  (not  uaad): 
Robartaon.  Atotao.  Stanc 
tasdiai  tiwa  Mbrnne.  Rlcbantton.  Roscos. 
Gamer.  KrWL  Wamar.  Bony.  Thompson 
(Goodwin  46).Wh(toGto«w. Tlytar.  Sriw(nM 


Rati  M BPtkalBanwwJivRnnaMV 


umdV  Hma.  Bos. 
ArtSXO. 


— (1)3  Sbranvabry (i)1 

■ LancaUilra40  - WBdtogJE 
Painter  71.  Bryaon  00 

lbiitodriaCdwantaiFensoma.Bar1qw.Rawd. 
Pindar.  Ooucfc.  Bahay.  Patoter.  Leonard. 
FUnttL  AOdneon.  SuM  (not mad):  Bryaon. 
Smart  Lancashire. 

towba)  Edwards.  Taylor  (Currie  72), 
Hamer.  Pi  eoc*.  Gayle.W1ldtog  (Hort»rt45). 
Trttton,  Whlta.  Stoato  Saabury,  Scott 

(Jaglalkam. 

Jltoi2247.  Btaft  A 0 witay  (BamenaodL 


Sc'ttxxpw  — (1)1  Motts  Co (1)2 

Hondon3(og)  Jones  48. 6 

■iiad1—1>»ltoll»drinr1ia.WataH.McAotay. 
Sartort.  NoO.  Hope.  Wakor.  D’Auito.  Eyre. 
Fonaatar.  Houaham.  SuM  (not  oaad):  WUcox. 
OatatyOarcto  OrraondrowL 
MaMaCa  Ward.  Hannon.  Pamae,  Radmils, 
StoBddar,  Btradough  (Rod  noon  BSL  Ftonon, 
Derry,  Farrell,  Jonaa,  Roboari  (Martlndata  BO). 
SuM  (not  land):  Khnmya. 

AW4.7B1.  Bab  0 Pugh  (Wlrral). 


Tut  tyiay  — (0)2  twins  . 
MB  52.  Roberts  ffi 


•mo 


Tonpoy  Unttad  Vaysrry.  Qumay.  MOciioli, 
Robkunn,  Qnma.  Watson.  LaadDkiar.  ton, 
jtdk.  Ftahoris.  TuSy.  Sitoa  (not  uaad):  Thomaa, 
Padaan.  Hapgooa. 

iMnHaChyRMOm.  Price.  HartftaM 
(Bn  S»L  Wataar.  Edwanta.  Bou  no.  Cusart, 
wndn  (OWonuwn  06).  Applaky  ponktoa  M], 
Ampadu.  Coatoo. 

Art2JW6.R*fiMCBaflay0mptaqtonl. 


Non-League 


CONFERENCE 


2 Yaovfl 
Z wenlng 

2 HaUtoz 

1 Kattarlng 

1 KMdwnunator 

3 TaOord  ' 

2 Somhport 


Stovsnage 

Itayrt 

Pamboraugh 


YaoaB 


YWHord 


P 

W 

D 

L F A PH 

22 

14 

B 

2 46  22  43 

20 

13 

5 

2 35  19  44 

21 

12 

5 

4 45  28  41 

22 

11 

B 

3 35  28  41 

23 

13 

2 

8 40  34  41 

22 

11 

7 

4 39  21  40 

21 

9 

5 

6 96  27  33 

22 

B 

5 

B 32  29  88 

IB 

a 

3 

7 32  2S  30 

21 

8 

6 

7 28  27  30 

21 

9 

3 

9 32  » 30 

20 

7 

5 

7 29  26  87 

22 

6 

B 

8 31  34  88 

20 

7 

4 

9 29  34  88 

22 

4 12 

6 31  37  84 

21 

B 

5 

10  30  41  88 

22 

5 

7 10  27  32  88 

23 

5 

7 11  30  37  88 

22 

4 

6 12  SB  46  18 

an 

3 

7 11  21  33  IS 

21 

4 

3 

14  23  42  18 

22 

2 

7 13  25  60  13 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE 


D Boston  uu 
0 WtoatscdUH 
0 Hydolkd 
P W D L F 
84  1G  4 
24  12  7 
28  10  10  | 
24  11  4 
; 11  A 

22  ft  8 

24  B 10  8 40 
19  B 5 S 21 
B 5 


Congtotam  Tn  3.  Wirton 

Alb  3:  Mattock  Tn  3.  Buxton  0. 


DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE 


Baa 

Iwaagaa 

Crawley  Tn 

Dorchrtter 

FoiaatQrean 

Orattoy  Run 

RothwollTki 

rtUngbaama 

SrLwMMda 

WoroaacarC 


Nunsalon 
3 Merthyr 
2 Hataaowan 

0 Hwrtnga 

1 Salisbury 


2 Bunon  AID 

1 KJneoLyrm 

3 CarnbrtdgaC 

4 AsWoraTn 
i TtmwDrti 


P 

W 

D 

L F A 

Pt* 

Merthyr 

21 

14 

4 

3 37  IS 

48 

WormnWrCity 

22 

13 

3 

B 34  22 

ftainrt—  tor 

23 

11 

7 

6 36  21 

40 

21 

11 

a 

PeraatOmwa 

22 

11 

B 

5 49  35 

SS 

tWMumu 

22 

10 

a 

4 34  16 

Athoruona 

22 

10 

5 

7 31  27 

19 

10 

5 

4 30  27 

Hrwatnw 

22 

10 

4 

CrailwTw 

23 

B 

a 

7 34  32 

tartonUUm 

23 

a 

7 

8 28  25 

*1 

T—vnclta 

21 

a 

4 

Itaortaiuuiw 

20 

B 

3 

8 42  35 

87 

HMtbea 

22 

7 

B 

9 36  37 

XT 

OrMUrtm 

23 

B 

3 12  36  48 

87 

niouoMrtrC 

22 

6 

9 

B 23  24 

80 

j 

22 

6 

0 

10  30  36 

X4 

SUnolMMiw* 

22 

8 

3 13  23  34 

SI 

RoUnaaBTlMni 

22 

4 

a 

D £9  49 

<tanhrMB.C«, 

2D 

a 

4 11  24  42 

io 

Ashford  Toot 

IS 

3 

2 13  12  41 

11 

Si  Leonards 

22 

3 

6 16  23  55 

11 

B Rugby  & Corby  Tn  1 tihnion  Tn  K Htnck- 
kry  Utol  Sutton  CoJdiloW  Tn  Si  Moor 

Uhull  Bor  3;  RC  Warwick  4 Eveaham 
Uid  0;  Shepshed  Dyn  4 Btakonall  1;  Stour- 
bridge  o BHabm  Tn  2;  Wisbech  Tn  1 
Qrarttham  Tn  1.  Poartonatt  Braddey  Tn  v 
Raunda  Tn.  Sortl«arw  DMataw  BaL 
dock  Tn  0 Ctielmdlofd  C 2:  Bashley  4 Way 
mouth  Z Clevadon  Tn  1 Waeton-S- 
Mara  0;  Derttord  2 Ertth  ft  Behrtxtere  1: 
Newport  AFC  2 OntMtlordTnl;  Now- 
pori  HMD  2 Faraftam  Tn  1;  Tonbridge  An- 
gala  1 Margate  1:  Watwloavllhi  3 Htu- 
ant  Tn  Z rata  Tn  5 Trowbridge  Tn  S. 

Fisher  ami  London  u 


FleatTn;  Witney  Tn  v Cirencester  Tn. 


Bldetard  1.  Barnstaple  Tn  3. 
LEAOUEOP  V» ALA  Aberystwyth  3. 
Rhayader  Tn  Z Caamarton  Tn  2.  PorOvna- 
dogZ;  Caeraws  i.  Newtown  a Co- 
mans  Ynys  Mon  0.  Bangor  C 3;  Flint  Tn  i. 
Carman's  Quay  Z Haverfordwest  1, 

Ebbw  Vale  4;  Rhyl  0.  Conwy  3. 1 
‘ Wetstipool  v TN3. 

DMata 


BsHymena  2,  Col  oral  no  Z Btemoran  1, 
Unfleld  i:PoriMtown2.0tonavonO. 
Poatponarh  CHttonvUla  v Crusaders.  H 
Mvlslom  Carrlck  0.  Bangor  2. 

PAI  MAnOHAI.  LEAQUrt  Ptartw  ' 

Bohemians  1.  Deny  C D. 


LEADMOl  tKMULBCQtmSt  PACar- 
toagPiaml.iriito  (total):  17  Cola  (Man 
Utd);  Hanson  (West  Ham).  12  Sunon 
(Blackburn]:  Bargkamp  (Arsenal);  VlalH 
(Chaises).  11  Baleno  (Derby):  Fowler 
(Liverpool).  10  Wrlgto  (Arsenal  7 Gal- 
tocher  (Btockbum);  Wallace  (Leads); 
Davfos  (SauimmpBinK'Ouren  (Uverpooi): 
Wenchope  (Derby),  fl  Blake  (Bolton); 

Dl  Canlo  (Stan  Wed). 

Meabrtwrbla  I aep.gr  Pfcet  Mrielen; 

18  Van  HooQdonk  (Naum  Fore^  IB  Alt- 
gall  (Stockport).  14  Hay  (Swindon); 
Mendonca  (Chariton):  Johnson  (Ipswich). 
1*  Campbell  (Nottm  Fbrnst):  Bock 

Hunt  (West  Brant);  Bssnchamp  (Oxford 
may  10  Damn  (Huddersfiold);  PhU- 
Dps  (Sundoriond);  F]onoR  (Shsn  Utd). 
Tsnoarl  Otristort  IT  Boll  (WsImH). 

S4  G«dOrJBdslol  aiy):TnyforJB'Bnt^  -c 

tortp  1 2 Staflard  (Wycombe);  Haytas.  • 
(Bristol  Rovers):  Rowe  (York).  12  AklnbW 
(Giningham);  Barlow  (Otdhani): 
PeachlaolIdD  (Fulham);  Thorp*  (Luton).  10 
Ume  (Wigan);  Ashcroft  (Preston);. 
Kennedy  (Watfort);  Seal  (Northampton}; 
Jensen  (Carllala).  Third  MUbIhs  IB 
Oulrai  (Potorborough).  ISCarTUthars  (Pg- 
tornortnigh.  lOJ  Rowtxjtham  (Exeter). 

12  Bennett  (Cheater);  WMteiwIl  (Mane- 
ftakf):  Christie  (MeneflaU).  1 1 Cullen 
(Hartlepool);  WllUame  (Scarborough); 
Painter  (Rochdale);  Whlta  (Shrews- 
bury); Roberta  [Dor1ln{pDn}.  lOBIrd  - 
(Swansea):  Devine  (Barnri).  0 Glover 
(nathartiam);  Eyre  (Scunthorpe). 


(total  0):  2. 3. 16. 28, 31, 42,  <3, 47, 
4B.  Mo-acorw  draws  (19):  & B,  10, 12. 

13. 17. 18. 20, 25.30. 3Z.  33, 34.35. 40, 41. 
441  «S.  46.  PnB  Mu  toaa—  itowr 
(12):  2, 3. 4,  IB,  23. 28, 27.  28, 31. 36,  <7, 48. 
dnw»  (6):  ft,  20. 26, 32, 33. 

• Ronaldo,  Romsrlo  end  their  BrsxO 
team-maae  win  lake  a break  Irom  year- 
und  holldnys  to  shoot  a commercial 
with  the  renowned  movta  director  John 
Woo.  The  mm  ta  tar  a US  sporawev 
company  that  sponsors  the  national  eoo- 
cerieam. 

The  scenes  era  to  be  shot  In  Rio's 
Galeae- International  Airport  with  the 
team  getting  reedy  tn  taka  oft  lor 
next  summer's  World  Cup  In  Franco. 
Whan  Dm  flight  la  delayed,  Ronaldo 
and  company  get  off  and  display  their 
balhcomrol  artistry  In  the  airport 
Also  taking  part  In  the  ecenae  are  Jun- 
krta  Deni  bon,  Leonardo  and  Ro- 
berto Carlos,  as  wall  as  team  couch 
MertoZagallo. 

• The  Russian  bitematkHni  mid- 
fielder Dmitry  Alenichev  of  Spartak  Moo- 
cow  won  the  annual  ptayer-oMh»- 
year  award  run  by  the  weekly  paper 
Football.  The  survey  wee  carried  out 
acroaa  Russia  Involving  some  200  sports 
joumallsB  and  Alenichev  convinc- 
ingly won  the  tttfe,  scoring  458  points.  On 

■day  the  25-year-old  midfielder 
also  named  the  country's  lop  player 
by  the  Russian  Football  Union  at  Its 
annual  award  ceremony. 

• Bulgaria's  international  mid- 
fleklBr  Kraslmlr  Boiakov  wee  voted  hla 
country's  footballer  of  toe  year.  The 

VIB  Stuttgart  playmsker  la  expectad  to  be 
a key  figure  In  the  Bulgarian  team  at 
the  World  Cup  flimta. 


Weekend  fixtures 


(3J)  unless  stated) 

[*4  = aJMlckflf} 

Football 

FACARJUNG  PREMIERSHIP 

Bamstoy  v Derty. 


BtackbumvCPslaca. 
Coventry  v Man  Utd  __ 
Everton  vBoltDii-, 


LewtovAvina. 

LaI coster  v Shaft  Wad 

NmcabUb  v Liverpool  (SD). 
Tottenham  v Arsenal . 


Wimbledon  v West  Ham 

KYasaJI  LMAtSUto  rrrnbn  Cha- 
iham  v Ayleebury;  Oakrich  v KMgaianlan: 
Enfield  v Berahan  Mtoott  Qraveeend  - 
N v Bromley;  Hendon  v Harrow  Bon 
HMfOridgsvB  Stanford:  fated  Gv 
Basingstoke:  Purbeat  vDapA  Rxt  S1AI- 
bana  v MtcMn;  Sufon  Utd  v Carshal. 

V3m  Yaodlng  v Wskon  & Hnrsham. 

Mill  Prawiiaii  Altr» 

ton  TnvB  Auckland:  Aflrinchamv  Leigh 

RMC  Bantoer  Br  v A Stanley:  Fricktoy 

Enier.  GuWfey  * Btyttii  Lanoastar  v 

Banow; fluncorn  vftJwynBey. 

nuiRMtiuiiniRvri 

AtMerd  * Rortwefl:  Cambridge 
C*  Forest  GnpGloucetMrCvaree- 
ley;  lieillvr  v wofcastoR  Nupoaion  v SR- 
Ungbcwme:  SeUeowy  v fit  Leonarda. 

- MTowt  Burton  v Bromagrw«  Has- 
v Brils  King*  Lynn  vArtarstane. 

' BUetonuMoorGnsRaddUcliv 
oe:  SotUndl  v WtaboctE  Stef* 
lord  vBcoworto.  »o*dhan«Cfnd  ariord  v 
WUnanPorehamv  Tonbridge;  Fieri  v 

Ctesadoft;  Hawnt  v Newport  Margptt  v 
i{  weatoh^kiai*  vwajerioo. 
vatas»ftiynioutnvDartord. 

Omtan  War  Cabto-Tsi  v Bony  • 

ThCLaO). 


NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE 

PM  DfvMoa 

Birmingham  v Tranmwra 

Bradford  C v Hudderefleld 

Bury  v Crewe. 


Man  C v Nottm  Forest 

Mklcflesbrough  v Stockport 

Oxford  utd  v Sunderland  (ck)  

Pon  Vale  v Wolverhampton  (1.0) 

OPR  v Reading 


Shaft  Utd  v Cfiartton  (1.0). 
Swindon  v Ipswich 

West  Brom  v Stoke 


Second  DMaion 

Blackpool  v Wrexham 

Bristol  Rvre  v Boumsmoutti . 

Ch*«terfl*ld  v York 

Fulham  V Bristol  C (L2J>) 

Grimsby  v Preston  (1.0) 

MHhraJI  v Luton. 


Northampton  v Walsall  (1Z.0) . 

Oldham  v Bum] ay  (1.0) 

Soufhand  v Wycombe  (12_0)  _ 
Watford  v Plymouth. 


Wigan  v Ceriislo  (1Z_0;  a-t) . 
Third  DMaion 

Chester  v Scunthorpe 

Exeter  v Torquay  (11.0) 

L Orient  v Doncaster. 

Macdesflald  v Rochdale 

Mansfield  v Lincoln  C (12J). 
Not»  County  v Harrtapool — 

Peterborough  v Brighton 

Rotherham  v Hull  (12.0). 


Scarborough  v Darlington  _ 
Shrewsbury  v Cardiff  (124). 
Swansea  v Barnet 


UWWiWtit  BMalf  Canaan  v Eae- 
Ington  CWM;  Durhem  C v Crook  Tn; 
Murioa  v OimstM  FadantteG  RTM  Naw> 
castle  v Penrith;  aeehaai  R8  v Start- 
ton;  Tow  LawTn  vSMIdon. 


BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAOUE 
Ptwomt  Mvisfmi 

Aberdeen  v Motherwell  — 

Dunfermline  v Hearts  - ■ 

Hlberrdan  v Kilmarnock. 

Rangers  v Dundee  Utd. 

SI  Johnstone  v Celtic— 


SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
Hret  Division 

Airdrie  v St  Mirren 

Ayr  v Gr  Morton 

Dundee  v Falkirk 

Hamilton  v Partick 

Stirling  v Ralth 


Second  DhrtsloB 

Clydebank  v Clyde  __ 
Forfar  v Brechin. 


Inverness  CT  v East  File 

Stanhousemulr  v Livingston . 
Strenraerv  Quean  of  South. 

TUrd  Division 

Berwick  v Dumbarton 

Cowdenbeath  v Rots  Co  — 

East  Stirling  v Alloa 

Montrose  v Arbroath 
Queen's  Pk  v Albion 


HMHUkMD  UMAinh  Brora  Rngra  v 
HAdc  Aoadamy;  DavrtMvale  v Buride 
ThtaUe;  Fort  WUIam  vCtaehn8CUddln; 
Fraserburgh  v Peterhead;  HunOy  vGove 
Rngra;  Lneaiemourt  vSgln  G:  Naim 
CO  v Forres  Mechanics;  Rothea  v KsHh. 
FAI  MA-nOMAL  tEAJHJB  PYwalrt 
niiiriu  iii  Finn  HarpavDiemik  (720): 
Sligo  Rvra  v Drogheda  Ltta  (7J0J. 
TaurtvvwiCorfcC  vShettnume  (2JH; 
Shamraek  Rvre  v Kilkenny  C;  UCO  v 
anhericte  Art  (TUB). 


Arte  v Omagh  Tn.  Mrs*  Mthtae  Baky- 
dars  v Lama;  Dungannon  SwHta  v Ll- 
mavady  Utd;  Nemyv  Died  Deiy. 


(20):  Gtouceator 
v RUawfionS;  Hariaqulre  v London . 

Irish;  Northampton  v Wasps;  Bale  v Bart. 
PreuriorrifoTw  FytdevBadfard 
(2J):  Moerioy  v Rotoarham. 

JVBfSOM  MAnOMAL  UBAOUb 
Om  Harragats  v miariedaie  (2.15): 

Leeds  v Worcester,  LoMofl  Wetah  v 
Rnaalyn  Pk;  Mortey  v Obey;  Nottingham  v 
Newbuy:  Readng  v Lydnoy  £4.15): 

Rupby  v Uverpooi  9t  Helene.  Twm  Mortbi 
Hinckley  v Sedgley  Pk  (2JQ;  Lichfield 
v Pterion  Graeahappare  (LSD);  Nuneaton 
v Manchester  (2J30):  Sandal  v Kendal 
(2.15L  ShefBrid  v Blnringham/SeUhuii 
(4J0):  Walsall  vAspatrla  pjm;  Wftn- 
ntngttn  Pk  v Stou  rtirldge  (L3(B  SmHb 
Qieftoihain  v North  Watoham  (230): 

Esher  v Brtdgwator  (3.15);  ttoniey  v ctiffcm 

(LQ;  Met  Po*C«  v Havant  Plymouth  v 
Cembertey  (280):  Tabart  v Bariung  (2.16); 
Wwdnn-G-Mara  v Rodnitn. 


ariw  DMsipnt  Bridgend  v Ebtra  Vale 
(2J0;  LlaneHl  v Cardiff  (20);  Neath  v 
Newport  (2Q;  Swansea  v Pontypridd  (83). 
WpH  nftiMare  Abaravan  v Treondy 
(20);  Bpnymean  v Ponijpeol  (lOJ'.oroea 


KeysvJ  .... 

Abartitwry  (2J8:  Merthyr  v Newbridge 
(23):  EoiAh  Wales  Police  v Rurnney 
(S3);  UWIC  (Cardiff  iMftv  Do  rwanf  (20). 

DMtaMfoiNMawitertaTsilrlino  Co 
(23):  JatFForett  v Cierie  (2.D);  Mel- 

roea  v Hawick  P31;  Whtaonlana  v Bor- 

oughmulrpLtftWwtriWriiendv 

Heriota  FP  (2J®.  Btaeood  DMaCaei  Blggar 
v Gala  (231:  Dunosa  HSFP  v PaaOJea 

(23);  Kdtso  v Guegow  Hawke  (Z.D);  K0- 

nwnock  v Kirkcaldy  (20);  Pr*«un 

Lodge  v MiBseOsvgh  (43).  nans  Dt*- 

tatoae  Ahaniesn  f3SFP  v Qianraawe 

(Zm;  ouapenv  Southern  v Ayr  (2J3):  Gor- 

doniane  v SrtkJrk  ffO);  Oknangemouth 
v HUlhaAfUJorttanhin  ptflH  Gtewarte  MM 
FPvSHwer«y(23). 


Rugby  League 
sax  CUT  eHALLWOKCUPr 
Saoaod  rvtmta  Charleston  v SaiMlawortn 
ttOLStauuad  raid  rettaayi  Leigh 
■Mnara  » Watney  Central  (23). 

.Trial in  1*0014  rouirfi  Myton 

warrlora  v Norland  (113). 
niBLYlun.'lEli  HurWrafieW 
vWpnlDffon  (23D). 

Toaaanwrt  Bramiay  « Hunelet  (12JQ. 

Tometiuv 

LAMCASHBE  CUTi  Hnali  WB»r^ 
head  v Wigan  Rooa  Br  (23,  Saddleworib 

Rgra). 

CUmvaA  CUPrlfinab  Broughton  Rfl 
v EUonboreugh  flO,  Dorwenf  Pk. 

World  ngton). 


LEAOun  Birmingham 
v Newcastle  (73Q). 

Tarttiiwr  Chewer  v London  T 
fSOtn  Moncheater  v Grnetnr  London 
Meweeadnv  Waited  (U8k 
v Crystal  Pataca  (63)- 


ka  Hnckay 

UVUU  CUPi  Manchaater  v Bruek- 
nell  (7.0k  NewcasBa*  Ayr  (6301;  Notting- 
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Stand  aside  for  a stalemate . . . Tore  Andre  Flo.  left  who  set  up  Chelsea’s  goat  and  Wimbledon’s  Ben  Thatcher  battle  for  possession  at  Stamford  Bridge  photooupk:  peih%  Jordan 

Chelsea  1 , Wimbledon  1 

Low-key  Blues  lose  rhythm 


Russell  Thomas 


THE  swagger  of  the 
current  kings  of  Lon- 
don was  reduced  to  a 
heavy-footed  trudge 
yesterday  after  a 
Wimbledon  side  at  their  un- 
charitable best  and  a cbm 
wind  blew  Chelsea's  champi- 
onship prospects  into  cool 
perspective 

Wimbledon,  having  been 
gifted  an  equaliser  midway  in 
the  first  half;  merely  stuck  to 
their  simple,  smothering  plan 
and  that  was  enough  to  keep 
an  out-of-tune  Chelsea  and  a 
quiet  Stamford  Bridge..  sub- 
dued. After  all  the  riches  said 


to  be  beckoning  Chelsea,  this 
was  plain  fere  indeed. 

After  the  malevolence  of 
Leeds*  visit,  this  was  almost 
gentlemanly  stuff  — & mere 
three  bookings,  all  for  Wim- 
bledon — bat  the  combined 
four  points  lost  at  home  may 
do  nasty  things  to  Chelsea’s 
title  aspirations.  On  this  evi- 
dence, such  hopes  are  the 
stuff  of  Disney  dreams. 

There  was  little  imagina- 
tion. let  alone  fentasy/from 
Ruud  Gullit’s  team,  even  after 
Gianfranco  Zola  was  brought 
on  just  past  the  hour.  The 
original  intention  was  to  keep 
Zola  on  the  bench.  Just  as 
Chelsea  successfully  digta 
their  2-0  win  at  Wimbledon  m 


August  Now,  even  Zola  could 
not  find  a way  past  Wimble-' 
don’s  defence. 

Yet  the  plot  had  started  so 
promisingly  for  Chelsea.  In 
foe  eighth  minute  Tore  Andre 
Flo  cleverly  outmanoeuvred 
Dean  Blackwell  on  the  byline 
and  his  low  cross  was  jabbed 
home  by  Gianluca  ViaUL  It 
was  the  Italian's  12th  goal  in 
15  games  and  the  Bridge 
settled  back  in  expectation. 

Ed  De  Goey  and  his  defen- 
sive colleagues  were  scarcely 
troubled  until  one  of  them, 
Frank  Sinclair,  lost  concen- 
tration and  presented  the  ball 
straight  to  the  feet  of  the  dill- 
Michael  .fjtfc&fg.  Sta- 
back-pass  was  woefully 


short  and  the  Wimbledon 
midfielder  veered  wide  of  the 
goalkeeper  before  planting 
the  ball  into  the  far  corner. 

Chelsea  never  recovered 
from  this  27th-minute  set- 
back, Sinclair  likewise.  Early 
in  the  second  half  the  full- 
back was  dispossessed  by 
Hughes,  this  time  without 
issue,  but  two  minutes  later 
Sinclair  was  replaced  by 
Steve  Clarke. 

Chelsea,  by  now,  were  also 
in  need  of  creative  repairs. 
Roberto  Dl  Mstteo  saw  a 
close-range  shot  parried  by 
Neil  Sullivan  and  Dan 
Petrescu  drove  narrowly 
wide.  But  the  grip  of  Black- 
well  and  Ben  Thatcher  was 


tightening  on  Vlalli  and  Flo. 
Zola  arrived,  at  Vi sill's  ex- 
pense, and  soon  delivered  a 
shot  luckily  deflected  by  a 
Wimbledon  foot  Yet  by  this 
tfmA  Wimbledon  were  ruelng 
their  own  dose  things  when 
Hughes  was  denied  by  the 
Sprawling  De  Goey  and  Mar- 
cus Gayle  shot  just  wide. 

Stalemate  was  inevitable 
though  seemingly  not  for 
Chelsea’s  Frank  Leboeafi  who 
greeted  the  final  whistle  by 
hammering  the  ball  into  the 
home  dug-out  — fortunately 
vacated — in  frustration. 

The  Wimbledon  manager 
Joe  KTnnawr  could  not  resist  a 
dig  at  Chelsea.  “They  [Chel- 
sea] hit  quite  a few  long  balls 


early  on  — and  in  the  rad 
they  were  forced  to.” 

Gullit  offered  his  own  acer- 
bic view  of  the  opposition. 
*Tfs  easier  to  demolish  a car 
than  to  put  a car  together.  If 
we  had  not  given  that  chance 
away,  they  would  never  have 
scored."  - 

Confronted  with  the  con- 
trast of  Manchester  United’s 
recent  five-goal  demolition  of 
Wimbledon,  Gullit  responded 
in  typically  enigmatic  fash- 
ion. “Our  defence  is  excellent, 
the  attack  is  excellent  The 
big  picture  is  there.  But 
people  outside  [the  dub]  ex- 
pect more  from  us  than  we 
are  at  the  moment.  We  have 
to  take  it  step  fry  step." - 


West  Ham  United  1 , Coventry  City  0 

Killer  Kitson 


Paul  Weaver 


LIKE  ALL  accomplished 
escapologists  Coventry 
City  go  through  a little 
pre-miracle  routine.  In  which 
they  show  their  audience  the 
strength  of  the  chains  and 
handcuflh.  the  implacability 
of  the  strailjacket  and  the 
utter  hopelessness  of  their 
Imminent  position. 

Right  now  Coventry  could 
not  plummet  any  fester  if 
they  drove  the  team  bus  off 
Beacby  Head.  Perhaps  this 
time  they  really  have  gone  be- 
yond salvation. 

City  have  lost  five  of  their 
last  six  games  and  their  10 
away  matches  have  produced 
just  three  goals  and  one  vic- 
tory, with  their  last  four  jour- 
neys yielding  one  goal  and  no 
points.  And  they  play  Man- 
chester United  tomorrow. 

In  the  opening  minutes  of 
this  match,  in  which  they  ap- 
peared nervous  and  off  bal- 
ance, it  seemed  that  West 
Ham  would  have  little  diffi- 
culty in  improving  upon  a 
home  record  which,  with  the 
exception  of  Manchester 
United,  is  superior  to  any- 
thing else  in  the  Premiership. 

West  Ham  had  an  off-day  at 
Upton  Park,  however,  and 
Coventry,  down  to  10  men  for 
the  final  35  minutes,  might 
have  pinched  a point,  al- 
though it  would  have  been 
more  than  they  deserved. 

The  goal  that  should  have 
opened  the  floodgates  came 
after  17  minutes.  Eyal  Berko- 
vie  held  off  two  defenders  to 
thread  the  ball  through  to 
Paul  Kitson  who  slipped  it 
under  Magnus  Hedtnan. 


To  be  fair  to  West  Ham, 
Berkovtc,  so  influential  in 
m irtfipiH  as  his  old  Southamp- 
ton manager  Graeme  Sonness 
looked  on  from  the  stands, 
took  a knee  injury  in  the 
movement  and  his  perfor- 
mance fell  away  and  he  was 
taken  off  in  the  42nd  minute. 
He  is  unlikely  to  be  fit  for 
tomorrow  at  Wimbledon. 

West  Ham,  who  have  now 
won  11  of  their  12  home 
games  In  all  competitions,  did 
not  have  too  many  clear-cut 
chances  after  that,  but  Kitson 
should  have  done  better  in 
the  74th  minute  when  Frank 
Lampard's  pass  sent  him 
dear;  the  striker  lost  the  ball 
as  he  tried  to  round  Hedman, 
when  he  might  have  passed 
back  to  the  unmarked  Lartv- 
pard.  Stan  Lazaridis  also 
went  close  when  his  at- 
tempted cross  hit  the  post. 

Coventry  were  reduced  to 
10  men  when  George  Boateng, 
their  £250,000  buy  from 
Feyenoord,  brought  down 
Lampard  to  become  their 
fourth  player  to  be  sent  off 
this  season.  It  was  his  second 
bookable  offence  and  his  man- 
ager Gordon  Strachan  was 
not  critical  of  the  referee. 

"I  was  disappointed  in  the 
player,”  said  Strachan.  "He 
shouldn’t  have  gone  diving 
in.  We  did  well  in  stopping 
Kitson  and  [John]  Hartson 
today.  But  quality  lets  us 
down.  We  must  try  to  find 
some  more  quality.” 

There  was  no  feck  of  ability 
from  Dion  Dublin,  in  the 
middle  of  Coventry’s  defence. 
This  poacher-turned-game- 
keeper  shut  Hartson  out  of 
the  game.  No  wonder  Crystal 
Palace  have  their  eye  on  him. 


Crystal  Palace  1 ^Southampton  1 

Zohar  not  so  good 


TVewor  Hayfett 


FEW  Crystal  Palace  play- 
ers were  willing  to  take  a 
crucial  penalty  with  10 
minntas  remaining  at  Sel- 
burst  Park  yesterday.  The 
pressure  was  considerable, 
for  such  things  can  determine 
Premiership  destiny. 

Itzlk  Zohar,  a substitute 
who  had  been  on  the  field  for 
eight  minutes.  Is  by  all  ac- 
counts a mean  striker  of  the 
ball  but  he  made  a mess  of  the 
referee’s  generosity,  allowing 
Paul  Jones  to  save  low  to  his 
left  and  Southampton  to  sur- 
vive an  open  encounter. 

Everybody  knows  the  fes- 
tive season  is  best  sprat  at 
home  but  Palace  most  have 
wanted  to  be  anywhere  but  at 
their  own  ground  on  Boxing 
Day.  On  nine  occasions  now 
they  have  foiled  to  claim  their 
first  league  home  win  of  the 
season  and.  thanks  to  Zohar, 
that  search  goes  on  into  1998. 

The  Palace  manager  was 
asked  afterwards  how  his  Is- 
raeli midfielder  was  feeling. 
“You  can  imagine  that  for 
yourself  and  be  doesn't  even 
get  to  celebrate  Christmas," 
replied  Steve  Coppell,  who 
then  explained  why  a player 
relatively  new  to  the  contest 
was  put  in  that  position. 
“He's  confident  and  I’ve  al- 
ways been  told  that  if  a player 
feels  in  the  right  mood  he 
should  be  given  the  chance." 

Not  long  ago  Southampton 
were  everybody’s  poor  rela- 
tion but  so  wisely  has  Dave 
Jones  Invested  that  he  could 
afford  to  rest  his  inspirational 
attacker  Kevin  Davies  yester- 
day in  favour  of  Egh  Osten- 


stad.  By  comparison.  Palace's 
resources  are  alarmingly  thin. 

Bruce  Dyer,  their  usual  pen- 
alty taker  and  the  player  who 
convinced  the  referee  that  Ja- 
son Dodd  had  Illegally  hnitpd 
his  burst  into  the  area,  felt  un- 
able to  take  it  because  of  an 
ankle  injury.  And  Neil  Ship- 
periey.  who  had  minutes  ear- 
lier scored  his  sixth  goal  In 
Right  games  to  give  Palace 
parity,  was  forced  off  with  a 
combination  of  groin  and 
♦high  strains. 

. Coppell  described  South- 
ampton’s 39th  minute  opener 
as  a "Le  Tissler  strike  from 
someone  who  1s  not  Le  Tis- 
ster”.  Dodd  scuffed  his  cross 
but  when  it  arrived  at  Mat- 
thew Oakley  the  midfielder 
imipathwi  a stunning  volley 
into  the  net  off  the  underside 
of  the  bar. 

Though  the  goal  rewarded 
periods  of  neat  combination 
play  from  the  visitors  it  was 
hard  on  Palace  who  had  seen 
Dyer  prod  an  effort  against  the 
post  in  the  seventh  minute 
and  were  further  frustrated 
shortly  alter  when  Sbipperley 
was  Inches  away  from  con- 
verting his  partner's  pass. 

Palace’s  best  period  built  to 
a crescendo  around  the  hour 
mark  and  finally  bore  fruit  on 
62  minutes  when  Dean  Gor- 
don met  Simon  Rodger’s  cor- 
ner and  Shtpperley  stabbed 
the  ball  home. 

Davies  promised  to  swing 
the  game  tuck  Southampton’s 
way  when  he  emerged  as  a 
second-half  substitute  but 
Jones  was  happy  with  the 
point,  less  so  the  penalty- 
“The  lad  [Dyer]  is  quick  and 
strong  and  does  not  need  to 
add  tbnt  to  big  game” 


Bolton  Wanderers  1 , Barnsley  1 

Gudni enough 


MarkRcdrfing 


JUST  over  63  years  ago 
Barnsley  visited  Bolton 
and  were  thrashed  8-0 
in  Wanderers’  record  league 
victory. 

Ray  Westwood  scored  four 
in  that  Second  Division  show- 
down during  what  was  to  be  a 
momentous  season  for  the 
tiro  forward,  who  went  on  to 
collect  30  goals  in  38  league 
games  and  earn  his  first  cap 
for  England. 

How  Bolton  could  do  with 
another  Westwood  now.  They 
have  scored  just  17  in  the 
league  this  season  and  could 
manage  no  more  than  one 
yesterday  against  the  Pre- 
miership's poorest  defence. 
Barnsley  have  now  conceded 
51  goals,  31  on  their  travels, 
but  they  would  have  kept  a 
cleqn  sheet  In  the  Keebok  had 
it  not  been  for  a freakish 
piece  of  brilliance  brom  the 
Bolton  captain  Gudni  Bergs- 
son  seven  minutes  before 
half-time. 

The  home  side,  who  were 
missing  two  of  their  best  play- 
ers in  the  suspended  pair 
Alan  Thompson  and  Dean 
Holdsworth,  had  been 
strangely  hesitant  in  the  last 
third  of  the  field  and  David 
Watson  in  the  Barnsley  goal 
had  had  nothing  to  deal  with. 

Then  Bergsson  advanced 
with  the*ball  from  his  right- 
back  position,  moved  slightly 
inside,  looked  up  and,  seeing 
Watson  off  his  line,  shot 
fiercely  and  precisely  from 
fully  40  yards,  over  the  disbe- 
lieving goalkeeper’s  head  and 
into  the  net 

“It  was  a stupendous  strike. 


a wonder  goal,”  -said  the 
Barnsley  manager  Danny 
Wilson.  ‘It  dipped  and  it  bent 
and  went  arse  over  tit  before 
it  went  in.’’ 

It  was  harsh  on  Barnsley, 
who  had  attacked  with  an  ad- 
venture generally  thought  in- 
appropriate for  a basement 
side,  sweeping  through  the 
Sluggish  Bolton  midfield  like 
a destructive  Christmas 
whirlwind. 

Georgi  Hristov  had  already 
missed  a sitter  and  fired 
against  the  post  when  he  put 
the  visitors  ahead  in  the  20th 
minute.  The  goal  came  when 
Darren  Sheridan  drifted  right 
to  left  across  the  front  of  the 
penalty  area  before  trying  his 
luck  with  a shot;  Gavin  Ward 
chose  to  punch  the  ball  out 
but  did  not  canned  strongly 
and  Hristov,  the  £L5  million 
buy  from  Partizan  Belgrade, 
dived  forward  to  head  home. 

If  it  had  been  like  watching 
Brazil  in  the  first  half,  it  was 
like  watching  Guatemala  in 
the  second  as  Barnsley  con- 
centrated on  defence. 

Bolton,  however,  never 
really  looked  dangerous,  al- 
though Per  Frahdsen  was  un- 
lucky with  a free-kick  that 
came  bade  off  the  bar.  "It 
would  probably  have  been  an 
Injustice  had  we  won.”  said 
the  Bolton  manager  Colin 
Todd. 

Bolton  now  go  to  Everton 
tomorrow,  with  Barnsley  at 
home  to  Derby  County.  These 
two  promoted  clubs  win  have 
a chance  to  settle  their  differ- 
ences again  next  Saturday  in 
the  FA  Cop  third  round  at 
OakweH  but -after  three  draws 
in  tbelr  last  three  games  do 
not  bet  against  a replay. 


Derby  County  1 , Newcastle  United  0 


Dark  clouds  hovering  over  toothless  Newcastle 


Jeremy  Alexander 


(ANGING  over  Pride 
(Park  an  hour  before 
1 kick-off  was  a woolly 
cloud  in  the  perfect  form  of  a 
legless  ram.  It  was  a false 
sign.  Derby  were  anything 
but  hung  over,  taking  only 
three  minutes  to  break  a 
deadlock  that  had  lasted 
throughout  the  Clubs’  meet- 
ing at  St  James'  Park  nine 
days  previously. 

The  Sams  raced  on  to  win  a 
fractious  match  against  10 
men  as  David  Batty,  already 


due  to  start  a two-match  sus- 
pension today,  was  sent  off 
for  a second  bookable  chal- 
lenge beyond  the  hour.  He 
should  be  nicely  rested  for  the 
World  Cup. 

After  a bright  start,  by 
Derby  at  least,  the  match  de- 
clined from  speedy  control  to 
carelessness,  from  frustration 
to  petulance  and  seven  book- 
ings. No  sooner  have  Derby 
earned  a reputation  for  ad- 
venture akin  to  Keegan’s 
Newcastle  than  they  have  lost 
their  luck,  or  concentration, 
in  front  of  goal.  Jim  Smith, 
their  manager,  said:  “We 


should  have  had  fours  and 
fives  in  each  off  our  last  three 
games."  They  have  had  two 
noughts  and  a penalty. 

At  least  they  are  malting 
chances.  Kenny  Dalglish’s 
Newcastle,  shorn  of  adven- 
ture and  prime  strikers,  have 
had  five  nila  in  their  last  «♦» 
games  and  picked  up  two 
points.  Yesterday  John  Beres- 
fbrd  hit  the  bar  with  a shot 
which  looped  off  a defender, 
but  that  was  afl. 

And  straight  after  Dalglish 
put  an  Faustino  AspriHa 
Temur  Ketsbaia  for  a possible 
siege.  Batty  walked. 


After  that  pre-Christmas 
draw  Dalglish  had  his  New- 
castle side  baric  on  the  pitch 
for  punishment  training.  Lit- 
tle good  it  did  them,  though  It 
did  fire  them  into  positive  but 
fruitless  action  against  Man- 
chester United  in  the  interim; 
here  Newcastle  were  caught 
as  cold  as  Boxing  Day  turkey. 

Inside  10  seconds  Stuart 
Pearce  brought  down  Dean 
Sturridge  with  a tackle  which 
was  so  Tote -that  he  must  have 
regretted  that  plum  pudding 
and  yet  so  early  that  lie  es- 
caped a booking,  though  he 
got  one  eventually.  His  season 


of  goodwill  dearly  lasted  24 
hours. 

Sturridge  exacted  swift 
revenge.  Paulo  Wanchope  put 
him  through.  Des  Hamilton 
challenged,' Sturridge  went 
down.  Stetknio  Eranio  con- 
verted. Verdicts  differed.  “A 
certain  penalty,”  said  Smith. 
“Never  touched  him.”  said 
Dalglish.  Managers  will  be 

Hmmgprs_ 

And  Wanchope  will  be 
Wanchope.  He  has  so  many 
long  irmhs  that  he  is  a rico- 
chet waiting  to  happen.  Team- 
mates  and  opponents  alike 
had  no  idea  which  way  the 


next  would  go  but  the  open- 
ings kept  coming,  from  his 
gangly  runs,  Italian  inspira- 
tion and  FoweH  power,  each 
in  duplicate.  Sturridge  hit  a 
post  pot  Smith  was  right 
Derby  should  have  made 
more  of  their  chances,  con- 
ceived In  lightning  breaks 
and  lost  in  over-excitement. 

Newcastle  created  nothing. 
If  their  defence  was  Ram- 
parted, their  attack  was  Ram- 
s hackled  by  the  sweeping 
command  of  Igor  Stimae 
alongside  Dean  Yates.  Dalg- 
lish looks  lost  for  a sign  — 
even  in  the  clouds. 


Football  

'^ri^ipViive^l3,L^ds  United  1 

Owen  sets 

up  victory 
hat-trick 


Derek  Potter 


WHEN  a rational 
and  independent 
judge  such  as  Ian 
St  John  allows 
TiiinBuif  a smile  and  a discreet 
little  jab  in  the  air,  there  can 
be  no  doubting  the  signifi- 
cance of  Liverpool’s  first  hat- 
trick  of  wins  this  season. 

The  display  in  the  second 
half  was  something  akin  to 
the  days  Liverpool  won  titles 
and  cops  for  ton,  soaking  the 
rest  with  their  backwash. 

Even  George  Graham, 
whose  Leeds  United  had  not 
lost  for  seven  games  and  are 
increasingly  hard  to  beat,  had 
to  admit  with  a tinge  of  envy. 
“Liverpool  played  some  good 
stuff  In  the  second  half  and 
got  what  they  deserved.  They 
scored  file  goal  they  needed 
early  and  took  It  from  there.” 

Exactly  where  Liverpool  go 
now  will  be  answered  ‘In  the 
New  Year.  They  have  prom- 
ised much,  at  times  this  sea- 
son only  to  deliver  little,  cer- 
tainly in  the  way  of  the 
consistency  of  fife  Bill  Shank- 
ly  teams  St  John  graced. 

The  win  takes  Liverpool 
into  fourth  place  with  a game 

in  hand  but  still  12  points  be- 
hind Manchester  United, 
whom  they  visit  an  April  11. 

At  least  Liverpool's  seventh 
win  at  Anfleld,  where  three 
defeats  this  season  and  three 
last  have  undermined  their 
qbanrpg  of  seriously  challeng- 
ing United,  is  a "nudge- 
nudge”  for  Alex  Ferguson. 

Roy  Evans,  the  Liverpool 
manager,  bad  reason  to  look 
anxious  when  he  stalked  the 
touchline  despite  taking  the 
lead  In  the  46th  minute. 

The  match-transforming 
goal  rewarded  the  sharp- 
shooting  and  pace  of  Michael 


Owen  (his  third  to  three 
games  and  10th  of  the  season) 
and  the  build-up  of  Steve 
Harkness  and  Bjorn  Tore 
Kvarme  as  much  as  the  inde- 
cision by  David  Robertson 
and  Robert  Moledaar. 

Robbie  Fowler  sharpened 
his  appetite  by  rolling  to  the 
second  courtesy  or  Steve 
McManaman  and  tapped  In  the 
third  seven  minutes  from  the 
end  when  Owen  scorched  past 
Rod  Wallace  and  Molenaar. 

Leeds  had  been  spared  the 
need  to  scrap  their  defensive 
format  alter  only  24  minutes 
by  what  must  be  the  miss  of 
the. season  so  far  by  Jason 
McAteer.  After  taking 
McManaman's  return  pass  to 
his  stride,  McAteer  sprinted 
30  yards.  leaving  three  de- 
fenders for  dead,  but  eight 
yards  out  he  looked  up  — and 
promptly  shot  high. 

"The  trouble  was.  he 
stopped  to  think.”  said  one 
supporter,  saddened  that  the 
rhanrp  did  not  fall  to  Owen  or 
Fowler.  Such  master  marks- 
men do  not  need  to  look  for 
the  target.  They  know  where 
it  is. 

David  James  had  one  tame 
header  from  David  Weather- 
all  to  save,  threw  out  with 
penetrating  pace  to  have  a 
hand  in  the  second  goal  and 
must  now  await  his  fete  after 
the  signing  of  Brad  Friedel. 
Unless  the  American  plays  75 
per  cent  of  Liverpool's 
remaining  matches,  his 
future  in  Britain — and  Liver- 
pool's fee  of  £1  million  — will 
be  in  the  melting  pot 

Though  the  team  almost 
picks  itself  now.  the  James- 
Friedel  issue  will  be  a teaser 
for  Evans  at  Newcastle  tomor- 
row. Presumably  he  must 
pick  Friedel  even  at  a time 
when  things  are  going  well 
for  James — and  Liverpool. 


Patrick  CUenn 


Scottish  preview 

Tangerines  and  bogy  men 
in  the  champions'  stocking 

that  way,”  said  Rangers'  man- 
ager Walter  Smith.  “They  are 
good  at  it.  too.  They  have  the 
pace  to  punish  you  on  the 
break  if  you're  not  careAjl.” 

Celtic,  just  a point  behind 
Rangers  in  second  place, 
travel  to  Perth  to  face  St 
Johnstone  without  their  lead- 
ing scorer  Henrik  Larsson,  as 
well  as  the  defenders  Marc 
Rieper  and  Stephane  Mahe. 

Coach  Wim  Jansen  is 
mildly  optimistic  about  hav- 
ing all  three  back  for  the  Old 
Firm  matrix  at  Celtic  Park 
next  Friday,  but  today’s  game 
will  be  awkward  enough. 

"It’s  the  more  important  be- 
cause it  comes  up  first”  said 
Jansen.  “Larsson  has  a little 
hamstring  problem  that 
didn't  surface  until  during 
the  week,  hot  we’re  hopeful 
the  rest  will  get  him  fit  again. 
Rieper  and  Mahe  were  both 
missing  last  week  and  we’re 
just  making  sure  they  are 
right  before  bringing  them 
back." 

Larsson 's  absence  seems 
certain  to  give  Harald  Bratt- 
bakk,  the  £2. 3 million  Norwe- 
gian striker  from  Rosenborg, 
his  first  start  after  two 
matches  as  substitute. 


Rangers  most  cope  with 
suspensions  to  key  men 
as  well  as  the  ghosts  of  Christ- 
mas past  at  Ibrox  today.  No 
other  team  has  better  recent 
form  against  the  champions 
than  Dundee  United. 

The  team  in  tangerine  beat 
Rangers  last  December  in  one 
of  two  league  victories 
against  Walter  Smith’s  side 
during  the  season,  and  this 
time  they  have  two  successive 
wins  in  recent  months. 

The  Tannadice  team's  1-0 
victory  at  Ibrox  in  September 
knocked  Rangers  out  of  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  and  their  2-1 
win  at  home  file  following 
month  remains  the  champi- 
ons' only  Premier  Division 
defeat  this  term. 

Paul  Gascoigne  is  serving  a 
five-match  ban  and  Gordon 
Durie  and  Rino  Gattuso  are 
also  suspended.  Brian  Lau- 
drup,  however,  has  recovered 
from  a back  problem  and  is  a 
certain  starter.  United  have 
regularly  taken  Landrup  out 
of  the  play  with  Erik  Peder- 
sen’s astute  marking. 

“They  set  their  stall  out 


Performance  of  the  week: 
Shaka  HLslop  (Newcastle 
United),  who  gave  another 
excellent  goalkeeping 
performance  at  Derby 
yesterday  to  follow  the  one 
against  Manchester  United 
on  Sunday. 


AN  Other 


THIS  hard-working,  versa- 
tile defender  once  suffered 
the  indignity  of  being  sent 
off  while  representing  his 
country  even  thnngti  he 
had  bran  guilty  of  nothing 
more  than  receiving  a fat 
Up  from  ar(  opponent.  He 
was  capped  27  times  but 
while  he  travelled  across 
continents  to  wear  the 
national  colours  he  never 
left  his  county  at  club  leveL 
Bis  first  clnb  lay  on  the 
road  to  his  second  and  his 
third  was  only  next  door. 

Last  week.'  Liam  Brady 
(Arsenal,  Juoentus.  Samp- 
doria,  Intemazumale,  Ascott, 
West  Ham  United}- 


Holsgrove 
leaves  City 
in  a comer 

CREWE,  one  place  off  th 
bottom  of  the  First  Dh 
ision  before  Christmas,  pu 
their  fellow  struggle  rs  Mar 
Chester  City  back  to  dange 
with  Paul  Holsgrove  scoriw 
the  only  goal  at  Gresty  Road. 

It  was  Crewe’s  third  hom 
win  of  the  season  and  al 
though  City  forced  16  corner 
Crewe  created  the  bette 
chances.  The  biggest  disap 
pointment  for  travelling  fen 
was  the  poor  contribution  bj 
Georgi  Ktokladze,  well  shack 
led  by  Phil  Charnock. 

As  Crewe  began  to  fine 
early  holes  in  the  City  de 
fence,  the  midfielder  Hols 
grove  began  to  take  up  a mon 
attacking  role.  He  had  twi 
good  efforts  saved  but  his  per 
sistence  paid  off  in  the  190 
minute  when  he  swept  tin 
ball  past  Tommy  Wright  aftej 
an  effort  by  Dele  Adebola  hat 
been  charged  down. 

Crewe  might  have  in 
creased  their  lead  four  mini 
utes  after  the  break  but  th< 
former  City  season-ticke 
holder  Colin  Little  sho 
weakly  Instead  of  squaring  U 
the  unmarked  Adebola. 

As  Crewe  continued  to  tool 
the  more  dangerous  side 
Mark  Rivers  wasted  an  excel 
lent  chance  by  blazing  ovsi 
the  bar  from  12  yards  out. 

City  had  the  ball  in  the  ne 
to  toe  72nd  minute  througl 
the  combined  efforts  of  Uwt 
R5s1*F  “ft  the  substitute  Ja 
sin  Van  Blerk  but  the  whistle 
had  gone  for  an  infringement. 

Rader,  booked  earlier  foi 
dlvtag,  had  two  late  headers 
on  target  but  Jason  Keartor 
managed  to  keep  them  out 
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Walsh  and  Seaman  top  panto  bill 


LACEY 


Arsenal  are  stcu  out 
of  sorts  but  nobody  at 
Highbury  yesterday 
could  have  accused 
them  of  failing  to  capture  the 
festive  flavour  of  old  films 
and  pantomimes.  Before  this 
uninspired  win  they  mmA 
close  to  offering  their  follow- 
ers a repeat  of  one  of  the  sea- 
son’s more  memorable  horror 
movies,  Nightmare  on  Filbert 
Street. 

Back  in  August,  when  they 
were  playing  like  early  cham- 
pionship contenders.  Arsenal 
had  lost  a 2-0  advantage  at 
Leicester  and  recovered  to 
lead  3-2  in  stoppage  tim*^ 
only  to  be  held  to  3-3  by  Steve 
Walsh's  96th-minute  header. 

Yesterday  a high  and  hilari- 
ous own-goal  by  Walsh  just 
before  the  hour  saw  Arsenal 
again  go  two  in  front,  but 
then  David  Seaman  produced 
a moment  of  goalkeeping 
farce  to  bring  Leicester  back 
into  the  match  and  seriously 
disturb  the  sang-froid  of  the 
normally  imperturbable 
Arsene  Wenger. 

“The  last  10  minutes  were 
terrible.”  admitted  Arsenal’s 
French  manager.  “We  did  not 
have  the  physical  or  the  men- 
tal strength  to  keep  calm.  We 
did  all  the  wrong  things  and 
lost  easy  balls.  When  that 
happens  you  get  a little 
nervous.” 

Fortunately  for  Arsenal  the 
referee  David  Elleray  saw  fit 
to  add  only  lmin  54sec  to  nor- 
mal time.  At  Filbert  Street 
Graham  Barber's  long-de- 
layed final  whistle  had  pro- 
duced angry  scenes,  with 
Arsenal  protesting.  Leicester 
responding  and  Ian  Wright 
inevitably  at  the  centre  of  it 
alL 

Wright,  who  is  about  to 
start  a two-match  suspension, 
was  again  substituted  yester- 
day but  this  time  saw  no 
reason  to  return  to  the  pitch 
to  make  a point  In  fact  com- 
pared to  the  first  match  this 
game  was  largely  devoid  of 
passion  — and.  for  the  most 

part,  good  football. 

Perhaps  little  more  should 
have  been  expected  from  two 
teams  whose  season  has  gone 
rather  Oat  Arsenal  had  lost 
four  of  their  previous  six  Pre- 
miership fixtures,  Leicester 
had  won  only  two  in  10,  and 


He  was  lobbed . . . Walsh’s  lofted  back-pass  leaves  the  bemused  Seller  helpless  In  the  Leicester  goal  and  Arsenal  are  two  up  photograph:  tom  jsbons 


the  lack'  of  confidence  was 
mutuaL 

In  Arsenal’s  case  the  con- 
trast has  been  all  the  more 
stark  because  of  the  high 
standards  previously  set  by 
Dennis  Bergkamp  with  assis- 
tance from  Patrick  Vieira  and 
the  occasional  reminder  of 
Wright’s  goalscoring  powers. 

Vieira,  recently  recovered 
from  a hamstring  injury,  was 
something  like  his  old  self  but 
Bergkamp  was  still  not  what 
he  was  before  the  clocks  went 
bads  and  Wright  continued  to 
look  subdued. 

Under  Martin  O’Neill’s 
management  Leicester  have 
always  been  a hard-working 
team  but  at  the  moment,  for 
the  spectator,  they  are  merely 
hard  work.  In  the  eighth  min- 
ute Emile  Heskey,  one  of  Eng- 
land’s best  young  strikers. 


headed  Steve  Guppy's  corner 
against  the  right-hand  angle 
of  post  and  crossbar.  After 
that,  though,  he  received  little 
service  mnHi  the  game  was  as 
good  as  lost. 

Only  whan  Leicester  were 
two  down  did  O’Neill  bring 
Garry  Parker  and,  a little 
later,  Tony  Cottee  off  the 
bench  to  add  a touch  of  vari- 
ety to  his  attack.  Perhaps  he 
has  become  over-reliant  on 
the  big  final  push,  with  tall 
defenders  like  Walsh  and 
Matt  Elliott  advancing  to  feed 
off  free-kicks,  corners  and 
long  throws. 

“Grandstand  finishes  are 
fantastic  »nd  part  and  parcel 
Ctf  our  game,”  O’Neill  main- 
tained. "Today  the  consola- 
tion for  us  was  to  hear  the 
home  crowd  baying  for  the 
final  whistle."  But  Arsenal 


took  the  points  all  the  same 
and  after  lying  third  in  the 
Premiership  at  the  and  of 
September  Leicester  have 
now  token  only  nine  out  Of  a 
possible  33. 

The  match  always  flattered 
to  deceive.  Arsenal  promised 
better  things  when  Vieira’s 
fight  control  enabled  hi™  to 
twist  past  Stuart  Campbell 
and  Neil  Lennon  in  the 
Leicester  penalty  area  before 
laying  the  ball  into  the  path  of 
Marc  Overmars,  whose  Shot 
was  not  that  far  wide,  hut 
once  Pontes  Kaamark  at- 
tached himself  to  Bergkamp 
their  football  became  BtftdL, 

their  passing  fragmunfri 

Heskey’s  near-miss  was  fol- 
lowed by  some  smart  saves 
from  Kasey  Keller  but  overall 
the  play  stagnated.  Then 
Bergkamp  took  a free-kick  on 


the  left  ninp  minutes  before 
half-time  and  David  Platt  re- 
enacted bis  winning  goal 
against  Manchester  United 
seven  weeks  earlier,  timing 
his  leap  above  taller  oppo- 
nents to  nod  the  ball  into  the 
far  comer  of  the  net 

Twelve  minntas  into  the 
second  half  Steve  Bould’s 
punt  found  Walsh  running 
hark  towards  his  own  goal 
with  Elliott  and  Wright  not 
far  behind  and  Keller  advanc- 
ing to  meet  the  danger. 
Walsh's  attempt  to  lob  the 
hail  hack  to  the  goalkeeper  be- 
came a steepling  donkey -drop 
which  cleared  Keller,  plum- 
meted below  the  bar  and 
bounced  into  the  roof  of  the 
net 

O’Neill,  a mtta  charitably, 
made  the  gusty  wind  partly 
responsible  but  Seaman  had 


no  such  In  the  77th 

minute  when  he  received  a 
back-pass  from  Bould.  He 
managad  to  evade  Heskey’s 


challenge  but  failed  to  clear 
and  was  stranded  by  Cottee’s 
interception. 

Muzzy  Izzet  slipped  the  ball 
square  for  Lennon’s  cod,  low 
shot  to  dpfaat  Lee  Dixon's  at- 
tempt at  a goanine  clearance. 

Suddenly  Leicester  were 
revived  but  they  came  no 
closer  to  saving  the  game 
than  tha  moment  in  the  82nd 
minute  when  Walsh  tried  to 
chest  in  Parker’s  corner  only 
to  see  the  hall  bounce  back  to 
Seaman  off  the  far  post 

Highbury  retired  to  its  cold 
turkey  more  relieved  than 
rejoicing,  and  Platt  is  now 
doubtftil  for  tomorrow's  north 
London  derby  at  Tottenham 
with  a groin  strain. 


Sheffield  Wednesday  0,  Blackburn  Rovers  0 

Miracle  spares  goalkeepers  a terrace  taunting 


David  Hopps 


tURELY  this  did  not  hap- 
pen. This  could  not  hap- 

Jpen.  Just  one  look  in  the 

eyes  of  both  goalkeepers  be- 
fore kick-off  would  have  con- 
vinced anybody  that  most 
things  were  possible  at  Hills- 
borough, but  a goalless  draw 
was  not  one  of  them. 

It  was  a rousing  afternoon 
when  the  terrace  refrain 
"dodgy  keeper”  had  promised 
to  become  more  repetitious 
than  the  latest  Spice  Girls 
single,  and  when  the  nine 
goals  these  sides  shared  in 
August  (well,  hardly  shared, 


as  Blackburn  scored  seven) 
might  have  been  a mere 
aperitif. 

No  Premiership  match  was 
more  laden  with  goalkeeping 
nerves.  Blackburn’s  Alan  Fet- 
tis,  on  his  debut  because  of 
injury  to  Tim  Flowers,  was 
apprehensive  because  be  had 
not  been  in  the  side  all  sea- 
son; Kevin  Pressman,  for 
Wednesday,  was  paranoid  be- 
cause he  had. 

By  the  final  whistle, 
though.  Pettis  and  Pressman 
could  approach  New  Year 
with  self-respect  intact  Fet- 
tis,  a Northern  Ireland  inter- 
national. had  done  all  that 
could  be  asked  of  him;  Press- 


man, too.  In  a week  when  he 
had  risked  mockery  by 
reflecting  that  he  stOl  had 
RngianH  ambitions,  had  not 
been  beaten. 

Blackburn  must  have  found 
that  galling.  In  the  final  min- 
ute they  twice  might  have 
conjured  up  the  goal  that 
would  have  maintained  the 
pressure  on  Manchester 
United.  With  Jason  Wilcox’s 
corners  belatedly  causing 
havoc,  Chris  Sutton  crashed  a 
header  against  the  far  post  for 
Mark  Pembridge  to  clear. 
From  Wilcox’s  next  corner, 
Tim  Sherwood  knocked  the 
hail  in  with  his  hand 

Pembridge  did  produce  one 


spectacular  save  in  one  of  the 
season’s  mast  unlikely  stale- 
mates. Sutton  had  three 
chances  early  in  the  second 
half,  two  of  them  fleeting  af- 
fairs from  crosses  by  Stuart 
Ripley  and  Damien  Duff  the 
other  a wicked  20-yard  volley 
which  Pressman  sprang  to  his 
right  to  save. 

Keeping  goal  for  Wednes- 
day will  remain  fraught  as 

long  as  their  central  defend- 
ers miss  headers  galore. 
Pressman  was  all  a-jitter  from 
the  outset,  flapping  at  Rip- 
Ley’s  corner  and  befog  grate- 
ful for  another  Pembridge 
block  on  the  line  as  Colin 
Hendry  followed  up- 


Nationwide  League 


First  Division:  Nottingham  Forest  3,  Swindon  Town  0 

Campbell’s  double  fires 


John  Lawson 


Kevin  Campbell 

added  two  more  goals 
to  his  season’s  tally  as 

Nottingham  Forest  continued 

to  underline  their  capacity  to 
pviir.1  an  immediate  return  to 

the  Premiership- 
The  reborn  striker,  jam 
with  12  goals  to  his  credit, 
overshadowed  pjerr*  *5“ 
Hooijdonk  on  the  day  but 
tween  them  they  spearhead  a 
formidable  Forest  chaUengt 
Before  the  match  Swindon 
were  rightly  regarded  as. 3? 
of  the  main  promotion  rivals 

to  Forest  and 

who  now  have  a chtok  of  day- 
light between  them  ana  me 

C*But1Sthey  were  systems^ 
cally  destroyed  by  an  Irre- 


pressible Forest  side  in  no 
mood  to  be  on  the  receiving 
end  of  more  jeers  from  the 
home  supporters. 

So  well  did  they  start  that 
within  half  an  hour  Swindon 
were  reduced  to  damage  limi- 
tation after  conceding  three 
goals  that  could  easily  have 
been  more. 

Their  manager  Steve  Mc- 
Mahon did  not  hold  back  his 
criticism:  "You  would  never 
believe  that  we  work  on  our 
defensive  play  every  day,”  he 
said.  „ , 

>aIt  was  as  if  we  sent  lads 
out  on  a school  park  to  do  a 
job.  Players  have  got  to  ask 
Questions  of  themselves  after 
a performance  like  that-” 

In  their  defence,  Campbell 
turned  In  such  a powerful  dis- 
play in  the  opening  stages 
that  it  would  have  needed 


players  of  greater  quality 
than  Swindon  have  to  curb 
the  player  who  is  rediscover- 
ing his  best  form  by  the 

Trent. 

His  first  decisive  strike 
ramp  in  the  10th  minute  when 
the  educated  left  foot  ctf  Ian 
Woan  sent  him  clear  to  finish 
with  aplomb. 

Twelve  minutes  later  it  was 
almost  a case  of  dqja-uu  when 

this  time  Scott  Gemmfll  pro- 
vided the  creative  work  for 
Campbell  to  scamper  away 
and  finish  emphatically. 

Van  Hooijdonk,  as  if  not  to 
be  totally  outdone,  produced  a 
spectacular  header  across 
goo]  from  Alan  Rogers’s  cross 
in  the  29th  minute  for  Andy 
Johnson  to  score  with  a riose- 
range  header. 

Swindon  tried  to  batten 
down  the  batches  after  that 


and  with  Forest  failing  to  add 
to  their  initial  spree  the  visi- 
tors succeeded  to  some 
degree.  But  Campbell,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  was 
desperately  dose  to  a hat- 
trick. 

He  was  inches  wide  with 
one  effort,  saw  Mark  Robin- 
son dear  another  off  the  line 
and  then  Fraser  Digby  denied 
him  midway  through  the 

second  half  with  a brave 
plunge  at  his  feet 

It  was  not  Swindon’s  day 
and  the  closest  they  came  to  a 
goal  themselves  was  In  the 
13th  minute  when  Ty  Gooden 
sent  a searing  free-kick  just 
wide  of  the  post 

That  early  threat  soon  sub- 
sided, however,  as  Forest 
turned  on  the  style  that  looks 
likely  to  take  than  back  to  the 
Premiership. 


Boro  need  own-goal  to  stay  aloft 


a MIDDLESBROUGH 

Mstayed  atopthe  JJ"1 
I VI  Division  Iffter  beat- 
ing Huddersfield  at  the 
McAlptoe  Stadium  but  now 
have  the  free-scoring  Not 
t Ingham  Forest  perching 

^Bryan”  Robson’sslde 

needed  a late  own-go**  by 

Kevin  Gray  fiw 

Forest,  also  on  48  points. 


drew  level  on  godf  *orei 
Sheffield  United  left  it 
even  later  to  earn  a M 
drew  at  Stoke  with  Brian 
Deane’s  last-gasp  goal- 
Two  goals  in  three  min- 
utes around  the  hour  set  up 

SSSn’s  M ■ 

Norwich  at  The  Valley, 
moving  them  into  third 
niece  above  ‘Sheffield 
United.  Stork  Kinsclla  and 


John  Robinson  pnt  the 
home  side  in  chaise.  Nor- 
wich’s Mike  Milligan  was 
sent  off  in  the  final  minute. 

Sunderland,  with  their 
fifth  successive  win,  moved 
above  West  Bromwich  into 
fifth  spot  with  a 2-0  win 
over  Bradford,  While  the 
Baggies  gave  Denis  Smith  a 
bad  start  as  manager  by 
irMHnfT  2-1  at  Reading.  The 


) 
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1 


Royals  opened  the  scoring 
in  the  first  minute  when  Al- 
bion's Andrew  McDermott 
deflected  a Martin  Wil- 
liams cross  into  his  own  net 
and  Williams  added  one 
himself  on  27  minutes. 

Portsmouth  moved 'off 
the  bottom  with  a 3-1  win 
over  QPR  leaving  Tran- 
mere  and  Bury,  who  drew 
0-0,  in  the  last  two  places- 


I 


Pettis’  post  was  also  hit,  if 
not  by  the  ball  then  certainly 
by  his  fall-back  Gary  Craft,  as 
he  cleared  off  the  line  from 
Petter  Rudl  whose  looping 
flick  had  defeated  Sherwood. 
With  Croft  stHl  groggy,  Sher- 
wood recovered  to  block  the 
follow-up  from  Niclas 
Alexandersson. 

Fettis  was  then  harassed  by 
Hendry's  back  pass,  which 
forced  him  into  an  onerous 
spot  of  chest  control,  and  a 
scuttle  backwards  to  Inter- 
cept Pembridge’s  volley.  A 
collision  with  Andy  Booth 
farther  disorientated  him,  as 
did  a spectacular  overhead 
from  Benito  Carbone  which 


Second 

Division 


OHAMED  Al-Fayed’s 
'project  to  revive  Fulham 
under  Kevin  Keegan  and  Ray 
Wilkins  began  to  hear  fruit 
after  a fine  4-1  victory  against 
Plymouth  at  Home  Park. 

Goals  from  Steve  Hayward, 
Paul  Trollope  and  two  from 
Paul  Moody  helped  the  Lon- 
don dub  into  10th  place  and 
they  are  now  only  two  points 
off  the  third  spot. 

The  leaders  Watford  could 
only  manage  a grwTie«  draw 
at  Wycombe  which  allowed 
Bristol  City,  4-1  winners 
against  MfflwaH,  to  move  to 
within  two  points  of  Graham 
Taylor’s  side.  The  two  teams, 
however,  remain  comfortably 
dear  of  the  chasing  parfc- 

Ai  Deepdale,  Michael  Holt 
scored  a 5lst-minute  equalis- 
er for  Preston  after  Doug 
Hodgson  had  given  third- 
placed  Oldham  the  lead  in  the 
32nd  minute. 

Luton  fought  back  after  go- 
ing two  goals  down  in  foe 
opening  13  minutes  through  a 
penalty  and  an  Alan  White 
own  goal  to  salvage  a 2-2 
draw  against  Northampton. 

Peter  Beadle  gave  Bristol 
Rovers  their  fifth  away  win  of 
the  season  at  Walsall,  while 
sixth-placed  York  could  only 
manage  a goalless  draw 
against  Grimsby,  in  seventh 

The  former  West  Ham 
striker  Steve  Jones  scored 
twice  as  Bournemouth 
cruised  to  a 4-0  victory  ova r 
run  In  gham  who  Had  Adrian 
Pennock  sent  off  for  violent 
conduct  in  the  18th  minute. 


faded  beyond  the  far  post 

Blackburn’s  strong  second- 
half  display  deserved  victory, 
but  Wednesday  had  their  mo- 
ments, notably  for  Newsome 
whose  stooping  header  from  a 
yard  out  sneaked  wide. 

In  foe  Fantasy  Lend  known 
as  Premiership  challengers  to 
Manchester  United  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Wednesday’s  man- 
ager, Ron  Atkinson,  -that 
Blackburn  will  prove  more 
durable  than  Chelsea,  ftp 
same  Chelsea  who  bad 
hounded  Wednesday  for  four 
goals  at  Hillsborough  six  days 
earlier. 

After  days  inn*  this,  it  all 
sounds  utterly  arbitrary. 


Third 

Division 

NOTTS  COUNTY  increased 
their  lead  at  the  top  of  the 
table  to  four  points  with  a 2-1 
victory  against  Scunthorpe  at 
Glanford  Park  yesterday. 

Gary  Jones  scored  both 
County's  goals  after  Ian  Hen- 
don had  put  Scunthorpe 
ahead  with  an  own  goaL 
Second-placed  Peterbor- 
ough lost  ground  when  they 
went  down  2-0  at  Barnet  to 
gnak  from  Phil  Simpson  gr|ri 
Sean  Devine.  Lincoln  could 
not  take  advantage  of  Peter- 
borough's slip,  losing  1-0  at 
home  to  Rotherham,  who 
moved  Into  fifth  place. 

Chester  kept  pace  with  the 
leaders  thanks  to  a M vic- 
tory at  Hull.  But  it  needed  two 
goals  in  the  final  eight  min- 
utes, from  Spencer  Whelan 
and  Rod  Thomas,  to  overturn 
Rob  DewhurSfs  68th-minute 
opener  for  Mark  Hateley's 
side. 

Brighton  battled  back  from 
three  goals  down  to  secure  a 
4-4  draw  against  Colchester. 

Two  goals  from  Xslah  Ran- 
kin and  one  from  Tony  Ad- 
cock gave  the  visitors  a 3-0 
half-time  lead,  wily  for  Paul 
Emblen  to  draw  Brighton 
level  with  a hat-trick. 

Scott  Stamps  then  put  Col- 
chester back  in  front  before  a 
Jeff  Minton  penalty  eight 
minutes  from  time  ensured 
the  points  were  shared. 

Stephen  Halliday  scored 
twice  to  help  Hartlepool  to  a 
3-0  victory  over  Scarborough 
at  the  Victoria  Ground.  Ian 
Clark  added  the  third  three 

minutes  from  time. 


Manchester  United  2,  Everton  0 

Cole  chips  at 
sad  Kendall’s 
fading  hopes 


Mcfiael  Walker 


SINGLE  mothers,  un- 
employed teenagers, 
folk  on  the  bread- 
line, the  broken- 
hearted, refugees  and  the 
homeless  — the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury’s  Christmas 
message  encompassed  al- 
most every  sector  of  the 
under-privileged  in  British 
society.  But  for  some 
reason  he  omitted  to  men- 
tion Evert  oaten  &. 

Against  a Manchester 
United  side  shorn  of  Peter 
Schmelchel  (bad  back), 
Teddy  Sheringham  (de- 
moted) and  Ryan  Giggs 
(also  demoted)  from  the 
starting  line-up,  the  blue 
diehards  of  Merseyside 
might  have  thought  they 
had  a chance. 

But  after  the  15th  minute 
— when  Henning  Berg  put 
United  in  front  with  a 
header  from  half  an  inch  — 
the  Everton  faithful  knew 
they  were  watching  their 
team’s  11th  league  defeat  of 
the  season. 

Had  Everton  won  the 
other  nine  games  their  situ- 
ation would  not  be  quite  as 
bad  but  now  they  are  only 
two  points  away  from 
Barnsley  at  the  very  base- 
ment of  the  Premiership. 

More  significantly,  Ever- 
ton yesterday  lost  a point 
on  Bolton.  Southampton, 
Sheffield  Wednesday  and 
Crystal  Palace,  all  desper- 
ately scrapping  above 
them.  Their  famous  48-year 
stay  in  the  top  flight  is  in 
double  jeopardy. 

Afterwards  Howard  Ken- 
dall was  everything  his  team 
had  not  been  — mature  and 
Tmenmpramigrng  - “An  em- 
barrassing 90  minutes,”  was 
Ken  dan’s  opening  flourish. 
“It  was  men  against  boys.” 
and  “the  scoreline  flattered 
ns”  followed. 

United,  meanwhile,  were 
happy  to  keep  their  mo- 
mentum and  are  making 
progress  at  a pace  that  has 
those  around  them  slipping 
into  the  distance.  Six  points 
now  separate  the  champi- 
ons from  their  nearest  chal- 
lengers. Blackburn. 

Ferguson  acknowledged 
the  ease  of  his  team’s  vic- 
tory, saying:  “It  was  a game 
of  the  first  half  — the 
second  was  a non-event. 
But  before  the  break  we 
were  absolutely  superb  at 
times  and  Andy  Cole’s  goal 
was  the  highlight.'* 

Indeed  it  was.  Cole  col- 
lected Nicky  Butt’s  sharp 
pass  40  yards  from  goal  and 
took  it  on  a farther  15 
yards.  As  Car!  Tiler  and 
Craig  Short  both  backed  off 
it  seemed  at  first  as  if  Cole 
would  pass  to  the  overlap- 
ping David  Beckham  but  in- 
stead — and  to  the  growing 
amazement  of  Old  Trafford 
— Cote  produced  the  most 
delicious  of  chips  that  left 
the  otherwise  impressive 


Thomas  Myhre  motionless. 

The  ball  hit  the  top  cor- 
ner of  the  net.  As  Ferguson 
said,  it  was  reminiscent  of 
Eric  Cantona’s  effort  here 
against  Sunderland  last 
season  and  with  it  Cole  may 
finaily  have  stepped  out  of 
Cantona’s  shadow. 

This  was  Cole’s  13th  goal 
in  the  past  11  matches,  but 
he  could  have  Improved 
even  on  that  total  during 
the  first  half-hour  when 
Everton  were  carved  up. 

Particularly  exposed 
were  Tiler  and  his  partner 
on  the  left  side  of  defence. 
Andy  Hincbcliffe.  From  the 
earliest  of  United  probings 
it  was  obvious  that  Beck- 
ham and  Gary  Neville  were 
going  to  have  a fruitful 
afternoon.  Sure  enough. 
United’s  first  attack  saw 
Neville  run  on  to  Beck- 
ham’s perfect  pass,  only  for 
Cole  and  Ole  Solskjaer  to 
watch  the  cross  lly  by. 

No  matter,  from  another 
Beckham  centre  soon  after, 
this  time  from  the  left. 
Ronny  Johnson  rose  at  the 
far  post  to  nod  the  ball  back 
across  the  Everton  six-yard 


‘It  was  men 
against  boys 
and  the 
scoreline 
flattered  us’ 
Howard  Kendall 


area.  There  the  hapless 
Earl  Barrett  propelled  the 
ball  goal  wards  from  his 
shin  but  Berg  pounced  on 
the  fine  to  convert  and 
spare  Barrett’s  blushes. 

Myhre  then  made  a su- 
perb stop  from  a volley  by 
Solskjaer.  whose  first-half 
performance  was  enough  to 
justify  his  inclusion  at  the 
expense  of  Sheringham. 
Beckham  also  hit  the  cross- 
bar and  Cole  and  Solskjaer 
bad  further  shots  blocked. 

Cole’s  goaL  20  minutes 
after  the  opener, --signalled 
tbe  end  of  tbe  affair, 
though  Solskjaer  and  Beck- 
ham both  wasted  good 
second-half  opportunities: 

Everton.  meanwhile,  cre- 
ated nothing.  In  mitigation, 
the  spine  of  Slaven  Bilic, 
Gary  Speed  and  Duncan 
Ferguson  was  absent 
though  Kendall  said  Fergu- 
son is  a sure  starter  tomor- 
row against  Bolton.  Dave 
Watson  will  not  play. 

United  travel  to  Coven- 
try. which  prompted  Alex 
Ferguson,  after  admitting 
“surprise”  at  the  size  of  his 
team’s  lead,  to  deliver  an 
early  New  Tear  resolution: 
“I  hope  we  come  out  of  the 
Sunday  game  with  that  in- 
tact. Then  we’ll  be  set  np 
nicely.”  Indeed  they  wilL 


i 


j 


i 


i 


i 

i 


:?  * jT-1  • 

J y'i'  ffj'4 

t i ' - •;  r . 


MSM.J 


# 


ft 


Frank  Keating 


All-rounder 
era  ends 
with  Compton 
and  Wooller 


THIS  mellow,  contempla- 
tive lull  between  Christ- 
mas and  the  crispy 
dean-sheet  expectations  for 
the  new  year  gives  us  time  for 
a final  salute  to  those  who  will 
not  make  the  starting  line-up. 
as  they  say  cm  Radios,  for 
1998. 

These  include  the  one  genu- 
ine all-time  great  to  raise  his 
bat  at  the  pavilion  gate  for  the 
last  time  in  1997.  It  was  of 
course  Denis  Compton,  whose 
aUelnjohs  will  doubtless  be 


sung  at  more  length  in  this 
springtime’s  Wjideo. 

He  was  in  his  79th  year  and 
by  the  end  those  once  famed 
dark-jet  Bryicreemed  locks 
were  swan-white  and  Buffy- 
soft,  yet  Compton  was  no 
shnmk-shank.  The  shoulders 
remained  as  broad  as  the 
smile,  the  complexion  ro- 
bustly hale. 

We  last  spoke  sometime 
around  his  final  Christmas 
when  the  knee — the  knee — 
and  the  hips  were  giving  him 
pain.  But  the  real  agony  of  old 
age  came,  he  said,  “when  you 
hear  that  another  lifelong 
chum  has  gone.  One  by  one, 
my  vintage  Is  going”.  Denis 
knew  It  was  time  to  rejoin  his 
confraternity. 

For  thoseofa  certain  gen- 
eration the  unities  were  poi- 
gnantly  served  by  the  news  of 
the  death  this  month  of  Bruce 
Woodcock.  If  Compton's 
annus  mlrabil is  was  1947.  so 
too  it  seemed  to  be  when  York- 
shire’s heavyweight  hero  won 
the  European  title  that  March. 

The  upright  fellow  with  the 


Joe  Baksi  broke  Woodcock's 
: jaw,  then  battered  him  merci- 
lessly for  20  more  m incites. 

Woodcock,  that  once  valor- 
ous knight,  died  a fuddled 
recluse.  The  last  interview  1 
saw  appeared  a dozen  years 
ago:  “Nobody  should  feel 
sorry  for  me.  I had  my 
chances,  but  if  someone  gave 
me  my  life  again  Fd  turn  it 
down  flat  I just  pray  1 don’t 
live  tm  I'm  75  "The  gods  kept 
taunting;  Woodcock  would 
have  been  77  this  January. 

If  Compton,  with  his 
! resplendent  football  career  at 
Arsenal  too,  was  the  glisten- 
< ing  all-rounder,  then  WQf 
Wooller  was  not  Car  behind. 
Alter  a thunderous  debut  as  a 
precocious  centre- three-quar- 
! ter  for  Wales,  he  concentrated 
j on  reviving  Glamorgan's 
cricket 

Next  summer  will  mark  the 
I half-century  since  the  coun- 
ty’s first  championship  under 
Wooller.  How  delighted  the 
, old  boy  would  have  been  to 
i know  that  Glamorgan  will  cei- 
! ebrate  it  as  champions.  He 


Mk  MONG  other  heroes 
Wales  mourned  this 
^^myear  were  the  footballer 
Ray  Daniel,  whose  style  was 
described  by  every  obituarist 
as  “cultured*',  and  the  gallant 
boxer  Eddie  Thomas. 

It  was  goodbye  too  to  Bryn 
Thomas,  JBG  of  the  Western 
Mail,  who  covered  more 
matches  involving  Wooller  at 
both  rugby  and  cricket  than 
any  other  journalist  He 


opgn.  boyish  face  and  classical  I died,  doubtless  fearlessly.  In 


left-lead  Queensberry  style 
was  almost  as  celebrated  as 
Compo  then,  but  within  a 
month  his  London  (ammeter 
Jack  Salomons  had  led  him  to 
the  slaughter.  The  American 


March. 

Facing  Northamptonshire 
one  day  in  19S4,  Glamorgan's 
veteran  opener  Emrys  Davies 
was  bowled  by  the  fearsome 
Frank  Tyson  for  a duck  and 


Premiership ; Aston  Villa  4,  Tottenham  Hotspur  1 


Colly  more  hears 


the  sound  of 


seasonal  cheer 


at  long  last 


Peter  White  sees  Villa’s  costly  striker 
score  twice  to  double  his  season’s  tally 


dpfitc  affect  their  firm  grip  on  ] endured  since  his  summer 
the  pmp,  bat  could  not  possl-  move  from  Liverpool. 


bly  have  envisaged  that  they  I Little  said  he  had  never 


would  be  handed  their  second  considered  leaving  Collymore 
goal  so  easily.  Walker  and  his  out  of  the  side,  even  though 


O manager  who  Stephen  Gmwno  bitting  the  defender  Allan  Nielsen  col-  the  striker 
has  had  Stan  Col-  left  arm  of  Colin  Calderwood  Uded  when  trying  to  dear  a appearance, 
lymore  in  his  before  being  deflected  beyond  looping  centre  from  Colly-  was  kept  fill 


charge  has  ever  MarkBosnich. 


daffender  Allan  Nielsen  col-  the  striker  is  being  a court 
liflpii  when  trying  to  dear  a appearance.  Little  said:  “I 
looping  centre  from  Colly-  was  kept  fully  Informed  of  the 
more,  and  when  the  keeper  situation,  and  It  never 


fnPy  been  able  to  The  VUla  protests  proved  in  dropped  the  ball  Draper  was  entered  my  mind  that  Stan 

. : . - I . , . T . I _ : ...1J U1 nlfln  1^10  THAOt  1TT1. 


understand  what  makes  the  vain,  and  there  was.  farther  quick  to  capitalise  with  a tap-  should  not  play.  The  most  imr 
wayward  striker  tick.  Brian  controversy  eight  minutes  in  from  close  range.  portent  tiling  for  people  like 

Little  was  last  night  no  nearer  later  when  it  appeared  villa  underlined  their  supe-  him,  whenever  there’s  any- 

an  explanation  but  was  never-  Carr  had  handled  in  the  pen-  riority  with  CoBymore’s  two  thing  going  on  around  them, 
tbripgg  a happy  man  after  his  alty  area.  However,  Mr  wu-  goals  in  the  final  eight  min-  is  to  play  football. 

£7  million  summer  invest-  decreed  that  the  offence  utes  and  even  the  normally  “It’s  special  for  Stan  to 
ment  crowned  a week  In  was  just  outside,  and  Colly-  unmoved  Little  jumped  in  de-  score  goals  because  every- 
which  he  was  charged  with  more's  free-kick  was  beaten  light  an  the  touchline  as  Col-  one’s  been  going  on  about  it. 
aqatiiTt  by  doubling  his  sea-  away  by  the  visitors*  defen-  lymore  saluted  the  supporters  We  said  to  him  the  only  way 


thripgg  a happy  man  after  his 
£7  million  summer  invest- 


portant  tiling  for  people  like 
him,  whenever  there's  any- 
thing going  on  around  than, 
is  to  play  football. 

"It's  special  for  Stan  to 
score  goals  because  every- 
one’s been  going  on  about  it 


lymore  saluted  the  supporters  We  said  to  him  the  only  way 
who  have  stood  by  him  he  can  answer  people  is  by 


i son’s  tally  to  four  goals.  sive  walL  . 1 who  have  stood  by  him  I he  can  answer  people  is 

The  first  was  a dose-range  Villa  refused  to  let  theinci- 1 through  the  lean  spells  he  has  | playing  and .semring  goals. 

I tap-ln  while  the  second,  a su- 
perlative free-kick  from  30 
yards,  provided  a fitting  em- 
bellishment to  an  emphatic 
VQ2a  performance. 

The  result  means  Totten- 
ham’s coach  Christian  Gross 
must  surely  include  JQrgen 
Klinsmann  for  his  return 
debut  in  the  north  London 
derby  against  Arsenal  at 
White  Hart  Lane  tomorrow. 

But  judging  by  thfo  inept  per- 
formance, it  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  even  the  mercu- 
rial skin  a and  goal-scoring  fi- 
nesse of  the  German  can  lift 
their  spirits. 

It  was  a vitally  important 
game  for  both  sides,  kicking 
off  after  all  the  other  results 
were  known.  Victory  for 
either  would  lift  than  clear  of 
the  relegation  rone,  and  it 
was  Villa  who  seemed  the 
more  determined  to  capitalise 
than  their  opponents  from  the 
outset 

The  hosts’  endeavours  were 
rewarded  in  the  38th  minute 
when  a long  ball  out  of  de- 
fiance by  Steve  Staunton  was 
chased  down  the  right  by  the 

energetic  Savo  Milosevic.  The  Beaten  man. . . Gross  trudges  off  photograph:  mark  Thompson 


Late  arrival..  .Villa's  out-of-form  Stan  Collymore  scores  the  first  of  his  two  goals  at  Villa  Park  photograph:  scan  paqet 


Serb  turned  inside  before  de- 
livering an  inswinging  cross 
for  Marie  Draper  to  leap  above  | 
his  marks-  Stephen  Carr  and  ' 
bead  into  the  net,  despite  the  i 
despairing  dive  often  Walker.  , 
Spurs  must  have  sensed  I 
their  fortunes  were  about  to  j 
change  for  the  better  when 
the  referee  failed  to  spot  a i 
shot  from  the  substitute  I 


“Thankfully  he's  done  that 
and  it  just  shows  you  what 
people  likp  Tiirw  can  achieve  if 
they  do  things  properly.” 

Gross  was  in  a sombre  mood 
after  this  latest  defeat  “There 
was  not  enough  determination 
in  our  play.”  he  said,  “and 
over  the  90  minutes  we  were 
second  to  everything.  In  our 
situation  you  simply  cannot 
give  away  the  type  of  sloppy 
goals  we  conceded. 

"The  whole  team  didn’t 
work  as  hard  as  I expected, 
and  the  full-backs  came  too 
late  and  were  too  deep  to  fill 
the  midfield,  so  Aston  Villa 
always  had  one  more  man 
and  we  were  always  under 
pressure.” 

Gross  is  hoping  that  both 
Klinsmann  and  Les  Ferdi- 
nand will  be  available  tomor- 
row. Klinsmann  will  return 
from  Italy  where  he  spent 
Christmas  with  his  family 
and  is  expected  to  be  drafted 
straight  into  the  team,  while 
Ferdinand  missed  yesterday’s 
game  with  a leg  injury. 
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retired  between  innings  for 
fear  of  his  life. 

Wllf,  then  41  .looked  pity- 
ingly at  such  fiink  and  opened 

thp  swnnri  innings  hjmgjplf 

The  first  whizzer  from  Tyson 
hit  him  between  the  eyes,  and 
the  bowler  followed  through, 
concerned.  “Bugger  off,  Ty- 
son,” snarled  Wilf.  “You’re  too 
slow  to  hurt  me.  boy.” 

Stephen  Chalke's  classic 
Runs  in  the  Memory  recalls  a 
tedious  draw  that  saw  the  cap- 
tains. Wooller  (Rydal  & Cam- 
bridge) and  Freddie  Brown 
(The  Leys  & Cambridge)  ex- 
change terse  end-of-match 
pleasantries — "Thanks  for 
fuck-all,  WflT’,  “Bugger  off; 
Brown” — and  behind  them, 
Len  Muncer  turning  to  Den- 
nis Brookes  and  saying,  ‘Tm 
glad  I sent  my  kids  to  elemen- 
tary school” 


reported  on  300  rugby  Tests 
probably  as  many  Gla- 

mny-pm  gamoc 

JBG  died  In  his  80th  year,  a 
month  after  the  84-yesrold 
WooUer  and  only  one  day 
after  another,  very  different, 
writer  of  games,  the  felicitous 
stylist  Alan  Gibson. 

Another  Guardian  reader 
who  wrote  sport  for  the  Times, 
and  you  cant  say  fairer  than 
that,  was  good  Peter  Ball, 
cruefly  cut  off  in  comparative 
youth,  as  was,  with  such  ap- 
palling suddenness,  that 
crackling  enthusiast  of  this 
very  space,  Vincent  Hanna. 

Another  one-off  writer  an 
sport,  in  his  case  horse-racing 
and  the  joys  and  perils 
thereof,  to  c!ip<dop  into  the 
sunset  forever  was  Jeffrey 
Bernard.  Last-post  toasts 
would  have  been  raised  yes- 
terday at  his  beloved  Boxing 
Day  Kempton. 

Jeffrey  recalled  that  it  was 
there  he  once  saw  a life- 
gnarled  old  Kflbum  irishman 
having  £700  in  notes  counted 
into  his  hand  by  a seething 
bookie  whose  bag  bore  the 
name  Honest  Joe  Finnegan. 

"Yell  have  heard  ofHnne- 
gan's  Wake?"  the  ancient 
punter  enquired  ofhis  turf ac- 
countant: TWell,  this  is  your 
lockin'  wake,  Finnegan.” 


Name 

Address 
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I remember  very  clearly.  Mrs  Hodges  said  “What  a lovely  colour,  Jess’9,  and 
I spread  it  further  and  further  across  the  page  of  the  scripture  book.  If  you 
got  five  As  in  a row  you  got  sent  to  the  headmistress  to  be  congratulated, 
and  so  far  I had  got  as  far  as  four .... 

AS  Byatt  on  memories  of  a bloody  biblical  execution  and  a schoolgirl  accident 


Set  by  Fawtey 

Across 

1 Having  read,  knows  he 
stayed  them  In  audition  for 
the  Christmas  leacfl  (7) 

5 Capitol  building  in  sight?  (7) 
9(10  Checking  what  was 
made  in  a test  match?  (7,7) 

11  Club  next  to  junk  old  form  of 
training?  (4,5) 

12  Take  lads  off  outside?  He 
may  well  do  (5) 


.13  His  touching  story  exposed 

the  tatty  of  avarice  (5) 

15  A man's  attempt  to  back 
appeasement,  arguing 
deceptively?  (5) 

17  As  suit  is  the  same,  die 
second^  been  shortened 
for  the  buber  (5-4) 

19  Welsh  community  in  "Ureter 
—-(5) 

22  Part  of  Asa,  yeti 

demonstrate  its  legendary 
character  (5) 


23  Flusters  terribly  about 
society  becoming  very  hard 

. (9) 

25(26  Kind  of  gas  described 
briefly  by  Esso,  too?  (7,7) 

27  Cockney  Intellectual  heard 
what's  raised,  in  disbelief  (7) 

28  Almost  evade  part  of  the 
issue?  I quoted  Alice  (7) 

Down 

1 1nsist  on  king  abdicating, 
having  married  one  of  the 
masses?  (7) 

2,18  Celebration  of  the 
Victorian  age  in  progress  on 
centenarian’s  birthday?  (7,7) 

3 Vivien  Hunt  (5) 

4 See  trophy  shown  off?  That 
was  magic!  (3,6) 

5 Listening,  you  should  come 
in  at  soma  point — now? 
(2.SD 

6 African  In  residence  dose  to 
Victoria?  (9) 

7,20  Power  matters — Is  that 
news?  (7,7) 

8 Refrain  from  baby-sitting? 

(7) 

14  Brick  placed  longways 
supporting  frame  (S) 

16  Extended  parking— way  to 
get  round  awkward  detour? 
P> 

17  To  some  extent,  format  Is 
secondary  for  a painter  (7) 

18  See  2 

20  See  7 

21  Supplied  with  alcohol,  being 

an  artist  (7) 

23  Second  team  prop  (5) 

24  Steel  fencing?  (5) 

SOLUTION  FOR  XIIAS  PRIZE 

cnownrona  on  January  b 
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